Church As It Should Be: REdiscovering the lost relics

Part 1:  Focused on Jesus

We’re starting a new series today that I’m actually very, very excited about called “Church As It Should Be: Discovering the Lost Relics.”  Really, what we’re going to do is we’re going walk through, for the next several weeks, the book of Acts.  The book of Acts is a book in the New Testament.  

The thing with a thousand high school students coming here on the weekend and calling this home is I recognize not everybody is at a place spiritually where they’re the same.  Some of you know a lot.  Some of you know very little.  That’s okay.  It doesn’t matter where you are spiritually.  I’m glad you’re here.  Let me give you a quick review, or newness to some of you.  If you were to take the Bible, about the first three-quarters of it in the front is called the Old Testament.  This is anything that happens before Jesus.  The New Testament is Jesus on.  In the beginning of the New Testament, there are four books: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  They are gospels that tell about the life of Jesus.  Really, the whole life of Jesus, all the miracles, and most of the things you’ve heard about are in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Then there is a book in the New Testament called Acts: the acts of the early church, the acts of the followers of Jesus, the acts of things that happened since Jesus left the scene.  

What we’re going to talk about the next several weeks: we’re going to talk about the book of Acts and call it “Church As It Should Be: Rediscovering Lost Relics.”  Kind of the idea that I want to do is I want to just say, “What if?  What if this is what church should be like?”  And then talk about that.  Or “What should church be like?”  Or “Imagine what church should be like.”  Or “Imagine you being a part of a church that was like this.”  

A few weeks ago, I was at Arby's down the street.  I was working during lunch, doing some writing and reading.  I’m at a table, and about where you guys are are a bunch of guys.  I don’t know whether they’re from El Toro or Trabuco, but they were talking in about the foulest language known to humanity.  Obviously, their parents would not have been pleased.  I wouldn’t want my kids, their ears, around it.  Just foul, four-letter words, all this stuff.  I get up to refill my drink and I get my drink and I walk by this booth and I say, “Hey, guys!” They look up like, “What’s this old guy talking to us for?”  I’m walking, and I hear “Dude!  That’s my f------ing pastor.”  (He didn’t say “f-----ing.”)  

I went and got my drink refilled and I walked back by the booth and I said, “Hey, guys!  Which one of you guys goes to Saddleback?”  They’re freaked out all of a sudden.  One guy goes, “Saddleback what?  Saddleback Mountain?”  One guy goes, “I go to church.”  And I say, “What about these other guys?  You guys ever been to church?” No.  “Would you ever go to church?” No.  I said, “Let me ask you a question.  What don’t you like about church?”  

Everything they said they didn’t like about church, I don’t like that about church either.  Really, that’s not what church is all about.  God gave us a picture, painted a picture, of what church should be like.  That’s what this series is going to be like.  We’re going to talk about what should church be like and try to see if we can’t rediscover some things that have been lost in our 21st century translation of what church is.  

In your notes, I put “Key Events of the Early Church” as bullet points.  I want to walk through these real quick.

1.  The earthly ministry of Jesus is over and He ascends to heaven.  

The big picture here is that God became human in the form of Jesus.  He walked on the earth thirty years, the Bible says.  Really, everything you basically read about Jesus happened from year 30 to 33.  In only three years, Jesus did everything that we know of as His public ministry.  He says this: “I’m God in the flesh.”  A lot of people didn’t believe Him.  As matter of fact, that’s why He was crucified.  He said, “People are going to hang Me on a cross, but I’m going to prove I’m God, and three days later, I’m going to rise from the dead.”  So Jesus, from year 30 to 33, walked the earth, ministered to people.  That’s what we know as His earthly ministry.  He went to the cross.  He was crucified.  They buried Him.  He resurrected.  Then He ascends to heaven.

Acts 1:8 are the last words of Jesus before He ascends to heaven, before He goes back to the Father.  He says, “’When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people about Me everywhere,  [Underline “will tell people about Me everywhere.”] in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  It was not long after He said this that He was taken up into the sky while they were watching, and He disappeared into a cloud.”  That being taken up, that’s what it means to ascend.  He ascended to heaven.  

