Take IT Like a Man 

Week 1 - Stop Chasing, Take a Knee

Today we’re starting a two week series called “Take it Like a Man.”  In this series, what I’m doing is I’m going to paint a picture of three character qualities that I think are very important for men.  That really shatters the stereotype of what most people in the world think a man is supposed to be like.  I will tell you that I think young men ought to long for these character qualities.  I think men ought to strive for them.  And ladies, I think you ought to look for them and encourage them when you see them in men.  

I’m going after the biggies.  I was with a group of men, kind of brainstorming with them and talked to them about the direction I want to take this series.  All of the guys – some single, some married, some young, some old, all kind of had the same concern.  “Doug, the women are going to kill us on this.  My wife’s going to nudge me.  My mom’s going to work me over.  They’re going to go after us.”  So in fifteen years of being here I’ve never started a series with a rule.  But I’m going to give you a rule.  Here’s the rule: Ladies, this series is not a free pass for you to nag the men in your life.  It’s not a series where you can say around the house “Somebody hasn’t been listening to Pastor Doug, have they?”  This is not a series to take the CD to play it so they can fall asleep listening to it.  

What I’m saying is this is not your opportunity to go all Oprah on men.  This is not it.  We know nagging doesn’t work.  Any type of conviction – that is the role of the Holy Spirit not your role, not your career.  And listening to a CD before they go to sleep will just make them go to sleep faster.  The only thing that will insure that they go immediately to sleep is if you play a CD of Pastor Rick.  Because he has such a soothing voice!

Gentlemen, I’m going to help you.  You know I’m your brother.  Ladies, I’m going to help you with this rule as well.  Here’s what I’ve done.  This tear-off in your bulletin is for you to use.  Guys, here’s how it works.  Keep it on you at all times.  If at any point your wife, your mom, your girlfriend, sister says, “You’re not doing what Doug told you to do!”  Pull it out.  You don’t even have to say anything: “Work in progress” says it all.  

I was going to leave the other side blank and you could fill in whatever you wanted but I thought that might be even more dangerous to you.  And by the way, this can only be used in communication as it revolves around this series.  It’s not for all types of communication in your relationship.  If your wife says, “Do I look fat in this dress?” don’t hold this up.  Don’t go there!  If you do you will be a work in progress.

Ladies, I also want to let you know that you don’t have two weeks off.  This is not a free pass for you.  As a matter of fact on the top of the outline where it says “Take IT Like a Man,” why don’t you write the letters “Wo” in front of “man” because this will apply to you as well.  I’m going to have a lot of male illustrations but I guarantee you the qualities that we’re going to talk about will look very attractive on you as well.  You just pull them off a lot better and easier than men do.  

When I was a little boy I loved my dad.  I realize I’m in a rare type of relationship where I had a great relationship with my dad.  He was the best man in my wedding.  When I was a little boy I just looked up to him as a man.  Someday I’m going to be a man.  When I was real little I remember the first ideal of what I wanted to be when I grew up was to be a superhero.  A lot of men think about superheroes and they want to be like superheroes.  On the survey I put on the website that a few thousand people filled out I asked you to rate your favorite superhero.  Just so you know, Batman won three to one over Spiderman.  Ten to one over Mr. Rogers.  But I choose Batman too because of all the cool gadgets and the way that he fought.  Remember this?  Every time he’d throw a punch you’d see “Kapow!”  I loved that!  

Then as you got a little older you kind of pushed the superhero aside when you realized that’s make believe.  Then I moved on to wanting a career that involved the word “man”.  Boys want to be policeman.  Or fireman.  Truck driver man.  For me, preacher man.  
When I was five years old I came here and listened to Pastor Rick speak.  It was very, very inspiring.  

