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The people you meet in Eyewitness aren’t make-believe. 
Like you, they breathed and bled, had good days and bad.

And their everyday lives were upended by encounters with 
God.  

Some of those encounters were simple conversations.  
Others rattled the earth and shifted history. But each encounter 
has this in common: For those who meet God, nothing is ever 
again the same.

True then…and true today.
You see, God isn’t finished connecting with his creation. 

He’s hungry for an encounter with you, too—and for a friendship 
that stretches out through eternity. 

Because you, too, are an eyewitness to the continuing story 
of God’s love. 

Especially his love for you. 

INTRODUCTION

These questions will help your 
group mine deep meaning from the 
powerful stories you see and read in 
Eyewitness. You’ll explore how people 
felt as their stories unfolded, and how 
their stories are like your own. 

As conversation flows, look for 
insights to surface as others share 
their own lives. Don’t rush it—you’re 
seeing God at work as people connect 
in fresh ways, as friendships form and 
deepen.

You’re an eyewitness to  
something wonderful: God changing 
lives. 

HOW TO USE THIS 
DISCUSSION GUIDE

© Group Publishing, Inc.
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Genesis 1-2

• An awestruck Adam was sorting out his
relationship with God, with creation,
with Eve. How do you think he felt
throughout this process? Why?

• Where do you see yourself in Adam’s
story?

• Art, much like nature, can point us to
various attributes of God. What does
the art in Adam’s story say to you about
the nature of God?

• What might God be telling you through
your encounter with the creation story?

Adam: A First for Everything “The Creator  
wanted company. 
A companion that 
mirrored his own 
image. And so God 
made me…"”
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Genesis 3

• Eve’s story is one of regret—and she’s
not alone. What’s a story of regret in
your life?

• Eve’s story is also one of falling prey to
deception. When have you fallen prey to
a lie?

• The illustrations in Eve’s story begin
with beauty and comfort, and end with
ruin and despair. What images spring to
mind when you think about both
beautiful and ruinous moments in
your life?

• What does this encounter with Eve tell
you about God’s character?

Eve: The Taste of Regret “Have you ever 
regretted 
something so 
much you'd give 
anything—
anything—to 
take it back?"
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Noah: Tears and Rain “And I believe 
God will find 
a way, someday, 
somehow, to 
prove to people 
just how much he 
loves them."

Genesis 6-9

• So many emotions swirl through the
story of Noah—disbelief, sorrow,
survivor guilt, relief, horror—which
speaks most loudly to you?

• What do you discover about God in this
story?

• Where do you see yourself in Noah’s
story?

• The rainbow illustration in this
story is likely different than any other
art you’ve seen depicting
Noah’s rainbow. It’s unexpected.
How have you encountered God in an
unexpected or surprising way?
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Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-6

• How do you think Sarah felt throughout
this time in her life?

• In God’s interaction with Sarah, what
attributes of God shine through?

• Where—if anywhere—do you see your
story in Sarah’s story?

• Your first glimpse of Sarah shows her
holding an empty jar, symbolizing her
empty womb. Then God fills her arms
with a child, filling her heart with joy.
What might be symbols in your life of
emptiness and fulfillment?

• Tell about a time God kept a promise to
you—or hasn’t that happened?

Sarah: Pride and Joy “I may be old, but 
I'll never be too 
old for God's 
love to put a 
smile on my face."
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Genesis 15, 22

• It was when Abraham faced the harshest
challenges that he found hope. What’s a
time you found hope during dark days?

• What insight does Abraham’s encounter
with God give you about God? How do
you feel about that insight?

• We watch Isaac mature in the art of
Abraham’s story. How has art
(photographs, sketches, mementos, etc.)
helped you make sense of your life and
deal with difficult times?

• What message might God have for you
in Abraham’s story?

Abraham: Seeing in the Dark “It's the darkest 
nights you see 
the most stars."
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Genesis 37-47

• Joseph’s resilience was fueled by an
unshakable trust in God. What fuels
your resilience when you encounter
setbacks and disappointments?

• What’s revealed about God in Joseph’s
story? How does that line up with your
experience with God?

• Where do you see yourself in Joseph’s
story?

• The dreamlike art might make Joseph’s
story feel like a distant fantasy.  Which
parts of Joseph’s account—whether
visuals or words—connect his story with
your real, everyday life?

