Check It Out: a Quick Look at God’s Book 

What is it, anyways?
Chances are you guys all have one of these – a Bible.  Or your parents have one and you’ve got one setting on a shelf somewhere.  But even though we all have one or we’ve all seen one, even though all of our lessons here at the Wildside come straight out of the Bible and your C group lessons come straight out of the Bible, it’s still really interesting to me to realize how little some of us know about the Bible.  

A couple weeks ago in my small group of seventh grade guys we were talking about the Bible.  It was really surprising to me to realize how little time they ever spent reading it at all and how little they actually know about it.  So kind of birthed out of that we decided that maybe we could do a two-week real short series, taking a quick look at the Bible.  The series we’re calling “Check It Out: a Quick Look at God’s Book.”  We’re going to spend two weeks taking a real quick look at this super important book.  

What you may not know about the Bible is this book that I’m holding in my hand is the best selling book of all times.  It’s a number one best seller.  In fact, if you were to add up all the Harry Potter books all the Left Behind books – all those together haven’t sold as many copies as the Bible.  It’s probably the most controversial book ever written.  Just mentioning the Bible to some people freaks them out.  If you don’t think this is controversial, just take this book to school tomorrow and set it on the corner of your desk in math class.  Pretty soon you’ll notice people’s reactions.  Maybe the teacher will say, “You can’t have a Bible.”  It’s a controversial book.  In fact, there’s countries of the world where you’re not even allowed to have one.  It’s illegal to have a Bible.  People have died because they’ve had a Bible.  So it’s a really controversial, life changing, powerful book.  It just happens to be the best selling book of all time.

Yet we don’t know that much about it.  So what we’re going to do is spend the next fifteen minutes or so and we’re going to move really quick.  Notice the outlines are so long we couldn’t even put them in your bulletins this week.  They’re front and back!  And there’s like 24 blanks on your outline.  Which means a couple of things.  You might have to have two pens because the pen you have might run out of ink.  If you take this outline home tonight and your mom or dad says, “What did you do in Wildside?”  You’re going to whip out this outline and say, “Check this out!  Twenty-four fill ins about the Bible!”  And you’re mom will be going, “Oh, my gosh!  Your wrist must be so sore!  I’d like to take you to your favorite restaurant for dinner!” And your dad will say, “Twenty-four blanks about the Bible!  Holy smokes!  Extra allowance this week!” Who knows what’s going to happen?

So what I want you to do is follow along, fill in the blanks.  We’re going to give you all kinds of facts and figures and information, knowledge about this Bible, about this book that so many people have read.  About the book that so many people have been upset by.  The most controversial best selling book of all times.  I’m going to give you guys some information about it tonight that hopefully will find kind of interesting.  It’s not like normal lesson.  We’re going to move really quick! 

There’s all kinds of verses in the Bible that kind of give us some insight into what the Bible is about.  One of them is in 2 Timothy 3.  It says this, “All scripture is God breathed and it’s useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness so that the people of God may be thoroughly quipped for every good work.”  That kind of gives us a little picture of what the Bible is all about.  

Here’s some facts that you might want to know about the Bible that we found super interesting.  You guys might as well.

The word “Bible” simply means “book.”  That’s what the word “Bible” means.  It simply means book.  So when you see a Bible and on the front cover it says, “Holy Bible,” – “Holy” means set apart, or perfect.  So the Holy Bible is this book that is set apart, it’s different from other books.  It’s perfect.  So the Holy Bible is this perfect, set apart book.  That’s really what the Holy Bible means.

Another interesting fact – and this is the one you want to circle, draw a line under, we could do a whole lesson on this but we’re not – the Bible is God breathed.  In parenthesis we put “inspired by God.”  It’s not just inspired by God because you can be inspired by all kinds of things, right?  You an go to math class tomorrow and you can walk out and go, “I’m just so inspired by Algebra!  When I was sitting in Algebra class I just got this warm feeling all over me and I just filled inspired to write an algebraic poem.”  You could.  It’s weird, but you could do that.