But my real dream, and I’ve told you this before, I wanted to be professional athlete.  I remember ever week looking forward to getting Sports Illustrated in the mail because it was like this museum of page after page of men playing boys’ game.  Every week (well, not every week.  There was one week my mom took the magazine from me and gave it to my dad and he never gave it back.)  But you’d see these men breaking tackles or hitting the game winning home run, or the jump shot to win the game.  Or reeling in the fish the size of a Buick.  No, fishing’s not a sport – I just made that up!  Like NASCAR today.  NASCAR is not a sport.  I couldn’t have got a way with saying NASCAR’s not a sport if I were from the south.  They would have charged the stage and killed me but here we’ve got a few years before it catches on if it ever does.  We’ve been talking about doing a NASCAR venue here at Saddleback.  That you drive onto the church property, tune into a station that has the sermon, then you just drive in circles.  Kind of like glorified drivers’ ed.  

Along the way for me that dream of athletic greatness it faded.  I think it was somewhere along the line I learned that to be a professional athlete you had to be good.  As that dream faded there is a dream that never left me.  The dream that never left me was to be someone great or to do something great.  

Men, do you remember when you were a little boy the dream of being or doing something great?  Everyone does.  Anytime you ask a little child, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” you never hear a little kid say, “I’d like to strive for mediocrity.”  It’s not going to happen.  As a child we have these dreams of greatness but somewhere along the way there’s the dream of greatness, dreams of glory that have a head on collision with reality.  Life gets in the way.  Pain, disappointment, broken relationships.  Death.  Things that don’t work.  Unreasonable or unmet expectations.  What happens with men is when that dream fizzles or that dream fades what we do is we go after another dream.  We settle for a lesser dream.  Actually I’d even argue that we buy into somebody else’s dream.  That when the innocence of childhood is lost, boys pick up the dream of what it looks like to be a man.  

Our culture has painted a picture of what it looks like to be a man.  Boys learn at a very young age that men are chasers.  They love to chase things.  The object of the chase almost is secondary to the chase in and of itself.  They want to chase a career, they want to chase power, they want to chase women, money, positions, whatever it is.  It’s not enough for men just to chase.  Not only when we chase we want to chase and capture and then show off what we’ve won.  That’s why men love trophies and awards.

Ladies, you see trophies as taking up space, collecting dust.  Everybody knows that women did not invent trophies.  You invented scrapbooking, bunko night, things like that.  But not trophies.  Dudes love trophies.  Trophies with an animal head on it.  We chased it, captured it, conquered it.  It doesn’t even have to be that dramatic.  Any type of trophy.  It could be a sock painted gold shellacked on a two by four, Honorable Mention, guys say, “That’s mine!”  because we love to chase.  We’ve bought into the stereotype of what a man is.  A man chases.  He works hard.  He’s strong.  He’s prideful.  He conquers.  He advances.  He gets his way.  And along the way he spits and he scratches and he lifts heavy objects.  That’s a male.

Why I’m so excited about this series is because I want to take that stereotype and I want to flip it upside down.  As a matter of fact in this series I want to tell you that the chase is an empty chase and it leads to dead ends.  I want to help you see that a real man is not defined by catching his prize.  That a real man is defined when he realizes that God is chasing him to capture his heart and help him become someone and do something so much greater than he would have ever imagined on his own.

As I said, what we’re going to talk about is what young boys ought to long for, what men ought to strive for, what women ought to look for and encourage in men.

I put in your notes, not scripture, but a Doug Fields’ quote.  I wanted you to get this: “God’s dream for a man is far bigger and more powerful than the cultural stereotype of a real man.  God’s dream for you isn’t something you chase it’s something you become.”  Underline “something you become.”  In order to become who God wants you to become you’ve got to take it like a man.  

Gentlemen, how many remember as a boy hearing that phrase from somebody stronger that you.  “Take it like a man!”  It was when you were a little afraid, a little fearful and you needed to be coaxed into something.  A shot at the doctor’s office – “Take it like a man.”  If you had an older brother you lost a bet or something like that and he’s going to punch you in the arm.  “Take it like a man!”  You had to kiss your grandma who had a mustache – “Take it like a man!”  You were afraid of something, you needed a little coaxing.  

I’m convinced that most men are afraid of what I’m about to tell them.  That the qualities that we’re going to unearth in this series I think most men are afraid of.  Because it shatters the stereotype of what a stereotypical male is supposed to be.  I think most guys are afraid of what I’m about to say.  I want to encourage you to take it like a man.  