But His last words: “You will receive power.  You’ll tell people about Me everywhere.”  The result of His earthly ministry is we have purpose.  Jesus basically says, “I’m out of here!  It’s your turn.”  In doing so, He gives us purpose and says, “Tell people about Me everywhere.”  That’s one of the things that the church should be about, telling people about God.  

The church is not a club.  It’s not a clique.  It’s not a commune.  Some of you in here, you don’t like some of the people that show up to church.  I’ve had people say to me, “Do you know who was at our church?”  They’ll tell me about some guy at their school who’s a big drug dealer or something like that, some crazy guy.  And he was there.  I say, “Great!  That’s what the church is for.  To tell people about God.”  

Some of you would have never learned about God had it not been for a church.  If you want a church that’s filled with perfect people, don’t come to Saddleback.  Saddleback is not filled with perfect people.  That’s not what this place is all about.  It’s a place that’s going to, like it says there, “Tell people about Me everywhere.”  

I love that about the church.  I would have never known about God had somebody not invited me to church when I was in ninth grade.  A guy said to me – I’ll never forget the day, and I’ll never forget the guy – he said, “Doug, there are hot chicks, and there’s going to be a comedian.”  I went to church for the very first time.  Hot chicks, yes, there were.  And a comedian, yes, he was funny.  He told me all about God.  That night, I didn’t understand it all, but I said, “God, if You’re real, if what he says is true, what that guy talked about, I want that in my life.”  And that started the journey.  All because of a church.  To tell people about Me everywhere.  

So the earthly ministry of Jesus is over.  He ascends to heaven.  What is the result?  Purpose.  

2.  The Holy Spirit descended upon believers.  

There are some big-time words in this one.  Holy Spirit.  Some of you are like, “What is a Holy Spirit?  Is it spooky?  It’s October.  Maybe that’s what he’s talking about.”  Descended.  What descended means is He came down on believers.  A believer is a follower of Christ.  Jesus says, “I’m out of here.”  He died, resurrected, goes back to heaven.  He says, “You guys, it’s your turn.  Tell people about Me everywhere.”  Circle “Holy Spirit” in your notes and write above it “helper.”  That’s another term for the Holy Spirit in the Bible.  Another one is Comforter.  I actually like Helper better.  He says, “I’m leaving you, but I’m not leaving you.”  

Does that make sense?  “I’m leaving you, but I’m not leaving you because I’m going to give you My Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the Helper.”  One of the main principles of following Jesus is that we don’t have to do it on our own power.  People say, “Is it difficult being a Christian?”  I say, “No.  It’s not difficult being a Christian.  It’s totally impossible.”  It’s totally impossible to be a Christian on your own power.  The Holy Spirit descended on the believers.  

Acts 2 says, “Seven weeks after Jesus’ resurrection, the believers were meeting together in one place.”  It’s seven weeks after Jesus resurrects.  He’s already gone.  Now the believers are together and they’re going, “This is for real.  He said this is going to happen, that they were going to hang Him on the cross and He was going to raise from the dead three days later.  He did it.  This God thing is for real.”  So they’re meeting together as believers.  Then it says, “Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of mighty windstorm in the skies above them.”  

Let’s pretend this is a house, a big house.  We’re meeting together as believers.  All of a sudden, there’s a mighty windstorm.  Yesterday before the 6:30 Saturday service, I’m taking a shower before I come to church.  Some of you sing in the shower.  I’m sure Megan does.  I think about the message I’m about to give.  So I’m coming to Saturday night church.  I’m about to give this message.  I’m actually thinking of this verse right now as I’m in the shower washing my hair.  My shower is an enclosed shower.  And actually, our shower has a lid on top of it because it also doubles as a steamer.  We have this steam thing, just turn a knob and steam fills it up.  So the sound in there is real echo-y.  We have in our house this thing that we like to scare one another.  My daughter comes into the bathroom.  I don’t see her.  And she bangs on the shower, and it just echoes!  I’d already peed in the shower, or else she would have scared it out of me.  

But there I am, and it was just this Whoa!  Just this reminder.  That’s what it must have been like.  They’re meeting in this room and boom!  This mighty, mighty windstorm in the skies above them, “and it filled the house where they were meeting.  Then what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them.”  This is a little weird.  I don’t fully understand this, but here’s what happened.  The believers are meeting.  Jesus said, “I’m going.  It’s your turn.  But I’m not leaving you alone.”  He sends the Holy Spirit, God’s presence, and for those who were looking, it looked like there were flames on them.  I don’t fully get that, but they were being filled with the Spirit.  

