SAVE THE PLANET

Week 1 – Creation Speaks about what God is Like

Hi everybody. Good morning. Welcome to “Save the planet” week one. My name is Josh. I’m the high school pastor. We’re really, really glad that you are here today. We’re talking about saving the planet. I have to come up with a little confession right out of the gate. I know a lot about food. You can probably tell. I’m carrying evidence of that with me today. I know a lot about food. I know a lot about Star Wars. I’m kind of a geek. I know a lot about beanie babies. (Long story and I’m not going to tell you about that now.)

But one thing I don’t know a lot about, I don’t know a lot about the environment. I don’t know a lot about saving the planet in kind of an environmental way. It’s kind of trendy. It’s even kind of cool right now to be thinking about the planet. But I just don’t. In fact I almost look at myself as a total consumer. 
For example I drive a six-cylinder Sebring convertible. It’s dark green. It is not a girl’s car! Or maybe it is. But I don’t worry about that. I just read something that said California is right in the middle of a huge drought. But every time I turn on the faucet, water comes out and it’s cheap. I don’t think about it. Gas is almost five, six bucks a gallon! It’s incredible to think that’s the case. But I go to a pump and I figure out how to pay for it and everything works out okay. I don’t even know what carbon footprint means. 
This week I went to carbonfootprint.com – don’t know if any of you have ever been there before. But basically a carbon footprint is how much you’re destroying the environment. So your carbon footprint is how bad you are being for the environment. The website gives three images of three different feet. The first one is my footprint. That’s the date that I entered into the website. You can see that my carbon footprint is actually a little smaller than the next one, which is the national average. So apparently I’m doing okay. I’m not doing that bad compared to the average American. Then the final one is the world target, which is if you divide up the damage to the environment by 6.6 billion people how do we save the planet, the world target is the tiny little squished footprint. That’s what we should be. That’s the environmental damage I should be doing if I’m concerned about the environment.

It’s a pretty telling website, maybe I should reconsider some of the ways I live. Here are some examples: 
I drive a Sebring convertible. I would drive a Hummer. I would totally drive a Hummer. Who doesn’t want armor on your car and the ability to throw grenades out of your moon roof? This is awesome. Who doesn’t want that? 
I air conditioned my house. This body requires air conditioning. 
I enjoy paper towels. When I wash my hands after using the restroom I need paper towels to dry my hands. How many of you use more than one paper towel after you wash your hands? Or maybe I should ask this: How many of you actually wash your hands after going to the restroom?

In The Refinery, this is what comes out of the paper towel dispenser. About three inches of paper. And I’m supposed to dry my hands with this? I need like 17 of these to make that work. 
I had a volunteer last service who said that his company cuts down 39 million trees a year. I thought that number is so big I can’t really comprehend it. It’s huge. 
I’ve been thinking about this and I have to admit, I don’t care that much about the environment. I’m wondering if maybe I should. I even found this week in my Xbox – I’m kind of an Xbox 360 fan – my Xbox contributes to the depletion of the ozone layer. 
I googled video game consoles and ozone layer. First of all two striking things. One is the Xbox 360 costs $184 a year in electricity. And to generate that electricity costs the planet some of its environment, some of its original creation.

Here’s the deal. I will freely admit that I need to learn about this and I need to be a better consumer and I need to be careful with the products I buy and in the way I brush my teeth – I dab a little water on it and then let the water run the rest of the time. I probably could have turned off the water. I just don’t even think about it. So I freely admit that I have a ways to go. My carbon footprint isn’t a footprint. It’s like a butt-print. I don’t care about the environment. 
To be honest as I’ve gone into this series and looking into the Bible I’m really surprised about how much God talks about this. And how the original creation and how far we’ve come. I kind of want to take us on a three-week journey together starting with this week, starting at the very beginning this week, and kind of talk about what does God think about what we’re doing to His creation and to His planet. In order to do that we need to know the Creator a little bit today.