Before you can take It like a man you have to identify what It is.  On the very top of your notes you see a pair of scissors.  You might circle the scissors and circle “it” in the title.  Take it like a man because that’s what the it is.  The it is the scissors.  The It is what God wants to cut from your life so He has room to mold Himself into your life.  When Doug Fields was a little boy and just bought into the stereotype of this is what a guy is this is what a male is, – “Doug, everybody knows this is what guys are.”  As we get on that journey of the stereotypical male some questionable quality characteristics seep into our lives that need to be cut out of our life.  Take It like a man is God cutting some of those areas out of our lives so there’s room for Him to mold Himself into our lives.  

And to be very male oriented, very graphic when you see the scissors you know what I want you to think of?  I want you to think of circumcision.  Some of you don’t know whether to laugh or pass out right now.  I heard laughs and I heard “ gross” at the same time from you.  

We’re going to talk about circumcision.  I want you to think about that.  I realize some of you are asking, “Do we have to talk about circumcision in church?”  My daughter asked me yesterday, “Dad, I’m going to bring a friend.  What are you talking on?”  I said “Circumcision.”  She said, “No, really, Dad, what are you talking on?”  Circumcision.  “Really?  I know it’s in the Bible Are you going to tell stories and stuff?”  No.  We’re just going to talk about it.  

I you’re visiting today, come back.  In the fifteen years I’ve been here I have heard circumcision taught.  But we’re going to go after it.  We’re going to dive right in.  

Before you become hypercritical of the subject or get woozy I want you to understand that circumcision comes right out o the Bible.  That circumcision is as much a spiritual concept as it is snip-snip – a physical one.  That there are dozens of references to circumcision in the Bible.  Why?  Because God views circumcision as a way to identify His people.  

At the very beginning of the Bible, Genesis 17, and see where it comes from.  God is speaking to Abraham here.  He says “I will establish My covenant as an everlasting covenant between Me and you [Abraham] and your descendants after you and for the generations to come [Here’s the covenant] to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.  This is My covenant with you and your descendants after you.  The covenant you are to keep is every male among you shall be circumcised.”

Circumcision was God’s covenant to the people of Israel.  It was God’s covenant to the Jewish people.  The Jewish people revered circumcision because it was the sign of God’s covenant that God would be their God.  That’s where it came from.  

I’ve got to imagine that when God says to Abraham “Here’s going to be the sign – circumcision.”  I’ve got to believe that Abraham went “Really?  Are You goofin’ on me?  Circumcision?  Come on!  That doesn’t seem fair.  Noah got a rainbow.  And I get stuck with this?”  I even thought in my mind of all the ideas that God had how did He come up with that one?  Was that by Himself or as a result of a trinity brainstorm session – God the Father, God the son, God the Holy Spirit just throwing out ideas and wring on the blackboard.  “Have them shave their head – no, anybody can do that.  Tattoo of a flower – no too feminine.  Have them cut some of their skin off – hmmmmm, that has potential.  Where do you think we should do that?  That’ll get their attention.  That gets right at the heart of a guy.”  

What’s the result?  The result is millions of Jewish males were circumcised to show they were God’s people.  Simply put, circumcision was their ID card, their form of identification.  How they showed it and how often they showed it, I don’t know.  

Fast forward two thousand years to Jesus’ era where circumcision is still part of life.  You’re able to tell the Jew apart from the gentile.  Post Jesus in the era of the Apostle Paul.  The Apostle Paul, a Jew himself, is now talking about circumcision but he moves circumcision a little north of the belt line to the heart.  Colossians 2 “When you came to Christ you were circumcised but not by a physical procedure.  It was a spiritual procedure, the cutting away of your sinful nature.”
Not only in this passage but in the Old Testament in Deuteronomy 10 and the New Testament, Romans 2, amongst many others, this is referred to as circumcision of the heart.  This It – take It like a man – this is really a spiritual procedure.  As odd as it might sound God wants to circumcise your heart.  God wants to cut away the sin that is in Doug Fields’ life so that it has more room for Him.  That’s God’s dream for me.  