So when we say that it’s inspired by God that’s not so much what I want you to focus on as much as the idea that it’s God breathed.  God didn’t just inspire people.  Get goose bumps and say, “I’m going to write something down!”  But God through His Holy Spirit, He spoke to the men what He wanted them to write down.  His Spirit breathed into them, “This is what I want you to write down.”  That’s a little bit different than just being inspired.  It’s God’s word being spoken through the Holy Spirit to men who wrote that down and recorded that in the Bible.  Because of that is why it’s perfect and infallible and set apart and holy.  Because it’s God’s words written down through the hands of men.  

Here’s a question for you.  Can someone tell me one of the three original languages the Bible was written in?  The Bible was originally written in three languages.  Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.  Those are the original three languages.  What’s so amazing about the Bible is this.  Since then it’s been translated into over 2000 different languages. 

To get your arms around that, imaging writing a best seller in America, a book that everybody wanted to read.  If you write a really good book in America it might get translated into two or three or four different languages.  They’ll make a Spanish version.  They might make a French version or a German version – three or four different translations of a really good book.  

But the Bible has been translated into over 2000 different languages.  What that means is that in some little remote corner of Africa there’s a group of people that somebody has probably translated the Bible into that language.  Just about every language imaginable some missionary or some scholar has said, “This group of people need this incredible book.”  They probably don’t have Harry Potter in that language.  They probably don’t have the Left Behind series in that language.  But chances are they have a Bible.  

The Bible contains how many books?  Sixty-six.  There’s 66 books in the Bible.  There’s 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.  

The word “testament” means “covenant.”  The word “covenant” probably needs a definition as well.  Here’s the best way I can describe covenant.  Covenant is promise.  It’s like an unbreakable promise of how somebody’s going to deal with somebody else.  So I can make a covenant with one of you.  I can say, “I make a covenant with you to never ever treat you dishonestly.”  You can trust that because you know me and we can make a covenant together.  

The Bible if you’ve ever looked at your Bible you see the Old Testament and the New Testament, the Old Testament is God’s covenant or how He dealt with mankind in the way He worked in history before Jesus Christ was on the scene.  The New Testament is His covenant and the way He dealt with mankind and how He wants us to live since Jesus Christ has been on the scene.  Or in light of the fact that Jesus came to earth.  So the Bible is kind of broken up into the Old Testament – everything before Jesus – and the New Testament – life of Jesus and how we should live as Jesus’ followers.  That’s the Old and the New Testament.

This is interesting: the Bible was written by over 40 different authors.  Forty different people wrote the Bible over thousands of years.  That fact is one of the things that proves that the Bible is perfect and the Bible is flawless.  The reason for that is this.  Can you imagine forty people over thousands of years writing down what they felt that God was telling them to write down?  Then when it all gets compiled it makes sense and it’s cohesive.  Can you imagine about forty of you tonight if I said to you, “For the next fifty years wherever life takes you just journal and write down what you think God would have you write down because fifty years from now we’re going to put it all together for a really perfect book.”  It wouldn’t make sense.  We’d all have different thoughts.  Yet that’s what God did with these forty guys over thousands of years.  He spoke to them and then later it all got compiled into this book that we call a Bible that makes total sense.  

And it doesn’t contradict itself.  It’s not like one guy wrote down, “You shall kill,” and later on somebody wrote down, “You shouldn’t kill.”  No.  Everything makes sense.  It lines up perfectly.  That’s unbelievable with forty different people over thousands of years.  But that’s what happened.  

They came from all different walks of life.  Some of them are fishermen.  Some of them were doctors.  Some were educated, some weren’t.  The Bible is the best selling book of all time – we talked about that earlier.  In fact, this is interesting, when they invented the printing press, when they finally got the ability to start mass producing written documents, – not like now days when you can go to Kinko’s where they’ve got a copy machine or your mom or dad’s office.  But when they first invented the printing press, up until that point, scribes had to hand copy something if you wanted it.  When they first got the ability to mass produce books, guess what the first book was they decided to mass produce?  The Bible.  They thought, this is the one book we’ve got to get in the hands of people.  We’ve got to get this out there! 