This wasn’t new.  Jesus said this was going to happen.  Acts 2:33, “Now He sits on the throne [referring to Jesus] of highest honor in heaven at God’s right hand, and the Father, as He had promised, gave Him the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today.”
So what happens?  Jesus leaves.  Says it’s your turn.  He says, “I’m going to leave you, but I’m not going to leave you.  I’m going to send you My Holy Spirit.”  The result is power.  

The believers had power.  Again that word “helper.”  When you see the word “power,” what do you think of?  Chances are you think of physical power, like you think of muscles.  Physical power.  You think of me when I was a stunt double for Tom Cruise in Mission Impossible.  You think of power.  That’s not the type of power you’re thinking of.  

As a matter of fact, last week, I was in Virginia.  This guy came up to me.  I was speaking somewhere.  Have you ever seen the Power Team on TV?  Big old studs.  Matt McGill was standing next to the guy, and he looked like a runway model, a wafer, next to this dude.  This guy was big.  He was on the Power Team where they would, like, break things.  He asked me, “I know you speak a lot.  If you ever need anybody to go with you when you speak and do any unusual feats of strength, I will do that for you.”  How do you respond to a guy who says, “I will travel with you and do unusual feats of strength?”  I said, “Like what?”  He said, “I can tear a phone book in half.  I can take metal poles and bend them.  I can pick up cars.”  

I wouldn’t want to travel with him.  He’d take up too much room on the plane.  Nobody would want to listen to me.  I wouldn’t want to listen.  I’d want to watch you bend a Volkswagen in half or something like that.  I politely said no then I went back to my hotel room, and I was trying to think, “I can get buff,” and I broke a bar of soap pretty quick.  I ripped a couple pages out of a phone book.  I’m starting.

But when we think power, that’s what we think about.  

Spiritual power is something totally different.  Spiritual power is this whole idea that you can walk through life with the presence of God.  It’s like you’re walking through life not in the dark but with the lights flipped on.  You have God’s power.  You have God’s presence.  With His presence comes your power.  Some people didn’t understand it then.  And some people don’t understand it today.  

As a matter of fact, look what happened.  These people that watched, these people outside of this room, this house, watching this thunderstorm and these flames, people being filled with the Holy Spirit.  It says, “They stood there amazed and perplexed.  [Circle “amazed.”] ‘What can this mean?’ they asked each other.  But others in the crowd were mocking.  [Circle “mocking.”] ‘They’re drunk, that’s all,’ they said.”  So now you’ve got the same situation.  People looking at the outside of this house, and isn’t it interesting that some were amazed and some were mocking?  

Do you know that today, in the 21st century, that when believers meet together, do you know what happens when some people come here?  Some people are amazed.  Some people are mocking.

This weekend, we’ll probably have 1,000 high school students at our three services.  Some high school students came this weekend, and they were amazed.  They were amazed either by the message or the music or the people or the drama or the games or the fact that church can be fun or somebody put a message in a real language.  I don’t know what it is, but somebody this weekend came here and was amazed.  

And somebody came here this weekend and mocked.  Sat back, kind of cocky, and went, “That is a dumb message.  That is dumb music.  That was a dumb skit.  That’s a dumb game.”  Some were amazed, and some mocked.  No different than when the first church started.

Here’s what I want to ask you if you’re a Christian.  If you’re not a Christian, put your mind on a shelf just for a second.  This is just for Christians.  If you’re a Christian, you have a relationship with God, has anybody ever been amazed by your life?  I’m not saying amazed by your grades.  I’m not saying amazed by your athletic skills, amazed by your popularity or your looks.  But has God’s power been so in your life that somebody’s been amazed?  Like, “Man!  There’s something different about her!” … “When he talks, I just sense love from that guy!”  That’s what God’s power wants to do.  He wants to come in and invade your life, and not only do you have purpose, He wants to give you power.  

The Holy Spirit descended on believers, and they had power.  

