The Naked Truth

Honest Talk about Sex and Dating

“What Was God Thinking?”

There is a very, very cool movie that probably none of you guys have seen.  Because it’s old.  I saw it, like, ten years ago when it was old back then.  It’s one of my favorite movies.  The movie’s called “The Gods Must Be Crazy.”  What it is is… You guys know what a documentary is.  Like people go out and do subject studies.  It’s not really a movie.  It’s narration kind of study documentary.  It’s a fake documentary.  The movie is made to look like a documentary but it’s not.  It’s all written, scripted.  It’s called “The Gods Must Be Crazy.”  The movie starts out, the opening scene is this guy…  I don’t know whether he’s a missionary or what.  But he’s flying this little tiny airplane and he’s not that high.  Maybe 600-700 feet above the earth.  He’s flying over one of the most remote areas in Africa.  It just so happens he’s flying over a tribe, a tribal area, a group of people who have never seen civilization at all.  They see this plane flying over.  They think it’s some kind of god.  They think the plane is some kind of god.  

Up in the plane, the pilot is drinking a bottle of coke.  He’s drinking it and gets to the end and slides open his little airplane window and when he’s done, not thinking anything about it, he chucks the coke bottle out of his airplane above this tribe.  They hear a noise, the bottle with the wind whipping through it and hear this thunk.  They run over and one guy, just one of the dads, not really a tribal leader is the first to the bottle.  He runs over and sees the glass bottle.  He assumes that this beautiful thing that he’s never seen before is a gift from the god.  The god was flying over and chucks this bottle and it lands in the dirt.  It’s a gift from god.  

He takes it back to his tribe and he shows it and they don’t know what to do with it.  They start using it for all kinds of things.  They’re so happy.  There’s a scene of a couple of ladies and they’re using it like a little pot of corn meal or something.  Using the bottle like a rock and grinding the corn meal with the bottle.  Then there’s a scene later on with one lady holding the bottle and another lady with a snake skin and she’s rubbing the snakeskin over this bottle to make it nice and smooth for whatever they’re going to use the snakeskin fork they’re all smiling.  This all happens in the course of the first 10-15 minutes of the movie.  Pretty soon there’s only one gift from the god.  There’s only one bottle.  They never thought to put water in it and drink out it.  They’re just using it for all kinds of stuff.  Pretty soon they start arguing over it and it becomes kind of this source of confusion and misunderstanding.  In one scene these ladies are fighting over it and the one lady picks it up and bonks her friend over the head with the bottle.  He sees that and thinks “The gods must be crazy!” that’s how the movie gets the title, “to give us a gift that would cause us so much confusion and so much hurt.”  He decides I'm going to walk to the edge of the earth and throw the bottle back to the gods.  

So the whole rest of the movie is his adventures as he’s walking through Africa and he’s chased by lions and tigers.  The whole movie is him trying to return the gift back to the gods because the gods are crazy.  Why would they give us a gift that we can’t understand, that causes hurt, that causes problems?

As we start this really important series about sex in a real way the concept of sex is sort of like that story I just told you.  It’s a gift from God.  Sex is a gift from God and oftentimes people misunderstand it.  They misuse it.  Sometimes we think, “God, are You crazy?  Why would You give us something like sex?  Why would You make us sexual beings?  Why would You give us sexual desires if it’s going to cause problems, if it’s going to cause confusion, if we’re not allowed to act on it?  God, You must be crazy!” 

Sometimes we have those thoughts.  What we’re going to do over the next three weeks is we’re going to take a look at the subject of sex.  We’re going to talk a little bit about dating later on and things like that.  But we’re just going to take a look at it.  

I just want to let you know: over the next few weeks I will probably say stuff that you won’t agree with.  I will probably say stuff that you don’t want to hear, that you don’t like.  I will say stuff to you that possibly may be the only place you’re hearing it for some of you anywhere, and for others maybe the only place other than mom or dad.  I will say stuff that kind of isn’t the most popular opinion.  I'm ok with that.  Because you guys here’s the deal.  One of the things that goes along with my job as your pastor is not to try to be super popular and to tell you what you want to hear all the time.  My job is to tell you what you need to hear and what you need to understand.  Nothing or very few things are more important to get a really good understanding of this topic of sex and dating.  Because it’s not meant to be a confusing, hurtful, problematic gift from God.  It’s meant to be super cool thing.  

So tonight what we’re going to do to start off we’re just going to talk about a couple of topics.  We’re going to talk about What as God thinking?  Next week we’re going to talk about What went wrong?  And the third week we’re going to talk about What’s a Junior Higher supposed to Do in the middle of all this?  So you’re going to want to make sure that you’re here all three weeks.  If you miss a week let your parents know that at the end of this series we’ll have all the messages on DVD so if you miss one and you think, This is one series I don’t want to miss, and you had to go out of town or whatever, come and we’ll give you a DVD so you can get caught up.