Joseph: In My Wildest Dreams “This has been 
God's plan all 
along…What you 
meant for evil, 
God used for 
something truly 
wonderful."
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Exodus 1-14

• Moses struggles with seeing himself as
God sees him. Describe how you think
God sees you. In what ways is seeing
yourself as God sees you a struggle?

• What do Moses’ encounters with God
tell you about God?

• What part of Moses’ story reminds you
of your own life?

• Why do you think this story was titled
“I Burn for You”?

• Moses’ story is a journey of self- 
discovery and identity. Which
illustration of Moses do you most
identify with, and why?

Moses: I Burn for You “I'm not who you 
think I am…I'm 
who God thinks  
I am."

© Group Publishing, Inc.



1918

Exodus 20

• Which of these “10 Commandments”
feels most compelling to you today?
Why?

• What words would you use to describe
how Moses is depicted in this
illustration? In what ways does that
description apply to your life?

God’s 10 Instructions for 
the Ultimate Life
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Joshua 2

• Rahab chose to risk lowering her walls—
what would have to happen in your life
for you to lower the walls you’ve raised
to protect yourself?

• Where in your life do you feel yourself
building the strongest walls?

• Where do you see God peeking through
in Rahab’s story?

• This artist uses clouds, flowers, and
birds as symbols of Rahab’s freedom.
What images would you choose to
symbolize what freedom looks like in
your life?

Rahab: Unbreakable “I like walls…
Walls help  
me guard my  
secrets."

© Group Publishing, Inc.



2322

Ruth 1-4

• What, if anything, do you find
inspirational about Ruth and
Naomi’s story?

• In what ways—if any—does God figure
in this story?

• What’s a conversation you’ve had with
someone that showed his or her loyalty
to you?

• In the nest image, describe the look you
see on each character’s face. Which face
can you relate to most in your life right
now?

• If there’s a message God has for you in
this story, what do you think it is?

Ruth and Naomi: This Is Us “I was loyal.  
I loved you!  
You needed me!"
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1 Samuel 17:1-51

• David’s confidence is legendary. How
does your level of confidence compare—
and why?

• Where in this story do you see God’s
fingerprints? What does that tell you
about God?

• In what ways does David’s story remind
you of your own story?

• Which illustration in this story strikes
you most powerfully? Why?

David: Big Shot “You're even 
braver than I 
thought."

© Group Publishing, Inc.
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• Which portion of this psalm is most
meaningful to you right now in life?

• This art portrays a life held in God’s
hands. In what ways does this
illustration reflect your experience with
God? In what ways does it differ?

Psalm 23

© Group Publishing, Inc.



2928

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, 13

• Reading this passage, what season of
your life would you say you’re in?

• This artist chose to create a
contemporary-looking scene to depict
this passage. In what ways do you think
Solomon’s wisdom applies to today’s
world?

Solomon: A Time for Everything

© Group Publishing, Inc.
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Isaiah 1-4, 52-53

• Isaiah found hope even in harsh news.
Where do you find hope in the news that
reaches you about the world today?

• Given what Isaiah says, how would you
describe God? How do you feel about
God in light of this message?

• Isaiah describes the coming Messiah.
What words would you use to describe
Jesus?

• Isaiah’s words carried both judgment
and hope for the people of Israel. Where
do you see hope and judgment in this
art—and which calls to you most loudly?

Isaiah: Judgment and Hope “But God is not 
giving up on you."

© Group Publishing, Inc.



3332

Esther 1-9

• Though Esther was scared, she chose
courage. How might you choose courage
somewhere in your life?

• Where—if anywhere—do you see God’s
hand in this story?

• What’s a fear you’re feeling right now?

• What might the artist be saying by
drawing some characters and situations
different sizes? If there’s a message
there, what does it mean to you?

Esther: For Such a Queen as I “I knew what I 
had to do."
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Daniel 3

• Throughout their adventure, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego were rock- 
solid in their faith. Would you describe
your faith foundation as rock-solid,
shifting sand, or quicksand? Why?

• What do you discover about the
character of God in this story?

• When have you felt God was with you—
literally?

• The artist portrays Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego as calm while in the
furnace. Were someone sketching you
when you’re under fire, how would you
look?

• If there’s a message for you in this story,
what do you think it might be?

