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Pierced: The New Testament
A New Testament Devotional Experience, by Youth and for Youth

The Bible is the book of books—its pages have shaped our worldwide 
culture far more than any other single work of literature, and it’s the 
bestselling book of all time. 

But it’s also the most-owned, least-read book in history… 

For so many, for so long, the story of God recorded in its pages has been 
the doorway into a new life full of meaning and adventure and freedom. 
But for many others, the Bible is a daunting book—its size and language 
can feel intimidating, and its ancient message can seem disconnected from 
everyday life. 

It doesn’t have to be that way…

In Pierced: The New Testament, you’ll discover a story-based version of 
the New Testament that reads more like a regular book. These collected, 
individual books make up one ongoing narrative—the epic adventure 
of Jesus and his early disciples. And here they’re organized in a more 
natural, easier-to-understand order, using the “Books of the Bible” strategy 
developed by Biblica, the creators of the NIV translation of the Bible. It has 
a simple, conversational feel. And that’s because…

• We took out all the chapter and verse numbers that were added 
after these books were written. They’re helpful for referencing parts 
of the New Testament, but not for reading these stories as they were 
originally intended. Some of these books are eyewitness accounts 
of the life of Jesus and his followers, some are letters written by the 
early apostles to people in the churches they planted or to the leaders 
they were mentoring, some are “wisdom books,” and some have a 
good deal of poetry in them. Without the added “breaks” of chapters 
and verses, the flow of the story reads the way the early followers of 
Jesus would've experienced it (for more on this, read “A Word About 
The Books of the Bible,” on page 474).



• We recruited teenage artists from around the world to capture 
the message of every New Testament writer with original artwork. 
Each piece serves as an “onramp” into each book. We asked students 
to send us examples of their art, then we picked 10 artists from 
dozens of submissions. We asked them to read their assigned books 
and then create an original work of art that captured the “essence” of 
that book. You can study each piece, and the “anchor verse” from that 
book that you’ll see at the bottom, as an artistic translation of the 
writer’s message.

• We asked teenagers to help us transform the words of the New 
Testament into a conversation with friends. They sent us their own 
marked-up Bibles, then we chose 10 of them from across the country 
and transferred their actual margin scribbles, journal entries, 
highlighting, underlining, and even doodles into the pages of Pierced. 
You get the questions, insights, prayers, and reactions that real 
teenagers have written as they interact with the message of the New 
Testament. As you read, you’re drawn into a wider conversation with 
friends who whose comments and observations will spark your own.

• We created space throughout so you can write your own scribbles 
and doodles, joining the conversation with your own perspective. 
As you read Pierced, you’ll be invited to add your voice to the story 
of Jesus and his followers, throughout the ages.   

We want Pierced to be a devotional Bible-reading experience that directly 
connects to your everyday realities. The story of Jesus is piercing, and it 
will pierce your heart as you dive into these pages. Follow his narrative… 
all the way to his heart.

—Rick Lawrence, General Editor
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A Narrative Approach to the Bible

The Books of the Bible edition expresses the ancient concept 
of the fourfold gospel in a fresh way. Here each gospel is 
placed at the beginning of a group of closely related books. 
In this way the groups of books can be seen as giving four 
witnesses to the one gospel of Jesus the Messiah. 

This cross-shaped presentation of the New Testament 
highlights the uniqueness of each voice while preserving 
the unity of the collection. For more on this approach, see 
“A Word About The Books of the Bible" (p. 474).

A portion of the purchase price of your NIV® Bible is provided to Biblica so together we support the 
mission of Transforming lives through God’s Word.

Biblica provides God’s Word to people through translation, publishing and Bible engagement in Africa, 
Asia Pacific, Europe, Latin America, Middle East, and North America. Through its worldwide reach, 
Biblica engages people with God’s Word so that their lives are transformed through a relationship with 
Jesus Christ.
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Meet Our Student Illustrators
Our design team recruited 10 teenage artists from around the world to add their 
own unique artistic “translations” of each book of the New Testament.

Ariel Adels—Ariel is a freshman at Rowan College in Sewell, New Jersey. She 
has a passion for digital painting, fine arts, drawing, and photography. In her 
free time, she loves to play ukulele, guitar, write short stories, and sing. Her 
art captures the beauty of the world around her, and raises awareness for those 
who are dealing with anxiety and depression. After earning a degree in graphic 
design, she'll enroll in art school. She's grateful to God that her work has been 
featured at the Philadelphia Museum of Art and in several magazines.