So grab your outlines.  Let’s jump into talking about, What was God thinking? with this whole thing of sex.  It’s crazy stuff.  It’s just compiled, the fact that sex seems confusing and God has a plan.  We live in a sex-crazed world.  And I’ll tell you what, and I don't mean this as a slam, but just in the few brief seconds that we were flashing those images up on the screen during the Promise video just in those few brief seconds when they shows a good looking girl like in a bikini top, I'm hearing guys go Whoooa!  We live in such a sex-crazed world that guys, I think it’s sad.  I’ll just be honest with you.  I think it’s sad that you can’t see a girl in a bikini without losing the ability to control yourself.  It’s like you have no control over yourself.  It’s the weirdest thing.  You guys, the movies we watch, the magazines we’re exposed to, the TV shows give us all kinds of messages.  

So tonight what I want to do and for some of you this is going to be super, super basic review.  We’ve got to start at the very basics.  If we’re going to build on that over the next three weeks we’ve got to start at the very, very basics and be sure we understand the basics so we can build on that.

Tonight I'm going to give you some very basics.  What’s God’s plan for sex?  

Before we do that I want to tell you about two lies in the area of sex.  On your outline I call the “myths.”  “Two Myths” or “Two lies” or “Two misunderstandings.”  “Myth” is kind of a weird word.”  Basically there are two things that are not true about sex that are out there, opinions that people have about sex that just aren’t true and you need to know that.

Myth #1 – Sex is wrong.

That is not true.  But some people – it’s not as much out there as it used to be, maybe when your mom and dad were kids, but there is still this myth, this misunderstanding that sex is bad.  Sex is wrong.  But it’s just not true.  Look what the Bible says.  1 Timothy 4:4 says this “For everything God created is good.”  Everything God created is good.  God created sex.  Sex is not a bad thing.  In fact, sex is good.

We can twist it.  We can take what God intended for good and make it bad, make it wrong.  But in and of itself the idea that sex is bad is just not true.  

My daughter Kayla is nine.  She turns ten in about a month.  She’s still at the age where if we’re watching TV and a guy and a girl kiss she’s like Ugh!  The other night we saw a kissing scene and she says to me, “Dad, that’s just wrong!”  At ten years old and as her dad, I'm thinking, “That’s right.  That’s wrong!”  But when she’s 25 or she’s 18 or even you guy’s age and she sees a guy and a girl kiss, maybe it’s ok if she’s not into that yet, but if she looks at that and says, “That’s wrong!  That’s bad!  That’s evil!”  If she’s 35 and she sees somebody kiss and says, “Wrong!  Bad!” somewhere I’ve failed as a dad.  So you need to understand that in God’s plan, sex is not wrong.  If somebody tells you sex is wrong all the time then they’re misinformed and they’re telling you something that’s just not true.

Another lie or another myth that is a much more popular lie but it’s a much more dangerous lie really is. 

Myth #2 – sex is limitless

What I mean by that is that there’s an opinion out there, in fact it’s kind of the opinion everywhere.  It’s the opinion on just about every TV show you’re exposed to.  It’s the opinion on just about any movie you go to.  It’s the opinion of just about every magazine article you could ever read.  It’s the idea that sex is limitless.  The more sex you can have the better.  The more you have the better person you are.  The happier you are, the cooler you are.  Have as much sex as often as you can whenever you can.  There’s no rules.  That’s what people, that’s what the world we live in tends to tell us.

Look at this Bible verse.  1 Thessalonians 4:5 “Do not use your body for sexual sin like the people who do not know God.”  It’s interesting.  One Bible verse is saying everything God created is good so God created sex so it’s good.  Later on God’s saying, Don’t get involved in sexual sin.  We know sin means something bad happening.  There’s something unpleasing to God.  

So the reality is it’s something God intended for good can be twisted into bad, into a sinful situation.  Really what we’re going to talk about tonight is the understanding of when is sex good and part of God’s plan.  And when does it fall under the category that says this is a sexual sin.  

The world would have us believe...  I was listening to a talk show about a year ago and some of you guys might have heard more about this because you’re right at the exact age that they’re talking about as far as like sexual education in the schools.  They’re talking about this whole abstinence based sexual education working its way into public schools.  Encouraging students to wait until they’re married to have sex.  That’s called abstinence.  To abstain – to hold off.  This talk show host was basically saying – these were his words: “That’s a joke.  It’s impossible.  Nobody can wait until they’re married to have sex.  They shouldn’t have to.  We should encourage kids, as long as they’re smart.”  Sex is limitless is his mindset.  That’s wrong.  It’s just not true.  It’s a lie.