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: 
Hearts on Fire

“And God was 
with us!  
Literally!"
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Daniel 6

• Daniel said his story was more about
God than himself. What do events in
Daniel’s story reveal about God?

• Would you say your story is more about
you—or God? Why?

• The artist seems to have made Daniel
and the lion he’s facing resemble one
another. What do you think the artist is
trying to say through that depiction?

• What might God be telling you through
your encounter with Daniel’s story?

Daniel: The Lord of the Lions “This is God's  
story, not mine."

© Group Publishing, Inc.
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Jonah 1-4

• Jonah was so frustrated he was ready
to call it quits. When—if ever—have you
felt that way?

• After reading this account, what words
would you use to describe God?

• Where in Jonah’s story do you see
yourself?

• The symbol of the big fish appears in
surprising places throughout these
illustrations. What do you think that
symbolizes about Jonah? About God?
About the story itself?

Jonah: A Sinking Feeling “Just kill me!  
If I were in the 
grave at least  
I'd have  
nothing to  
complain about!"
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Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2

• The angel’s message to Mary shows
the esteem God has for her and role of
motherhood. In what ways do you see
God’s values reflected in our culture—
and your own esteem of women and
mothers?

• Mary’s story is one of faithfulness,
obedience, and love. Where do you see
love expressed throughout this account
of her life?

• Artists have created countless works of
art depicting the birth of Christ over the
centuries. What, if anything, stands out
to you about the art in this story? Why?

• What might God be telling you through
your encounter with Mary’s story?

Mary: The Birth of the King “Someday Jesus 
will be a Great 
and Mighty  
Ruler, but until 
then he's my  
Cuddler in Chief."
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Matthew 4:1-11

• What do you think prompted Satan to
challenge Jesus? Where do you see
arrogance at work in Satan’s encounters
with Jesus?

• What do Satan’s responses to Jesus tell
you about Satan?

• What do Jesus’ responses to Satan tell
you about Jesus?

• What do these illustrations say about the
nature of Satan? How do they contrast
with the portrayal of Jesus?

• If there’s a message for you in this story,
what do you think it might be?

Satan: Right Here, Right Now “You humans 
make it so easy. 
It doesn't take 
much to win you 
over…"

© Group Publishing, Inc.
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Matthew 5-7

• Which of Jesus’ pathways to happiness do you
find most challenging? Why?

People will see God at work because of the
compassionate things you do.

• In what ways would you say Jesus’ remark about
adhering to his higher standards is true—or
untrue—about you?

When you talk to God, speak from the heart.

• Were you to say something from the heart to God
now, what would it be?

God loves giving good things to his children. So
ask him!

• There’s generosity in God’s Kingdom. What good
thing would you like God to bring into your life?

• The artist’s drawings of hands are intended to
illustrate different ways people pray. Which, if
any, are most like how you reach out to God?

• How would you sum up Jesus’ teachings? And in
what ways do they relate to your life today?

Jesus Teaches on the Mountainside “Do you want to 
be truly happy?"
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John 3:1-21

• How did you come to meet Jesus for
yourself? Or hasn’t that happened?

• In what ways are you still curious about
Jesus?

• Reading this story, what do you discover
about Jesus?

• Some find this illustration of Jesus
jarring because he’s pictured without a
beard—though no one knows if he wore
one. To what extent do you think you’ve
made Jesus fit how you imagine him to
be?

Nicodemus: Life #2 “I was curious.  
I had to meet him 
for myself…"

© Group Publishing, Inc.



4948

John 4:1-42

• At first this woman kept Jesus at a safe
distance—and for good reason. In what
ways do you keep Jesus at a distance?
Why?

• This woman’s view of Jesus shifted from
suspicion to amazement. What words
would you use to describe how you view
Jesus lately?

• Where do you see yourself in this
woman’s story?

• This art portrays the Samaritan woman
as being at one with the water.What do
you think inspired the artist to do this?
How is that true or untrue of Jesus’
living water in your life?

The Woman at the Well: Every Little 
Piece of Me

“‘I know who you 
are,' he told me. 
‘And if you knew 
who I was you'd 
be asking me for  
a drink.'"
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John 8:1-11

• In what ways do you identify with the
woman in this story?

• In the end, this woman found herself
set free. In what ways do you yearn for
freedom? What’s shackling you?