If you’re an average reader, you’re not a speed reader (When I was in sixth grade I took a speed reading class.  My mom sent me to this speed reading class at the local junior college and like for ten weeks on Thursday nights I would go.  Supposedly speed reading they teach you where you just kind of look at the page and read it.  It didn’t really work for me.  I’m kind of an average reader like most of you.)  If you’re an average reader you can read the whole Bible in seventy hours.  That’s about how much time it takes to read the entire Bible.  

The Bible covers 6000 years of history.  From Genesis to Revelation the Bible covers 6000 years of history.  It’s one of the most complete history books ever written.  A few minute ago I mentioned the Old and the New Testament.  I said that the Old Testament is really a recorded history of how God has dealt with His people – His laws and how He dealt with His people.  That’s the Old Testament.  Most of the Bible stories that you’ve heard growing up are from the Old Testament.  Most of the Bible stories that you grew up hearing about in Sunday school are from the Old Testament.

Almost every story that we know, so many of the Bible stories, came straight out of the Old Testament.  Sometimes we forget how amazing that part of the Bible is.  If you’ve never read the Old Testament I encourage you to do that.  You might start by thinking, “What was one of my favorite Bible stories when I was growing up?”  And look that up in the Bible and read it again to remind yourself of how powerful God is and how awesome this book called the Bible really is.  

Here are some facts about the Old Testament.  

First, the first seventeen books of the Old Testament are historical books.  They really just give us a really good history of how God interacted with people and what He did with His children and Israel and all those kinds of things.  

The next five books are books of poetry and wisdom.  Maybe one of the most famous wisdom books is the book of Proverbs.  It’s basically right in the middle of your Bible.  You open up to the middle of your Bible and you’ll usually find Proverbs.

Have any of you guys gone to a Chinese or a Japanese restaurant and you get fortune cookie?  You open it up and there’s a little piece of wisdom in there.  The book of Proverbs is sort of like a bunch of God’s little wisdom nuggets for us.  It’s like if God had a bunch of fortune cooks He’d put all that knowledge right there.  Almost every single verse in Proverbs is like cracking open a little fortune cookie to see what God wants to say to us.  You can just close your eyes and pick a verse in Proverbs and it stands alone as this really cool little nugget of wisdom.  Like “A friend does this but an enemy does this.”  Or “A wise man does this but a fool does this.”  It just has all these awesome nuggets of wisdom.  If you wanted to you could read one Proverb a day and chances are sometime during the day you would say, “What I read today kind of makes sense in light of what I’m going through.”

The next seventeen books, kind of the final seventeen books in the Old Testament are books that were written by prophets.  They talked about warning God’s people.  Like, “If you don’t change your ways, this is what God’s going to do.”  And that would always happen if they didn’t change their ways.  These were books written by prophets.  For us looking back at them they’re still history books.  They still show us how God did things.  But they were written by men who God spoke directly to them to say, “This is what I want you to tell this group of people about what I’m going to do.” 

If the Old Testament is how God dealt with His people, if that’s kind of a nutshell version of what the Old Testament is about, how would you summarize what is the message of the New Testament?  The New Testament really is the life and ministry of Jesus Christ and how the followers of Jesus Christ are supposed to live.  That’s really what the New Testament is about.  In fact, the first four books of the New Testament – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – those are called Gospels.  Those are all about the life and ministry of Jesus.  They’re all written by different guys who followed Jesus and recorded His teachings and what He said and what He did.  

There’s one book in the Bible about the beginning of the church.  It’s a history book but it’s a history book about the beginning of the church.  Before Jesus showed up on the scene, the church as we know it really didn’t exist.  It wasn’t until after Jesus died and resurrected that His followers said, Now that Jesus really isn’t with us any more we still need to get together once in a while to encourage each other and to learn and to pray.  So the church was born and the book of Acts is like a history of what the early church was like.  So much of what church today is like is modeled after the early church.  One of the reasons we do small groups is because in the early church there’s an example of people getting together in smaller groups to encourage each other and pray for each other an share their belongings and kind of share life together.  