3.  The believers became confident and faithful.

Because of purpose and because of power.  Those of you who may know something about when Jesus was being arrested and crucified remember this.  When Jesus was being arrested and crucified, you know what His followers are doing?  They’re hiding.  They’re running away.  They’re locking themselves up because they are afraid.  Now, all of a sudden, they see, “Jesus was who He said He was.  He said He was God.  He’s going to rise from the dead.  He did.  This is real.  He showed up.  He showed me His hands, the scars in His hands.  This is real.”  God’s power came into their life and filled them with the Holy Spirit.  Now, all of a sudden, you know what these guys did?  They became confident.  They became faithful. 

Almost every one of them died a martyr’s death.  Do you know what a martyr is?  A martyr is somebody who dies for their faith.  If they didn’t believe, if a sword is put up to their neck and they didn’t really believe that Jesus was God, they could have easily said, “Just kidding.  That whole God thing?  I was just kidding.”  And walked away from it.  No.  They believed, and they became confident and they became proud and they became faithful.   

Here’s the result.  They were praising God.  This is a great thing.  God says, “Here’s the deal with the church.  I’m going to give you purpose.  Tell people about Me.  I’m going to give you power so you don’t have to do it on your own strength.  When I give you purpose and I give you power, you know what’s going to happen?  People are going to be praising God.  People’s lives are going to be changed.”

Let me read you a story about a guy.  This is an event that took place.  It’s in the book of Acts, chapter 3.  Listen to the result of this guy’s life that was changed.  There are Peter and John, followers of Jesus.  Chapter 3:1, “Peter and John went to the temple one afternoon to take part in the 3:00 prayer service.  As they approached the temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in.  [This was actually a lame man, a crippled guy, diseased something like that.  He’s being carried in.]  Each day, he was put beside the temple so he could beg from the people going in. [Doesn’t that make sense?  If you’re going to beg, you might as well beg at a church.  You see these guys down on El Toro Road begging for money.  But if you’re going to beg for money, come up to Saddleback.  Plant yourself outside with the little cardboard signs saying, “Need money.”  This guy was smart.  If he was going to beg, beg by the church.]  When the beggar saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for some money.  [You’ve seen people do that.]  Then Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, ‘Look at us.’  The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting a gift.  Peter says, ‘I don’t have any money for you.’  [Can you imagine how depressing that must be in that moment?  You’re driving down the street with your family, and you see a guy on the street holding a sign that says, “Need money.”  Can you imagine stopping the car, rolling down the window, and the guy looks, and you say, “Look at me.”  The guy looks at you, and you go, “I don’t have anything for you.”  And you drive off.  In that moment, that dude must have been bummed.]  Peter says,’ I don’t have anything for you, but I’ll give you what I have.  [What does he have?  He has power.  He’s got purpose.  He’s got power.  He says…] I’ll give you what I have.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk.’  Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up.  As he did that, the man’s feet and anklebones were healed and strengthened.  He jumped up, stood on his feet, began to walk.  Then walking and leaping and praising God, he went to the temple with them.  And all the people saw him walking and praising.  They realized that was the lame beggar they had seen, and they were absolutely astounded.  [I have in my Bible those words circled – “absolutely astounded.”]  They all rushed out.  Everyone stood there in awe of the wonderful thing that had happened.”
Jesus leaves, and He says, “I’m leaving, but I’m not leaving.  I’m going to send you My presence, My power.”  These believers with God’s power became confident and faithful.  The result was they were praising God.  That brings us right now, that’s the overview, so we’re ready to go into the book of Acts.  

This whole series is called “Church As It Should Be: Rediscovering Lost Relics.”  When a church focuses on Jesus, that’s the first message I want to give you.  One of the things that is lost is people don’t focus on Jesus.  What would a church look like if it focused on Jesus?  What would a person look like when he or she focused on Jesus?  

You could say a word, like, you could say about a person: “cheerleader.”  And everybody knows what a cheerleader, stereotypically, looks like.  I was actually talking to a cheerleader yesterday from El Toro – cute, bubbly.  You know what they look like.  You know when you see a Rose Parade queen, what does she do?  You know what they look like.  When you see a stoner, a guy who smokes weed every afternoon, you know what he looks like.  You’ve got that image.