Mitchell Bowen—Mitchell’s main hobby is art, but he also enjoys playing 
soccer for his school and a local club team, and he skis in the winter. He’s a 
sophomore at a Christian school in Wheat Ridge, Colorado, where he's part of 
a special graphic design program. Mitchell created three illustrations for this 
project—introductions to Luke, Galatians, and 1 Peter. In them, he fleshes out 
Jesus’ fierce determination to bring rescue to lost people (Luke), the freedom 
from the law Jesus brings us (Galatians), and the role of suffering in the hands 
of the Great Sculptor (1 Peter).

Lesley Garcia—Lesley lives near Chicago, Illinois, where she’s a senior in high 
school. Art has been a focus in her life since she was a child, and she’s grateful 
to God for giving her a talent to express herself artistically. She loves to explore 
how people process the message of the Bible in their lives, then envision an 
artistic representation of that message. She says art has helped her to express 
and imagine spiritual truths more freely than words allow. She will transition 
soon to college, where she’ll major in graphic design and minor in animation.

Samantha Hang—Samantha lives in Sterling Heights, Michigan, and has 
been an artist ever since she could hold a pencil. Growing up, she was heavily 
influenced by the Japanese anime/manga style of art. Over time, she also 
discovered a love for realism, which she then incorporated into her existing 
style. Though her art is still infused with an obvious nod to anime/manga, she’s 
still a growing artist, always looking to mature in her approach. 

Eleanor Hyde—Eleanor lives in Hartlepool, England, and is an art lover, 
daughter of Christ, college student, and founder of distinctivemode.com. She's 
passionate about creativity, Christ, and connecting. She loves bringing voice to 
others through her painting, photography, and music. She’s been a blogger for 
three years, and enjoys watching her influence grow. Her goal is to reach hearts 
with her creative work, and eventually grow it into an art/ministry career.



Michael F. Martin—Michael is a high school senior in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
where he lives with his parents, five sisters, two dogs, and cat. He’s on the cross 
country and tennis teams at school, and has been active in its performing arts 
program for several years. For as long as he can remember, he’s been producing 
artwork. He plans to pursue a double major in English and communications in 
college, and is grateful for this opportunity to use his talents to honor God. 

Allison McIntyre—Allison lives in Shinnston, West Virginia, where she’s a 
senior in high school. Her ambition is to find a career working in the arts. She’s 
a 2015 graduate of the Governor’s School for the Arts, and has participated 
in numerous art competitions. In 2014, her work entitled “Life Will Stretch 
You” won the Congressional Art Competition—her piece was displayed in 
Washington, D.C., for a year. Allison has participated in live worship-painting, 
and created many paintings for her church. She worked on two illustrations 
for Pierced, celebrating Paul’s challenge to “not be conformed to the world” 
(Romans), and contrasting the withering beauty of earthly riches with the 
blossoming beauty of humility (James). Her website is: allisonmcintyre. 
weebly.com.

Emily Parker—Emily lives in Raleigh, North Carolina, where she was 
homeschooled through high school. She’s now a student at North Carolina 
State University, where she’s studying animation and interactive media. She’s 
an illustrator with a passion for storytelling, and believes that art has a great 
potential for encouragement and sharing the gospel. You can see more of her 
art on Instagram: @its_emily_parker.

Teddy Perelli—Teddy is a sophomore at a high school in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. He created three pieces for this project—introductions to 2 Timothy, 
1 John, and Revelation. In them, he targets Paul’s warning about “godless 
chatter” (2 Timothy), the impermanence of “the desires of the world” (1 John), 
and the hopeful path to intimacy with God (Revelation). Teddy says he was 
honored to participate in this project, and feels grateful he can use his artistic 
skills to help readers engage in God’s Word.

Lane Sanders—Lane is a student at Colorado Mesa University in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. He developed his love for art as a child, and then worked 
hard to improve his technique in high school. His style is detailed and 
precise—he enjoys creating portraits and landscapes. His favorite medium is 
graphite, but he also works with colored pencils, pens, and acrylics.