I want to read you a story. It’s the first chapter in the Bible; the first words ever recorded in Scripture are the creation story. I want to read that for you and teach you the first quick principle right out of the gate. 
But let’s back up a bit. Instead of talking about let’s save the planet, let’s talk about where the planet came from. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. God said ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. God called the space ‘sky.’ God said, ‘Let the waters beneath the sky flow together into one place so that dry ground may appear,’ and that is what happened. God called that dry ground, ‘land’ and the waters ‘seas.’ So God so that it was good. God said ‘Let the land sprout with vegetation,’ and that’s what happened. God said, ‘Let lights appear in the sky to separate the day from the night. Let them mark off seasons, days and years and let the lights shine down on the earth.’ Really he made a couple of great lights. One to rule the day we would call the sun. The other one to govern the night, which is the moon, which reflects the sun’s energy. He also made the stars. Then God said, ‘Let the waters swarm with fish and other life. Let the skies be filled with birds of every kind.’ God made all sorts of wild animals, livestock, small animals, everyone able to produce after the same kind. And God saw that it was good. When all of this was done God said this, ‘Let’s make human beings in our image and to be like us. They will reign over the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock and all the animals.’ So God created human beings in his own image, in the image of God create he them – male and female. He blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky and the small animals that are scurrying about. Everything that has life.’ And that is what happened. Then God looked over all that he made and he saw that it was very good.”
Students, I’d like to just start off by saying God has created an amazing playground we call earth. He created a world in six days. He created us. He created you. And there’s a beautiful thing called life that we get to experience on this earth. The Bible says that all of creation is proclaiming God’s glory. You can’t help but when you look at creation to know God. 
I’m not a pantheist or a naturalist saying that God is Mother Nature and that God is in everything. But I would say that God is seen in His creation. I want us to learn and know a little bit more about Him and how it all began. And then dive in, in the next couple of weeks, what is our response to that. 
I was looking at some Scripture passages. One of them is in the book of Psalms. It says “The heavens proclaim the glory of God, the skies display his craftsmanship. Day after day they continue to speak and night after night they make him known. They speak without sound or word and their voice is never heard yet their message has gone throughout all the earth and their words to all of the world.” 
That is what creation is proclaiming – God – day after day. Night after night. It is proclaiming the Creator. 
God isn’t easily understood. There’s a guy in the Bible by the name of Job. (Spelled like job. I’m sure when he went in for a job interview that was a little bit confusing for him!) This guy named Job is trying to understand God and he questions God in the middle of a crisis in his life. This is how God responds to him. He says, “Job, you weren’t there when I laid the foundations of the earth. You really don’t know as much as you think. Who determined the dimensions of the earth and stretched out the surveying lines?” 
God is so, so big. In Scripture it even says that God uses the earth as His footstool. Which is an interesting kind of picture of God in your mind. He’s on a Lazy Boy, got His feet up, resting on the globe. I don’t know exactly what He’s doing there but I don’t think that’s there to show that God is uncaring or unloving or distant. I think what it’s really saying is that God looks down on us with great love and affection. He is the creator, and He is very, very big. 
The natural world speaks about God and shows us God. I actually want to show you some pictures, some images of the Seven Wonders of the World. I put five or six of them up here tonight. There’s one about six hours away. Did you know that one of the greatest natural wonders of the world is here in Arizona, just down the way in Arizona? Anybody know what it is? The Grand Canyon. Here’s an image of it. It’s an amazing display of God’s handiwork. It’s an incredible creation. On Wikipedia here’s a few more. The ​​Iguazu Falls. It looks something like out of The Lord of the Rings or something. Just a beautiful picturesque place with the streams and the water falls. The Great Barrier Reef. You’re probably familiar with that too. It’s the incredible underwater world, coral and stuff and unbelievable. The Northern Lights. We just saw some clips on Planet Earth on HD, which is from the Discovery Channel. You saw some of the Aurora Borealis or Northern lights.

Here’s a little known one. Not many people have seen this. I actually just entered this myself into Wikipedia this week. One of the natural wonders of the world is actually the tufts of hair on my chest. And here’s an image of that too! I wish that wasn’t real but it is.

And you guys know Zack, who was our worship leader a while ago; he actually is one of the seven wonders of the world, too. Did you know he’s a T-shirt model?
God’s creation is seen in the natural world. Not so much in my chest hair or his eyes. But God – you can see Him in creation. It’s a masterpiece that God has created on earth, unlike anything we really can imagine.

