BIG TIME BASICS

Week 1 - Heaven
What the Bible Says About Heaven
1. Heaven is a place to LOOK FORWARD TO
I strain to reach the end of the race and receive the prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven (Philippians 3:14).
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” (Revelation 21:4-5). 

2. Heaven is an ETERNAL HOME
But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland (Hebrews 11:16). 

But we are citizens of heaven…our homeland is in heaven… (Philippians 3:20). 

You will show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of living with you forever (Psalm 16:11). 

Lord, I look up to you, up to heaven, where you rule (Psalm 123:1). 

Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and asked God’s blessing on the food (Mark 6:41). 

HOW CAN HEAVEN IMPACT MY LIFE NOW?

1. Focus on heaven and the SIZE of your PROBLEMS will change
That is why we never give up… For our present troubles are quite small and won't last very long. So we don't look at the troubles we can see right now; rather, we look forward to what we have not yet seen. For the troubles we see will soon be over, but the joys to come will last forever (2 Corinthians 4:16-18). 

Let heaven fill your thoughts. Do not think only about things down here on earth (Colossians 3:2). 
2. Live for heaven and REWARDS will be WAITING
…store your treasures in heaven where they cannot be destroyed by moths or rust and where thieves cannot break in and steal them. Your heart will be where your treasure is (Matthew 6:19-21). 

3. Remove any DOUBT going to HEAVEN
And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. So whoever has God's Son has life; whoever does not have his Son does not have life (1 John 5:11-12). 

God saved you by his special favor when you believed. And you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

It was not the result of your own efforts, so you cannot brag about it (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

One last thought: Enjoy the good things of God on earth and allow them to cause you to look forward to the GREATER JOYS of heaven.