Meet Our Student Writers

Our editorial team recruited 10 teenagers from all over the country to add their 
raw, authentic voices to the pages of this New Testament narrative. We asked 
them to send us their own marked-up Bibles, then copied all of their margin 
notes, highlighting, and underlining and transferred them verbatim into the pages 
of Pierced. Each of our contributors is now represented by a distinct typestyle—
for example, this, and this, and this, and this, and this, and this, and this , 
and this, and th is , and this. As you encounter their scribbles and questions and 
prayers, you're invited into a conversation with friends about the most  
important truths that guide our lives.

Elijah Bachali—Eli committed his life to Christ when he was six years old, and 
has deeply grown to love the Lord since then. He just finished his first year at 
Asbury University in Wilmore, Kentucky, working toward a degree in Bible 
Theology. He anticipates a career in Christian ministry. The perfect day for Eli 
would be spent in a hammock in the mountains, reading a book, and listening 
to the Gray Havens.

Alexis DeLong—Alexis is 16 years old and lives in southeastern Indiana. She 
enjoys singing, swimming, and reading. She’s very involved in her church’s 
youth ministry, leading worship with the praise team and participating in the 
Student Leaders program. She’s captain of her high school swimming team 
and is active in her school choir. In her free time, Alexis enjoys being with her 
friends and family.

Destiny Denbo—Destiny is a high school senior in Akron, Colorado. She’s a 
member of the pom pon, volleyball, and basketball teams at school, where she’s 
also vice president of the Family, Career and Community Leaders of America 
club. She loves singing in her church’s choir and serving on the worship team—
and she’s learning to play piano while she develops her songwriting talent. She’s 
also deeply involved in her church’s youth group and in her local Young Life 
club. In the future, she plans to study at a Christian college.

Mariah Hardeman—Mariah is a 16-year-old student who lives in western 
Kentucky. She’s a Christian who has a passion for missions and doing whatever 
she can to serve others. She’s very excited that God opened this door for her, 
and prays that Pierced will help her grow closer to God and encourage others in 
their walk with Christ.

Nole Johnson—Nole is a high school senior in Loveland, Colorado. He was 
born in Southern California, where he lived for seven years before moving 
to the Rocky Mountain west. He loves to study the Word of God and explore 
theological and philosophical topics. His goal is to become a pastor.

II



Claire Jones—Claire is a high school senior in Highlands Ranch, Colorado. 
She’s actively involved in theater and choir, as well as her youth group. In her 
free time, Claire loves to write and create, and hopes that she can someday use 
these talents to further the Kingdom of God. In the future, she would love to 
travel so that she may learn, understand, and embrace different cultures.

Olivia Lane—Olivia Lane is a sophomore at Centre College in Kentucky. She 
was introduced to a relationship with Jesus, and learned how to grow deep in 
that relationship, when she started attending the youth group at her church. 
There, her youth pastor taught her to see herself as a child of God, helping her 
embrace herself as a person of worth. Her relationship with Jesus has changed 
her life, and the life of her whole family.  

Jada Reese—Jada is a 13-year-old who lives in La Quinta, California. She 
loves to dance, and performs for her school dance team. She served as 
activities director for her middle school’s student government class, and in 
her spare time loves hanging out with her friends, going to small group at 
church, and taking pictures. She loves fashion, and is involved in photography, 
cheerleading, and volleyball. When she gets older she wants to be a dancer for 
the American Ballet Theatre.

Trent Russell—Trent is a student at Fort Hays State University in Hays, Kansas. 
In his free time he loves to rock-climb, master his hammocking skills in the 
mountains, and go thrift-shopping. He’ll eat anything with BBQ sauce on it, 
and he craves chicken wings daily. Fun fact: Trent is easily frightened and 
sometimes spooked by his own shadow. Bad puns are his weakness.

Electa Sutton—Electa is a high school senior in Centennial, Colorado. She 
has a passion for her relationship with Christ and for his work. She dearly 
loves volunteering with middle schoolers at her church, spending time with 
her family, and spoiling her dog. God is constantly teaching her what it means 
to be filled to overflowing by him, through him, and with his goodness. She 
signs all her emails with John 15:1, 5: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener… you are the branches.”

III 



A Note From Our Pierced Team

Thanks for opening yourself up to Jesus. Pierced will help you experience 
Jesus in a new and relevant way. It's a more intimate, intriguing, and relational 
way to encounter God's Word. We know you have a deep desire for a more clear 
understanding of what Jesus really said and did, and how you can experience 
him more in your everyday life.