Here’s what I say.  I want to paint a picture of here’s what a person looks like who focuses their life on Jesus.  Here’s what church would look like if people focused on Jesus and we rediscovered that which was lost.  This early church I’m telling you about, everything that I’ve read to you, it was all about Jesus.  Jesus was there with them, walking with them.  He pointed to God.  He said, “It’s not about Me; it’s about God.”  He died on the cross.  He resurrected from the dead.  People go, “This is real!  It’s all about Jesus.”  Jesus’ Holy Spirit comes and fills these people.  They, all of a sudden, go out preaching and teaching.  People are being healed.  It was all about Jesus.  That was the church.  What would it look like?

I put a passage in your notes, Acts 2:41-47. Focus on this.  “Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church about 3,000 in all.  They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, sharing in the Lord’s Supper and in prayer.  A deep sense of awe came over them, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders.  All the believers met together constantly and shared everything they had.  They sold their possessions, shared the proceeds with those in need.  They worshipped together at the temple each day.  They met in homes for the Lord’s Supper.  They shared their meals with great joy and generosity, all the while praising God and enjoying the good will of all people.  Each day [Look at the result, the result of meeting together as a church.] the Lord added to their group those that were being saved.”  
I want to encourage you: take your notes home and look this up in your Bible.  This is the early church.  They met.  They sold their stuff.  They ate together.  They worshipped.  There’s the sense of awe and wonder.  I underlined a bunch of verses.  Everything I underlined you’re going to see in the next minute or two.  I’m teaching you now how to read and study the Bible.  When a church focuses on Jesus, when a life focuses on Jesus, here’s what you see...

l.  You see a life that connects with other believers.

They joined with other believers.  The believers met together constantly.  They met in homes.  They shared meals.  They enjoyed the good will of people.  Where in our high school ministry do we do this?  Here and ABS.  If you’re not in a small group, I encourage you to do that.  A life that focuses on Jesus says, “I can’t live my life alone.”  Your life was not meant to be lived alone.  You were not meant to live your life in isolation.  Megan and I have been friends for how many years?  Two years?  My life is different because of Megan being my friend.  My life is more full, it’s more fun, it’s more complete because we’re friends.  We work together here.  We’re not meant to live in isolation of one another.  You have to be around other believers.

2.  They met needs of others in love.  

They ministered to one another.  They sold their possessions and shared the proceeds with those in need.  What else did they do?  They performed miraculous signs and wonders.  They didn’t perform the miracles so they could get all the praise and glory.  They did it to meet needs with love.  That’s what they did.  It was all about Jesus.  What did they do?  Meet needs of others in love.

Many of you in here, you’ve already served today.  You went and worked in the All Stars and served kids, and then you came to the high school group.  Some of you are in the greeting team.  Some of you are on the drama team or the music team.  Some of you show up in my office on Monday, and you pray for the prayer request cards.  Some of you have ministries on your campus.  Many of you in here are in ministry.  If you are a student who has a ministry, would you let us know because we want you to be part of this group that we call the Core?  We meet with Core once a month.  This group of students, we met with them last night, these are people that have a ministry.  They have a heart to meet needs of others in love.  

3.  They devoted themselves to learning.  

A church that focuses on Jesus or a life that’s all about Jesus devotes oneself to learning.  It says in verse 42, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching.”  Where do you devote yourself to learning?  Here.  If you come on Sunday, you get a 30-minute message.  If you go to ABS, you get another message and you talk about it in small group.  But here’s the thing we want to do.  We want to help you learn to grow on your own so that, when you graduate from high school, you don’t graduate from your faith.  Every week, if you want to, afterwards stop by this little Hole In the Wall over here and let us get you a Bible.  Let us get you books and Bible studies.  We have all kinds of stuff to help you grow on your own that you might devote yourself to learning to be the person that God wants you to be.  

4.  A person whose life is all about Jesus participates in people being saved.  

It says there all about the early church, “Each day, the Lord added to their group those that were being saved.”  One time, it says that Peter preached, and 3,000 that day were saved and then they were baptized.  

What does it mean to be saved?  Saved is just a word that means you’re saved from separation from God.  Because I’m born, I’m born into a world of sin, I have a sinful nature about me; I’m separated from God.  God’s over there, going, “I love you so much I want a relationship with you.”  The only way I can get to God is through the cross, through Jesus.  I accept Jesus.  I put my faith in Jesus, who died on the cross.  Now I am have access to God.  I’m saved.  I’m saved for eternity so that, when I die, I don’t spend eternity away from God.  I spend eternity with God.  That means I’m saved.  