There’s 21 books about Christian living and principles.  The majority of the New Testament is written to Christ’s followers saying, This is how you should live.  This is how you should think about money and friendship and authority and just about every other topic.  A lot of those books were written to give to churches.  God would say, I want you to give this book to this church to correct them or to show them what I want from them.  Those things that God wanted from the church way back in that day are still the same things He wants from us today.

Then there’s one book, a real famous book, kind of a controversial book, book that everybody likes to read and likes to hear studies on.  It’s the book that the whole Left Behind series that either you’ve read them or you’ve seen your parents reading them – there’s one book, the book of Revelation is a book of prophecy.  It’s a book of things that are still to come.  It’s really the one book, up until the book of Revelation, the whole Bible is really about things in the past and still applicable today.  But the book of Revelation really talks a lot about stuff that hasn’t happened yet.  It’s how God is going to deal with mankind.  And what His plans are for us still in the future.  It’s a great book.

That is sort of a super quick summary of God’s word.  Next week we’re going to take a look at all this stuff about the Bible is important.  It’s important to know what the Bible is.  But next week we’re going to look at what is the Bible supposed to be to us.  

The Bible is much more than just a bunch of facts and figures and history.  It’s important that we know that.  But God wants us to view the Bible as something special for every single one of us.  Back in the old days the religious leaders tried to control who could have a Bible.  They didn’t want the average person to have a Bible.  They wanted to have the only copy of the Bible so that they could kind of be the spokesperson for God.  And they could have the power over the people who came to church.  But that was never the intention of God.  God wants the Bible to be in the hands of everybody.  It’s a living book that’s meant for you and for me.  It’s His love letter.  It’s His book.  It’s His map that He wants us to have to navigate through life.  

Next week were going to take a look at what is the Bible really supposed to do for me.  What good is it for me?  Hopefully you guys will come back.  We want you guys to have a Bible.  If you don’t have a Bible you can buy one from the back.  We sell them for like ten and fifteen bucks back there.  We have a guy who gave us 2000 bibles to give away.  So next week we’re going to have free Bibles here.  If you don’t want to spend your money on a Bible you can get one for free next week.  They won’t be the same ones that we sell back there but you can get one for free.  You can get one to give to a friend.  You can get one to put away someplace in case you lose the one you have or whatever.  But we want you guys to have a Bible because it’s the best selling, most controversial, most important book ever written.  

Think of this guys: The creator of the universe gave us this book.  The creator of life gave us a book on how to live life.  It makes sense that we should check it out.  It’s almost foolish not to.  It’s almost foolish to think, “That’s the best selling, most controversial, most well read book in history written by the creator of the world …  I’ll pass.”  That just doesn’t make sense.  I know it’s kind of difficult so hopefully after next week later we talk about what it can mean to us you guys might develop a little bit more of a hunger and desire to read the Bible on your own.  And not just come to church to get the Bible or not just got to C group to get the Bible.  But kind of start reading it and exploring it on your own.  

The thought for the week kind of goes along with our theme.  We want you to check the Bible out.  We want you to give it a try.  The thought for the week is: Try it, you’ll like it.  

You can’t say, the Bible’s boring if you’ve never cracked open the book.  You can’t say, The Bible doesn’t make sense if you’ve never tried to read it.  You can’t say, The Bible doesn’t apply to my life, if you’ve never looked at.  You’ve got to give it a shot.  I think if you try it, you’ll find that you enjoy reading the Bible.

Prayer:


God, thanks so much for these students that are here tonight.  Thanks for giving us Your word.  That we can learn more about You, that we can learn more about what You want from us.  That, God, You took the time to give us this awesome book.  Thanks for that, God.  I pray that each one of us would just begin to crack open the Bible once in a while and check it out for ourselves.  Father, help us to have an incredible week wherever this week leads us.  We pray that it would be a good one and it would be one in which we recognize how much You love us and what an awesome plan You have for us, God.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.  
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