So what was God thinking?  What is His plan?  If it’s not wrong but it’s not limitless, what was God thinking?  

First – sex is intended for a man and a woman.

We tend to think, Obviously!  But if you guys watch the news you know more and more that that’s just not necessarily what people would say.  More and more people are saying, Who cares?  Who are you to say who has sex with who?  Who are you to judge if a guy wants to have sex with a guy or a girl with a girl?  Let’s talk about it and be honest!  You hear it all the time.  You watch TV shows now and you don’t have to watch that many.  There’s a lot of TV shows that show girls kissing girls and guys kissing guys.  Those shows on MTV, they try to make it the normal thing.  It’s just normal, no different, it’s whatever you want.  Right?  We see the same stuff on the same TV shows.  

Yet God’s plan, is not the popular world plan and it’s the plan that if you say to somebody this is what I think, lots of times they’re going to say, “Who are you to judge?  Just because that’s what you think doesn’t mean that’s what everybody else has to think.  It’s part of God’s plan.

Genesis 1 says this “So God created human beings in His image.  In the image of God He created them.  He created them male and female.  God blessed them and said, ‘Have many children and grow in number.  Fill the earth.’”  God’s plan is for it to be a man and a woman.  That’s His plan from the very beginning.  

There are so many verses in the Bible that talk about the issue of homosexuality.  Lots of verses.  Here’s what you need to understand and you need to hear this from me.  The Bible is very clear that homosexuality, acting on homosexual thoughts – acting those out – is sin.  People don’t want to accept that.  It’s very clear.  No where in the Bible does it say to tease people that have those feelings.  No where in the Bible does it say that those people are worse sinners than anybody else.  No where in the Bible does it say to make fun of them and call them names.  

The truth is that sin, any sin separates us from God.  Any sin.  The person that struggles or is caught up in the homosexual lifestyle we can’t be afraid to say that they’re sinning.  We can’t be afraid to say that because the Bible’s really clear.  But we have to make sure that we understand that that sin is no worse of a sin than the person who’s getting drunk all the time.  Or it’s no worse a sin than the person who is maybe having sex with person he’s not married to.  It’s a sin.  But it’s no worse so we’ve got to really be careful about that.  

Sex is intended for a man and a woman.  That’s God’s plan.  

The other part, and this is the part that makes it tough for most people because the reality is most people don’t struggle with the guy and the girl thing.  Most people are on board with that.  But it’s the next one that most people struggle with.

Sex is intended for marriage.

Genesis 2:24 says this “So a man will leave his father and his mother and be united with his wife and the two will become one body.”  Hebrews 13:4 says, “Marriage should be honored by everyone, and husband and wife should keep their marriage pure.  [Interesting.  Husband and wife.  Man and woman should keep their marriage pure.]  God will judge as guilty those who take part in sexual sins.”  

So you guys, remember I said tonight it’s all about the basics.  Super, super basic but we’ve got to get it.  We’ve got to get the fact that sex is not wrong.  At the same time sex is not limitless.  There are limits to it.  The limits to sex are these two limits that I just described.  These are God’s limitations to sex – a man and a woman who are married to each other.  That’s God’s plan for sex.

No ifs, ands, or buts.  So you see the guy who is attracted to guys, the guy who is a homosexual and having sex with a guy, we hear that and we think in our mind, Ugh!  The guy who’s having sex with a girl and they’re not married.  It’s a guy and a girl but they’re not married.  Or a guy and a guy or a girl and a girl.  Same thing.  It’s sin.  They’re both breaking God’s plan.  One’s not worse than the other.  They’re both outside of God’s plan for sex.  We just need to understand that.  

It’s pretty crazy stuff.  It’s interesting but the world wants to change everything.  You know in the news they’re saying, There’s all these people trying to pass laws that say marriage shouldn’t have to be between a man and a woman.  Have you been listening to that?  If the state of California changes the law and Governor Schwarzenegger or President Bush or whoever now say that marriage can now be between guy and a guy or a girl and a girl, does that make it right?  No.  Even if all of America changes their rules, their rules don’t matter.  If the teacher that you like the most at school has a different opinion other than this, it doesn’t really matter.  If the most popular kid at school laughs at you for having these beliefs, it really doesn’t matter.  The only rules that matter are God’s rules.  God’s laws, God’s standards are way above any other standard.  So if the state of California says, Homosexuals can get married and we have to recognize them as married, it doesn’t make it right.  It doesn’t.  If all of your teachers and your sex education people at school say, Go ahead and have sex, just be careful, it doesn’t make it right.  God’s got a very specific plan.  