People are totally messed up on this.  Friday, I did a funeral: a 68-year-old guy in our church died of health-related issues.  I’m there, doing the funeral.  After the funeral, his best friend comes up to me, who is his best friend since third grade, and says, “Pastor, I loved your service.  I’ve been friends with him since third grade.  I just want to let you know I’m Catholic.”  Okay.  That means nothing to me.  People say that all the time – “I’m Catholic.”  What does that mean?  So I asked him, “Oh, really?  Catholic.  Tell me what that means.”  You know what it means for most people when they say that – that “I’m Catholic or Lutheran or Methodist or Presbyterian?”  It means they don’t know what it means to be saved.  Usually, that’s what it means.  It means they grew up in a church, so they have put on that church’s coat.  Those of you who grew up here, you’re going to have a hard time.  You can’t say, “I’m Saddleback.”  That just doesn’t work.  But Catholic or Presbyterian or whatever it is, it just means they don’t get it.  

I don’t care what you are, as long as you’re saved.  When you’re saved, then you have a relationship with God.  Then you can be Catholic or Presbyterian or Methodist or Lutheran or whatever, as long as you’re saved.  Saved is having a relationship with God.  Does that make sense?  

I’ve told you this many times before: if I grew up in McDonalds- let’s say that my dad owned a McDonalds- that does not make me a Big Mac.  In the same way, if you grew up in a church or go to a church doesn’t make you a Christian, doesn’t make you saved, until you put your faith in Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for your sins.  Then, all of a sudden, you have a relationship with God that nobody can ever take away, and you are saved.  

One of the first action steps of being saved is to be baptized.  It says, “They believed, and they were baptized.”  

This picture is very cool.  This is a soldier in Iraq that was baptized.  Here they are in Iraq, fighting for democracy and freedom and all the stuff over there, and guess what?  There’s a lot of time to talk.  There are some Christian soldiers over there, going, “I wonder why I’m here.”  God’s saying, “You’ve got purpose.  I’m going to give you power.  You ready to go?  People are going to be leaping and praising God.”  This guy becomes a Christian.  They dig a hole.  They fill it with water, and they baptize him.  Because baptism, all it is ...  baptism doesn’t make you a Christian.  Here’s what it is: it’s a symbol.  My wedding ring doesn’t make me married.  It’s a symbol that I am married much like baptism is a symbol that you’re a Christian.  The old has passed away – when I dunk somebody under the water – behold, the new has come.  You weren’t saved, but now you’re saved.  Behold, the new has come.  

The church that focuses on Jesus, the life that focuses on Jesus, the life that’s about awe and amazement participates in people being saved.  There’s just something powerful about those being saved.

5.  When a church focuses on Jesus (or a person focuses on Jesus), they celebrate God in worship.

That’s what the early church did.  They celebrate God in worship.  “The deep sense of awe came over them, and they worshipped together at the temple each day, all the while praising God.”  

You know what the lost relic is here, the symbol that I’d like you to write down on your notes?  The symbol is a cross.  When you see a cross, I want you to think of Jesus.  Today in pop culture, when you see a cross, it doesn’t always mean Jesus, does it?  You see a cross, and people think jewelry.  Tattoo.  For many people, it means nothing.  It’s just jewelry.  It’s pop culture.  But the lost relic is Jesus.  The church as it should be, rediscovering the lost relic, week number one is it’s all about Jesus.  

That’s a lot to think about.  I hope you’re able to digest it a little bit.  What we’re going to do is we’re going to worship God in song.  That’s not the only way you worship God, but it’s one of the ways.  I’m going to pray then we’ll celebrate God’s presence a few minutes through song.

Actually, before we pray, on your table is this blue sheet.  This blue sheet is for those of you who want to read through the book of Acts.  We’re going to talk about what the church should be like.  Why don’t you read through the book of Acts?  Start tomorrow.  Tomorrow’s is 26 verses.  It’s going to take you 3-5 minutes to read this.  Why don’t you read through the whole book of Acts as we teach this book for the next few weeks?  

Prayer: 


God, would You take our words as we read them, that these would be more than just words?  But they would be words of celebration, that we might praise You as we worship You today.  God, help us to understand what the church should be, what our lives would be like, if we focused on You.  May we be different because we were here today.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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