I’ve often wondered what the astronauts would have said, their first words out of their mouth when they got into orbit for the first time. When that happened, when they looked back at the earth from outer space that must have been an unbelievable view. What did they say? 
I was watching a show this past week called “When They Left Earth” and I was shocked to hear some of the first words out of the astronauts’ mouth when they got to space for the first time. I wanted you to see it. Check this clip out.


We have liftoff. Liftoff at 7:51 a.m. Eastern Standard Time. 

We hear you loud and clear, Apollo 8.

It’s awe inspiring. It makes you realize ​​just what you have back there on earth. The earth from here is a grand oasis in the big vastness of space.

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form and void and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the water and God said ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. And God saw the light that it was good and God divided the light from the darkness. 
And God called the light Day. And the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning was the first day. And God said let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters. Let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament and it was so. And God called the firmament heaven and the evening and the morning was the second day. 
And God said let the ​​waters under the heavens be gathered together in one place and let the dry land appear. And it was so. And God called the dry land Earth and the gathering together of the water he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.” 
Give us, O God, the vision which can see thy love in the world in spite of human failure. Give us the faith to trust thy goodness in spite of our ignorance and weakness. Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts. And show us what each one of us can do​​. Amen.

Pretty incredible stuff. I love those images from the 1960s. I was reading in Romans this week and it says this, “For ever since the world was created people have seen the earth and the sky​. Through everything that God made they can clearly see his invisible qualities, his eternal power and divine nature. They have no excuse for not knowing God.” So the book of Romans basically says the creation has been declaring the Creator from the very, very beginning.

What I’d like to do, on your notes there’s a space for maybe three fill-ins, I’d like to give you three things that we can know about God by looking at His creation. 
Here’s what the creation or the world teaches us.

1. That we can believe that God watches over and cares for you.

In the book of Matthew, Jesus uses an interesting example. He uses an example of birds. He says this in Matthew 6:26 “Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns. Your heavenly Father will feed them. Aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are? Don’t worry about your life.” I think that’s a beautiful picture of God caring for these tiny little birds, and these little animals of His creation. That’s what Jesus said when He was on earth. 
Here’s what interesting. I’m not sure I believe this verse. I’ll tell you why. I believe it! I’m kidding. But when I grew up I grew up in a town in Wisconsin and all the families in their living rooms have what’s called a picture window. It’s this beautiful picture of nature outside of your living room. So you’re watching TV and you can hear the birds and see the trees. It’s a beautiful thing. A picture window! Birds weren’t super smart. They thought they could just swoop right into our house and fly through the house and fly back out. They didn’t realize there was a piece of glass there. So we’re watching TV and all of a sudden bam! Dead bird on the windowsill. The first time we were like, What just happened? But it became such a regular occurrence in our picture window that like literally we dug a trench so that birds could self bury themselves. Just drop right in the grave, we’d throw a little dirt on them and then we’re all set. 
I don’t know if God didn’t care for the birds in Wisconsin or what. Here’s the deal. God cares about the birds. He knows what’s going on in His nature, on this planet.

When I was in junior high I was holding hands with a girl. We’re walking out of an arcade. It has glass walls in the front of it. We’re walking out hand in hand, everything’s great. I’m so enraged with hormones or something I don’t realize there’s a glass wall. She’s walking through the doorway – I’m going to walk into the glass wall. So she stops like “Are you really going to walk into that?” And Bam! Glasses went flying. There’s oily sweat! It was so embarrassing. I don’t know what was going on that day. But I had to break up with the girl obviously because she was super ugly not because I was super embarrassed.

This is what this passage is telling me. God cares for birds. He cares for dorky junior high guys. And He cares for you.

This is the deal. I look at nature. God – birds – fine. But I don’t want you to walk away going, God cares about His creation. I want you to know that He cares for you. 
When I look at the natural world that is what I see. 
When I look at the image of the Grand Canyon, I don’t see just the Grand Canyon. I think about the depth of love that God has for me. It’s an incredible way of looking at God through His creation. The ​​Iguazu Falls, the image, think about the strong current and the strength of God. Think of the Barrier Reef and how this underwater world with fish and coral and all this teaming with life and God is so big, He looks down at us on this planet and He says, That is my creation teeming with life below me. I love that image of God. The Aurora ​​Borealis, the Northern Lights. The mystery of God. I look at creation and go I don’t understand everything by any means. I don’t understand God. There’s a great mystery but I want to have my relationship with God. 
Here’s the deal. I don’t understand everything about God but I do know that He loves me and He loves you. I know that He cares about birds and junior-highers and He cares about you. 
There’s a passage in Romans that’s not in your notes. It says “Nothing can separate us from the love of God. Not the highest peak or the deepest trench. It’s impossible for you to be separated from God’s love.” The Creator loves you.