God’s dream isn’t something we chase.  God’s dream is something we become.  Simply put I’d say it like this: God wants to cut into me the image of Jesus.  Less of Doug’s sin and put in Jesus.  Less Doug, more Jesus.  Less pride, more humility.  Less self, more service.  Less apathy, more compassion.  To change me in such a way is God’s dream.  Such a way that I’m new, I’m different, that my life is attractive.  To cut my heart in such a way that I become who I’ve always dreamt about becoming.  Someone who is someone great and does something great by God’s standards.  

Colossians 3 the Apostle Paul continues and says, “For you have stripped off your old evil nature and all its wicked deeds.  In its place you have clothed yourself with a brand new nature that is continually being renewed as you learn more and more about Christ who created this new nature within you.  In this new life it doesn’t matter if you’re a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave or free, Christ is all that matters and He lives in all of us.”  

I know that when I’m sitting where you’re sitting and we see a long passage for a lot of it, it goes in one ear and out the other.  I’ve got to go back home and study that passage.  I realize this is a long text.  So I underlined the sentence I really want you to get.  And in that underlined sentence circle a few words.  Circle “new nature.”  Circle “continually.”  Circle “renewed.”  Circle “learn” and circle “about Christ.”  If you just focus on those five circles – a new nature, continually renewed, as we learn about Christ.  

God wants to create a new nature in me.  God wants me to look like His Son.  Romans 8 in the Philipps paraphrase it says this, “God chose them to bear the family likeness of His Son.”  That’s the big picture.  The big picture is this: that God wants to cut me to look like Jesus.  You’ve heard the expression Christlike.  Circumcise my heart.  Cut away the sin in my life so that I might look like Christ.  That’s the big picture.  

Now let’s go to the little picture.  The little picture are three ways that I think we cooperate in that cutting.  We’re going to do one this week and I’m going to talk about two next week.  I mentioned already they’re the biggies.  

God cuts, we cooperate.  We cooperate, God cuts.  There are some actions that you and I can take to cooperate in this process.  

You see the phrase “Take a knee.”  Take a knee is my way to help you remember this word “Humility.”  Basically what I’m saying is stop the chase, take a knee.  

Men, I understand what you might even be thinking when you write down he word “humility.”  I understand guys.  As far as I know I’ve been one my entire life.  I hang out with them.  I talk with them.  I do life with guys.  I know some guys even writing down the word “humility” it feels a little unmanly.  The reason it feels unmanly is it doesn’t fit the stereotype of what we’ve learned that a man is.  When you write “humility” you think, “Isn’t that a posture of submission?”  Dudes don’t like to submit to anyone.  You might even think humility is synonymous with weak, or timid.  You’re probably say, “Braveheart didn’t take a knee!  Braveheart painted his face blue and yelled ‘Freedom!’  He was courageous.  He was battler.  He went out and chased and conquered and came back with heads on his sword.  He didn’t submit.’”  

You’re wrong.  He did.  Take a gladiator, a warrior.  Somebody who is known for the chase and being a true man in that environment or that culture or that definition.  When that warrior would come back and see the king that warrior would take a knee.  Not out of weakness but out of a greater understanding that he knew who the king was.  He takes a knee and submits not out of weakness but to a higher authority.  

Let’s go to a current day gladiator.  Let’s talk about a man’s man.  Talk about a football player.  A football player shows up with the pad and the armor to knock somebody out, to destroy, to tackle the team.  When a football player or group of football players comes to the field and the coach says, “Men, take a knee.”  They take a knee at the feet of the coach.  They don’t take a knee out of weakness.  They take a knee because they understand who the coach is, that he’s got the game plan, he’s got the wisdom, he’s got the knowledge to help them succeed in life.  

Humility is not a sign of weakness.  As a matter of fact I would argue just the opposite.  That you can’t be humble if you’re weak.  You’ve got to be strong.  You’ve got to be – maybe a better word – secure.  Humility flows out of security.  I’m secure in who God is.  God is God.  And because God is God and I feel secure and I feel loved, I feel accepted, I feel valued I can be humble.  I can take a place of humility.