• Sum up what you discover about Jesus
in this encounter. What do you see?

• Look again at all the illustrations in this
story as you think about a time you’ve
been caught doing something wrong.
Which illustration best depicts your
emotions when in a situation like that?

• What might God be telling you through
your encounter with this woman’s story?

The Accused Woman: Hearts 
of Stone

“I looked around, 
shocked to  
discover my  
executioners  
had gone…"
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Luke 10:25-37

• Most Jews in Jesus’ audience didn’t care
for Samaritans. Who are people that, for
some reason, you find difficult to love?
What planted that dislike in you?

• What does this story reveal about what
it means to be a neighbor?

• There’s resolve on the Samaritan’s
face—a determination to help the
injured man no matter what. When have
you worn that same expression?

• What might God be telling you through
this encounter with the lawyer’s story?

A Jewish Lawyer:  
The Compassionate Samaritan

“A Samaritan? 
I'm not a racist, 
but I can hardly 
stand those  
people."
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Luke 10:38-42

• Martha felt unappreciated as she
prepared a meal for her guests. When is
a time you felt unappreciated? How did
you handle the situation?

• Martha discovered one thing mattered
more than anything else. How would
you describe that one thing?

• What differences do you see in Martha’s
expressions in these two illustrations?
What do you think is going through
Martha’s mind in the second
illustration?

• What might God be telling you through
your encounter with Martha’s story?

Martha: The One Thing “No one  
works harder 
than I do."
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Luke 15:11-32

• Who reminds you most of yourself in this
story—the father, older brother, or wayward
son? Why do you answer as you do?

• The older brother struggled to forgive.
Where have you found yourself struggling to
forgive?

• The wayward son seemed to struggle with
forgiving himself. Where has that been a
challenge for you?

• The father extended pure, no-holding-back
forgiveness to his wayward son. When has
someone offered that to you—and how did it
feel?

• Much like these abstract illustrations, our
real-life feelings of betrayal, forgiveness,
and reconciliation can often be difficult to
express and interpret. In what ways do you
try to communicate when you struggle to
find the right words?

The Wayward Son:  
The Long Road Home

“I had only  
two choices:  
go home…or die."
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Matthew 4:18-25; 14:22-23; 16:13-19; 
26:31-35; 69-75; John 6:16-21, 60-69

• Where do you see Peter’s passion for
Jesus shine through in his friendship
with Jesus? When it falters, why do you
think it falters?

• Describe a time you felt your passion for
Jesus fading. What—if anything—did
you do when that happened?

• This artist found a unique way to
interpret Peter as the “rock” of the
church. What meanings do you take
away from this illustration?

• What might God be telling you through
this encounter with Peter’s story?

Peter: Rock the Walk “Jesus' love  
rises above and 
beyond even  
your highest 
expectations. 
It floats while 
everything else 
sinks."
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Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 5:17-26; John 2:1-11; 11:1-44; 
21:15-17

• Water into wine…a storm silenced…five thousand fed…miraculous
healings…Lazarus raised from the dead. Jesus’ miracles were aston-
ishing. When have you experienced Jesus’ power in your life?

• If you believe Jesus is still doing miracles in the world, where do you
see them?

• Andrew saw something in Jesus that took his breath away. What
about Jesus astounds you?

• Matthew thought he knew Jesus and then discovered there was even
more to his friend. What’s something you’ve discovered about Jesus
lately?

• Jesus gave Nathanael an impossible task. What’s something Jesus is
asking of you that you can’t do without his help?

• Philip marveled at Jesus’ ability to heal and forgive. What’s some-
thing in your world you’d love for Jesus to heal or forgive?

• James had just cause to no longer fear death once he met and
followed Jesus. If you’re a Jesus-follower, in what ways does that
change how you feel about dying? Or doesn’t it make much differ-
ence?

• Five stories of Jesus’ miracles—which do you find yourself most
drawn to? Why? What do you think that says about you…and Jesus?

Jesus’ Disciples: That You May Know

“Right then I 
knew that Jesus 
was the One."

© Group Publishing, Inc.
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John 15:1-14

• In what ways does being attached to
Jesus—the “vine”—produce fruit in your
life?

• How does this illustration express the
heart of what Jesus is saying?

Jesus is the Vine “When you stay 
connected to our 
love, God's love 
flows through 
you."