2. Know that God is a rock in times of difficulty.

He uses this example in illustration of Himself in Psalm 18. It says “The Lord is my rock and my fortress, my savior. My God is rock. I find protection in him. He is my shield and the power that saves me. My place of safety.” Psalm 46 says “God is our refuge and strength. He is very present when you are in a crisis.” I like that. It’s not the God away from earth looking down and going, “My creation” – He’s distant. He says, “I am right there with you.”
I was thinking about this, how does this translate to you? Some of you might be facing the biggest challenge of your life. If you’re a freshman in here you are facing a big challenge. 
Just right up front with you. My freshman year was a little big challenging. All the seniors on the football team decided to pick on me. They just decided that if the ball’s going to get kicked over here they’re going to come and find number 75 and put their helmet and leave a imprint of their facemask on my chest. That was their goal. So the ball was kicked over there and I was pummeled week after week after week. It was so painful. If you’re a freshman you’re probably not going to get pummeled by seniors. But I know it’s a big, big challenge. 
I would say to you, God is your rock.

Maybe you’re facing the biggest temptation of your life. You just started a relationship with that guy or that girl and your physical relationship is moving too far too fast. And you know you’re headed for trouble. God is your rock. He can help you be strong in times of temptation.

I’m thinking of a couple other ways, too. 
You may be facing the biggest disappointment of your life. Maybe you just found out your parents are getting a divorce and you don’t trust either one of them. You’re not sure you trust the institution of marriage at all anymore. 
Finally maybe you face the biggest failure of your life. You didn’t make the cut. You didn’t get into the right college. You’re swimming in the deep end of the depth chart of your team. God sees you and He is your rock and He is your strength. 
He’s given us this beautiful picture of nature to see and understand the depth of His love and the strength that He has. 
3. You can trust God when He speaks.

I really like this one. My kids, whenever there’s a thunderstorm outside, thunder rattles our house. If there’s a big storm especially in other parts of the country, the thunder and lightning is unreal. That sound is so commanding that it makes you pay attention. My kids literally will grab on to each leg in fear because that sound demands that they respond that way. 
The Bible, in the book of Job (same guy from the job interview Job) says this about God’s voice. “God’s voice is glorious in the thunder. We can’t even imagine the greatness of his power.” 
This week I want you just to get a little glimpse of the Creator and creation and know where we’re headed in Save the Planet. In order to understand the car you need to lift up the hood and look underneath it. That’s what I want us to see, the amazing creation that God has made. And point you all to the Creator. 
Here’s the deal. There’s an unbelievable opportunity that we have to know the creator of the universe.

I stood on the edge of Niagara Falls. Niagara Falls is a staggering display of power. It’s one of the world’s largest falls. Literally millions of gallons spill over this waterway every single day. It’s unreal. The sound that it makes – talk about thunder – it is incredible. But as I stood there and as I reflect on that even now, I’m amazed at this natural display of God’s power. I can’t help but be overwhelmed knowing that that is the God that I love and that I serve. He showed Himself through all of creation. 
That is inspiring to me, to live my life and to trust God and to know that He watches over me. That He is my rock and my strength and He will help me through this life. 
High school years are super challenging. Freshmen, welcome to high school. We’re really, really glad you’re here with us, too. I want you guys to know the Creator and then we’re going to talk about how we should respond to His creation the next couple of weeks. 
Prayer:


God, thank You for Your love for us. Thank You that You are here today and that You look down on this place of Your creation and You see students that You love, You see adults that You love and that we truly are made in Your image. It’s so fun to get a little picture of what You are like by looking at what You created. God, thanks for helping us get a little glimpse of You today. Help us to be wise with the resources of our planet as we jump into that the next couple of weeks and be careful of the way we live our lives. Thank You for giving us the amazing playground called earth to us. Thank You so much for it and for revealing Yourself in nature. We ask this in Your name. Amen. 
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