For me, my life, I’ll tell you why this is difficult for me.  I feel very secure in my relationship with God.  I feel loved, I feel forgiven, I feel accepted, I feel valued by God.  But humility is difficult for me because I like me.  I like to talk about me and I like other people to talk about me.  I like conversations to evolve around me.  I like the world to kind of revolve around me.  I like me a lot.  As a matter of fact, I like me so much that I like to sing songs – Dough, ray, me… I like those type of things.  When we go out to dinner I like to eat at “Me Me’s”.  Anything with me.  Anything to emphasize me.  I like me.  

I’ve been a follower of Christ since I was a teenager.  The sad thing is this: God is not done cutting my heart yet.  Because I’m not done cooperating.  Because humility doesn’t come naturally for me.  I’m sad to say that.  I’m embarrassed to say that.  I wish that it did come more natural with me.  I can stand before you and say, I’m not as proud and as arrogant and as self-centered as I used to be.  But don’t get me wrong – I still am.  And I wish I wasn’t.  But I’m not as much as I used to be.

You know what that means?  That means the it is working.  That means God’s cutting is working in my life.  I’m fairly confident that I’m not stranded alone on this little Island of Me.  Can you relate to the love of yourself?  Do you regularly feel the desire and the need to win?  The need to be noticed?  The desire to prove your worth?  The need to be first, to get people to value you? Can you identify with any of those?  You probably find humility difficult as well.  As a matter of fact I’d probably say this.  You probably find it attractive in other people but you also find yourself in competition with other people.  

Because there’s something inside of us that begins to grow when we don’t get our way, when somebody else is winning, when we feel like we’ve been cheated.  There’s something inside of us that begins to grow and what it does is it keeps humility at a distance.  The same thing that happens when the spotlight is on it, the spotlight is on ourselves it grows even more.  It’s the same thing that fuels that chase to be the stereotypical man.  

 Does anybody know what that it is that begins to grow?  Pride.  Absolutely.  Pride is the devastating sloth, especially in men.  Pride has destroyed more men.  Ladies, I understand that women have pride issues as well.  You just tend to typically express it in different ways.  Guys express their pride in such dramatic ways that it destroys them.  It destroys careers and relationships and families.  Guys are vocal.  “I’m not gong to lose on this one!  I’m not going to be shown up.  There’s no way in the world I’m saying I’m saying ‘I’m sorry’ to that guy.”  Pride is destructive.  

That’s nothing new.  The Bible says that about pride.  Proverbs 11 says, “Pride leads to disgrace.”  Proverbs 29 “Pride ends in humiliation.”  Humility is here and pride is the exact opposite.  

A person who is humble can allow other people to be the star.  A person who is humble can shine the spotlight on other people.  A person who is humble doesn’t have to speak with their words.  Their action, their life speaks for themselves.  It’s not a sign of weakness.  You have to be strong to be humble.  

Actually pride is weakness.  I’ll tell you this about prideful men.  Prideful men are lonely and they’re scared and they’ll never admit it because they’re prideful.  If you’re a prideful man let me just paint the picture of your future.  If you’re a prideful man you’re going to be lonely, you’re going to be distant, you’re going to be disconnected.  Prideful men die alone.  They might die with some family around them but they don’t die with any close friends.  Even the family is awkward to prideful men.

Humility is a lot of weight to lift and few men can lift it.  That’s why humility in a man is a very rare quality.  

We can learn about humility.  We can learn about humility from the life of Christ.  He modeled it.  We will learn about Christ.  Philippians 2:5 says this “Your attitude should be the same that Christ Jesus had…” Attitude is part of the it factor.  The Apostle Paul was trying to challenge believers to change their attitude.  In verse 6 he describes specifically what that attitude is.  “Though He was God [referring to Jesus], He did not demand and cling to His rights as God….”
That one blows me away.  If you really capture that, if it isn’t too much for you right there reread that.  He was God.  Jesus a hundred percent man and a hundred percent God.  He did not demand or cling to His rights as God.  If I was making a list of a hundred ways that Doug Fields is not like Jesus, this would be on it.  If I was God, if I was a hundred percent human and a hundred percent God, I would let people know about it.  I would cling to those rights.  I’d have “Doug is God” badges.  “Doug is God” bumper stickers.  “Doug is God” billboards at my house.  I’d have a movie called “Doug Almighty.”  I’d have “Doug is God” Night at Anaheim stadium.  I’d have a product line – “Doug is God” shoes, soap on a rope.  Everything letting people know that I’m God.  You say, “Doug can we talk?”  Call me God!  We don’t need to talk because I’m God and I already know what’s on your mind.  