© Group Publishing, Inc.



6564

Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 
22:7-39; John 13-17

• Jesus knew this was his last Passover
with his disciples, so he drove home
some truths to sustain them. What were
the truths—and how do they sustain you
in difficult times?

• The disciples felt confused…lost…sad.
When have those words described you?
In what ways did knowing Jesus make a
difference—or not?

• There have been so many depictions
of The Last Supper. What do you find
meaningful in this artist’s interpretation
of that event?

• What might God be telling you through
this description of this last supper
before Jesus’ death on the cross?

John: The Last Supper “He had one thing 
left to offer: his 
very life."
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Matthew 26-28; Mark 15-16; Luke 23-24; 
John 18:20

• This is a story of arrest, torture, death.
In what ways do you see it also being a
story of love?

• Even in Jesus’ final minutes, he forgives.
How has Jesus’ forgiveness touched
you? How do you feel about that
forgiveness?

• Where do you see yourself in Jesus’
story?

• Seeing Jesus’ bloody body disturbs
many people. But what are your feelings
when you look at the last illustration in
this story—that of the empty tomb?

Jesus: Shaking Things Up “I conquered 
death so you 
could know, 
without a doubt, 
that God's love 
is the strongest 
force in the  
universe."
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John 20:24-29

• What doubts do you have about Jesus or
what you’ve been told about him? What,
if anything, have you done with those
doubts?

• What do you discover about the
character of Jesus in this encounter?

• The artist portrays Jesus as willing to
embrace our doubts. In what ways have
you found that to be true—or not?

• How does this art reflect the heart of
Thomas’ story?

Thomas: Of Scars and Skeptics “So when the 
other disciples 
told me Jesus was 
alive, I had my 
doubts."

© Group Publishing, Inc.
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Acts 1:1-11

• James was impressed with Jesus’
boldness. What impresses you about
Jesus?

• Which face and eyes in these
illustrations best shows how you’re
feeling about Jesus right now?

• James felt the impact of Jesus leaving
him. When—if ever—have you felt a
distance between you and Jesus?

• James yearns for Jesus’ return. How do
you feel about Jesus coming back—and
why do you feel as you do?

James: Sky Witness “Everything  
Jesus did was  
fearless,  
especially the 
way he loved  
people—even  
people who  
rejected him."
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Acts 2

• Peter’s life was interrupted by fire and passion.
When have you felt yourself filled with either?
What lit you up or swept you away?

• Peter and the other disciples faced skepticism.
Where does skepticism bump up against what
you believe about God? About what you think
God may be doing in the world?

• God’s Spirit seems to almost invade Peter’s life.
In what ways has that been part of your
experience—or not?

• You see something different when you look at
this art close up or from a distance. How do
you think your view of God changes depending
on how close you are to him…or how far away
you feel? What’s your vantage point?

• What might God be telling you through your
encounter with Peter’s story?

Peter: All Fired Up “Jesus said it 
again and again: 
Love God and 
love one  
another."
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Acts 7-9, 13-18, 21-28

• This is a story about transformation
from hate to humility. When have you
had a “from/to” experience with Jesus?

• What do you discover about Jesus in
this story?

• Which illustration of Paul in this story
best represents the current state of your
spiritual journey?

Paul: A New Man “I was on my way 
to the city of 
Damascus…when I 
realized just how 
much God can 
change you."
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1 Corinthians 13:1-7, 13

• God is love—which means Paul’s
description of love describes God.
How does it feel to be loved by God in
this way?

• Where have you experienced this sort of
love in your human relationships—
or hasn’t that happened?

• This artist chose to use a “motherly” love
to illustrate the concept of love. What
would you have drawn if you’d been
asked to illustrate this chapter?

Love Is Everything “Three things 
that will last 
forever: faith, 
hope, and love."
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Revelation 21-22

• John marveled at God’s
indescribable creation. What about
God—or his works—prompts you to
marvel?

• What does John’s encounter with
heaven tell you about God?

• Heaven can be a challenge to imagine.
What in this artist’s portrayal of heaven
surprises you? How does this
illustrator’s artistic interpretation of
heaven compare to what you imagine?

• How do you feel about going to heaven?
What concerns do you have—if any—
about an eternity in heaven?

John: All Things New “How do you  
describe the  
indescribable?"
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