When we ignore God’s plan the gift, if somebody could have said to the tribesman, “Let me explain this gift to you.  Here is a coke bottle instruction book.  Don't hit each other in the head with it.  In fact, don’t even use it for grinding corn meal.  Here’s the instruction book of all the great ways.  You can put water in there and you can drink.  Isn’t that awesome?  Wow!” 

God’s gift of sex comes with an incredible instruction book.  But we live in a world that doesn’t want to do it that way.  You know what would be the only thing more sad than those ladies hitting each other over the head with this coke bottle?  You saw that in the movie and thought that’s sad, they just don’t get it.  I remember the first time I’m watching it I'm almost yelling at the TV, “Put water in the coke bottle!”  Stupid people!  But think how much more sad it would have been if the guy’s up there drinking it, he throws a bottle out, and right after that he throws out with it the coke bottle instruction Book.  He throws that out with it.  So they find the bottle and they find the instruction book on how to use this bottle.  Then he thinks, “I don’t need that.  We’ll figure it out on our own.”  And they go around using it for all of these weird purposes, causing damage, causing pain, causing suffering.  That would have been really sad.  

Yet the reality is this.  God’s incredible gift of sex has an instruction manual.  God tells us what His plan is for sex.  He tells us how to keep it from becoming painful, hurtful, destructive.  We think if God was so loving, He wouldn’t allow abortion.  He wouldn’t allow unborn babies to be killed if God was so loving.  Don’t blame that on God.  Blame people for taking the instruction book and throwing it away.  When people say, “If God was so loving He wouldn’t allow AIDS to be killing millions of people!  I don’t believe in God because He lets people die of AIDS.”  Don't blame that on God.  Blame that on people who take the instruction book, throw it away, and decide, I'm going to figure it out myself.  “If God were so loving He wouldn’t allow all these babies to be born without dads.  He wouldn’t allow that.  He would make every baby have a dad.”  Don't blame that on God.  Blame that on people who take the instruction book, throw it away and say, “We’ll figure this thing out on our own.  Our way makes more sense.”  When we do it our way it ends up causing pain.  It ends up causing hurt.  Consequences.  It becomes this mess that God had never intended it to become.  

You guys, God gave us this incredible gift of sex.  It’s a good gift.  It’s awesome the Bible makes the promise everything from God is good.  That’s awesome.  We have a tendency to think, “I'm fourteen!  I know more than God.  I'm going to do what I want to do.  I’ll worry about it later on.  I can handle it.”  And you guys, the world is full of people who start out thinking, This is the greatest thing in the world and it gets all out of control and causes all kinds of hurt.  That’s certain not the way God intended it to turn out.

Next week we’re going to take a look because it’s pretty obvious.  If we look and say, Here’s God’s plan.  God’s plan is for sex to be awesome between a man and a woman in marriage.  That’s God’s plan.  It’s pretty obvious, we look around the world something went kind of wrong.  That doesn’t seem to be the plan that most people are living out.  So what went wrong?  Where did we go off?  We’re going to take a look at that next week so I hope you will come.  

Let me give you the thought for the week this week.  It’s pretty basic.  The thought for the week this week is: God’s plan is perfect.  It might not be popular, it might not be the easiest plan to follow.  Nobody said following God was the easy path.  In fact, you know this?  You know there’s a verse in the Bible that basically says this: That God’s way is narrow, God’s path is narrow and very few people are willing to walk it.  But it leads to life.  The world’s path is wide and lots of people follow it.  It’s the easy way but it leads to destruction.  God’s path, God’s plan isn’t popular.  It isn’t even super easy.  But it is the perfect plan.  I hope you guys over the next few weeks will be willing to consider putting God’s plan into action in your own life.

Prayer:


God, thanks so much for every student in this room.  God, thank You for loving us.  Thank You for the gift of sex and sexuality and for the differences between guys and girls and the way You created us is an amazing thing.  It’s awesome.  It just shows how much You love us, that we are so unique and so different in the way that You created human beings.  It’s an incredible plan.  It’s a good plan.  It’s a perfect plan.  God, help us to be young men and young women who are willing to consider the possibility that Your plan is better than the plans that we can come up with on our own.  That Your plan for sex is the better plan than what the TV shows teach us.  God, Your plan for sex is better than MTV’s plan for sex.  Help us just to trust that.  We trust You for so much else in life.  We believe Your promises.  We trust You for the promise of heaven.  Help us to trust that Your plan for sex is really the best plan.  God, give us an incredible week as we head back to school, some of us, after a great spring break.  Give us a great week.  Keep us safe in everything that we do.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.
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