That’s what I would do but Jesus took a more humble route.  Verse 7 “He made Himself nothing; He took the humble position of a slave and appeared in human form.  And in human form He obediently humbled Himself even further by dying a criminal's death on the cross.”  You look at a snapshot of the life of Jesus and you see humility.  Think about this.  Maybe you’re here and you don’t know much about Jesus.  He was born in a manger.  Humble.  He spent His life serving others.  He was obedient to God the Father.  He experienced a brutal death on the cross.  None of those are signs of weakness.  It’s undeniable strength.  That Jesus was strong and yet He was humble.  

What I want you to see is look at the results of a humble life.  Verses 9-11, “Because of this, God raised Him up to the heights of heaven and gave Him a name that is above every other name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  
If you’d unpack those you’d see the results of humility.  Jesus was lifted up.  Jesus was exalted.  A humble life did not lead to a humiliated life in the eyes of God.  It led to an exalted life.  What I want you to hear is this.  The Bible is very clear that it teaches there will be a reward for humility.  The humble will be honored.  The humble will be rewarded.  I think they’re going to be rewarded here on earth because I think other people are attracted to humble people.  I think there are actual earthly rewards connected to humility.  But God in His whole way He rewards people in His divine sovereign way that I can’t figure out.  What I do know is I trust God’s word.  It will be rewarded.

When we read those Proverbs passages we just read the downside.  I left out the upside from you.  Now let’s look at the upside.  Proverbs 11, I read “Pride leads to disgrace [here’s the upside] but with humility comes wisdom.”  Proverbs 29, I read “Pride ends in humiliation [and here’s the upside] while humility brings honor.”  Disgrace or wisdom.  What do you want?  Pride leads to disgrace.  Humility leads to wisdom.  Pride ends in humiliation or humility brings honor.  These are no brainers.  

What does it look like for you?  Let’s go right to your life.  Let’s hold the mirror up right in front of your face.  What would humility look for you?  What does humility look like for you in the marketplace?  What does it look like for you in your family?  What does it look like for you when you’re at school?  What does it look like in your friendships and your relationships and your parenting?  What does a humble person look like?  

Let me give you one phrase that I think you can remember.  Here’s what a humble person looks like.  They take the spotlight off themselves and they put it on other people.  You can only do that when you’re secure in God.  

Men, I know we need practical examples.  I have a list of some practical examples of what that means to take the spotlight off yourself onto other people.

· Instead of retaliating, you reconcile.  That’s humility.  

· You ask questions and listen, instead of doing all the talking.  That’s humility.

· In your organization or your business, you make other people the heroes instead of you.  That requires humility.

· You say, “I’m sorry.  I was wrong.”  That requires humility.  

· Humility may require you to choose discomfort so that other people around you can have comfort.  

· In the marketplace, you minimize your status of boss so you can serve people below you.  I’m not saying you don’t express your influence.  You express your influence; you just don’t express your ego.  That requires humility.  

· You take a personal loss so that others experience a win.

Humble men make others feel good about themselves.  There’s just something about humble people who are authentic lovers of others, who make their family and friends and co-workers they make them feel liked.  They make them feel unburdened.  People want to be around humble people.  Arrogance repels, humility attracts.  Humble men take the spotlight off themselves and put it on other people.

Let me ask you a question – evaluate yourself.  Do the buddies in your life feel safe to share their deep concerns with you?  I’m making an assumption.  I’m making an assumption you have buddies in your life and for most men, most men die lonely.  It’s very difficult to create long lasting deep friendships when you’re filled with pride.  That’s why the stereotypical man does not have deep friendships.  But assuming that you do, do they feel safe to talk about deep issues in their life?  

If you’re not hearing deep issues from your friends’ lives let me tell you what that means.  You’re not safe.  They think you’re either going to reject them, you’re going to make fun of them, or maybe worse, you won’t take those deep issues seriously.  

I’ve watched men’s small groups.  Guys who want to go to deeper places but there’s so much pride in that small group that they just want to spend the whole time talking about business or sports.  Then when it comes to me to share prayer requests what they do – they don’t feel safe to talk about the deep issues of their life so then they pray for Uncle Bob’s bunion surgery.  And what do they do?  They stay on the surface.  

Gentlemen, let me tell you this.  This whole survey I asked you to fill out on the website this week.  Eighty percent of the men that took it said they struggle with sexual temptation.  That’s not a surprise to me.  The majority of men that took it, another question, also said they wanted to be closer to God.  So track with me.  You’ve got a bunch of guys struggling with sexual temptation and a bunch of guys who want to be closer to God but we live on the surface of life.  Because there’s so much pride and arrogance I’m afraid to admit that I have struggles.  That’s what pride does.  

Humble men are healthy men.  Let’s take a look at humility in the context of being a dad.  For those of you who are dads/fathers.  What does a humble dad look like?  Your kids aren’t threatened of intimidated.  If you’re a dad that uses a lot of guilt and shame, you’re not a humble dad.  You’re an arrogant bully.  That’s what it looks like.  You guys can blow me off on this if you want.  You don’t have to take what I’m about to say as truth.  I’ve spent the last twenty-five years of my life hanging around teenagers.  I’ve seen something.  Arrogant men produce insecure children.  Humble men create confident kids.  I’ve seen it.

Put that to the test.  Where are you with that?  What does it look like?  

My challenge is stop the chase and take a knee.  Stop the chase and take a knee.  That’s humility.  That’s the attitude that God wants for you.  He wants to cut away my pride and your pride and He wants to make us more like Christ.  

Let’s go real practical.  Today.  For the rest of the day.  Tomorrow in the market place.  Take the spotlight off yourself and put it on other people.  Try that every day.  What are you doing?  You’re cooperating while God is cutting.

Here’s the gig on this whole thing.  Circumcision of the heart is elective surgery.  You get to choose whether you’re going to cooperate with God’s cutting.  God wants to make you like Christ.  He wants to turn you into the man that in your heart you want to be.  He does the cutting we do the cooperating.  We cooperate.  He operates.

Imagine with me for a second.  Imagine if you were to go through life and you were characterized by humility.  “[Your name] is a humble man.  He is a humble man.”  Imagine if you were characterized that way by those around you.  You know what they would feel like?  They would feel safe.  They would want to be around you.  They would feel safe because you’re not always trying to win.  You’re not always trying to outdo them.  Can you imagine just kind of going through life with a sense of confidence, this confidence that is inspired by a conviction that God is God.  A confidence through life inspired by conviction.  As opposed to kind of going through life with an arrogance that is inspired by prideful insecurity.  

I’ve seen humility in others and I’m very attracted to it.  I also have read enough from God’s word to know that that’s what He wants to cut into my life.  But that surgery is elective.  I’ve got a choice.  You’ve got a choice.  

I’d love to see more humility in the men and women in our church and see how God honors their life.  My guess you want that in your life too.  

Prayer:


God, thank You for loving us.  Thank You for loving us enough to not want us to be the same.  Thank You God for having a dream for us that is so different than the dream that many of us men have been chasing.  God, would You forgive us for chasing an artificial image of what a man is.  God, I know there are men and women here who want to take a knee and cooperate with Your cutting so that humility would appear.  I know the hearts of so many of these wonderful people who You love so much.  Who want for themselves what You want for them.  God, we don’t want to be the same.  Maybe you’re sitting here today and that describes you, would you just say in your heart, “God, change me.”  Thank You that You hear our prayers.  We ask You to cooperate while we cooperate and make attempts this week at humility.  Putting the spotlight on other people.  We ask this in the name of Jesus.  Amen.  

12