Connecting people to Jesus in deeper ways is the foundation of everything we 
do here at Group. In fact, we’ve been creating resources designed to fuel greater 
intimacy with Jesus for more than 40 years. Our goal is to help you discover 
that it’s possible to walk with Jesus every moment of every day, and to invite 
your friends to experience Jesus themselves.

Check out group.com/youth-ministry for hundreds of other resources 
that will nourish your soul and sustain your orbit around the true center of the 
universe... Jesus. 

P.S. Tell your youth leader, parents, and friends about it. They’ll be glad to go on 
your Jesus-centered journey with you.

IV



pierced
the new testament



VI  |  – L U K E
But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found. Luke 15:32



 –   |  1 Mitchell Bowen, 15



2  | 1:1–1:24

L U K E

M any have un der tak en to draw up an ac count of the  things that 
have been ful filled  among us, just as they were hand ed down to 

us by  those who from the  first were eye wit ness es and ser vants of the 
word. With this in mind,  since I my self have care ful ly in ves ti gat ed ev-
ery thing from the be gin ning, I too de cid ed to  write an or der ly ac count 
for you, most ex cel lent The oph i lus, so that you may know the cer tain ty 
of the  things you have been taught.

33

I n the time of Her od king of Ju dea  there was a  priest  named Zech a-
ri ah, who be longed to the priest ly di vi sion of Abi jah; his wife Eliz-

a beth was also a de scen dant of Aar on. Both of them were righ teous 
in the  sight of God, ob serv ing all the  Lord’s com mands and de crees 
blame less ly. But they were child less be cause Eliz a beth was not able to 
con ceive, and they were both very old.

Once when Zech a ri ah’s di vi sion was on duty and he was serv ing as 
 priest be fore God, he was cho sen by lot, ac cord ing to the cus tom of the 
priest hood, to go into the tem ple of the Lord and burn in cense. And 
when the time for the burn ing of in cense came, all the as sem bled wor-
ship ers were pray ing out side.

Then an an gel of the Lord ap peared to him, stand ing at the  right side 
of the al tar of in cense. When Zech a ri ah saw him, he was star tled and 
was  gripped with fear. But the an gel said to him: “Do not be  afraid, 
Zech a ri ah; your  prayer has been  heard. Your wife Eliz a beth will bear 
you a son, and you are to call him John. He will be a joy and de light to 
you, and many will re joice be cause of his  birth, for he will be  great in 
the  sight of the Lord. He is nev er to take wine or oth er fer ment ed  drink, 
and he will be  filled with the Holy Spir it even be fore he is born. He will 
 bring back many of the peo ple of Is ra el to the Lord  their God. And he 
will go on be fore the Lord, in the spir it and pow er of Eli jah, to turn the 
 hearts of the par ents to  their chil dren and the dis obe di ent to the wis-
dom of the righ teous —  to make  ready a peo ple pre pared for the Lord.”

Zech a ri ah  asked the an gel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man 
and my wife is well  along in years.”

The an gel said to him, “I am Ga bri el. I  stand in the pres ence of God, 
and I have been sent to  speak to you and to tell you this good news. And 
now you will be si lent and not able to  speak un til the day this hap pens, 
be cause you did not be lieve my  words,  which will come true at  their 
ap point ed time.”

Mean while, the peo ple were wait ing for Zech a ri ah and won der ing why 
he  stayed so long in the tem ple. When he came out, he  could not  speak 
to them. They re al ized he had seen a vi sion in the tem ple, for he kept 
mak ing  signs to them but re mained un able to speak.

When his time of ser vice was com plet ed, he re turned home. Af ter this 
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his wife Eliz a beth be came preg nant and for five  months re mained in 
se clu sion. “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In  these days he 
has  shown his fa vor and tak en away my dis grace  among the peo ple.”

1 
In the  sixth  month of Eliz a beth’s preg nan cy, God sent the an gel Ga-
bri el to Naz a reth, a town in Gal i lee, to a vir gin  pledged to be mar ried 
to a man  named Jo seph, a de scen dant of Da vid. The vir gin’s name was 
Mary. The an gel went to her and said, “Greet ings, you who are high ly 
fa vored! The Lord is with you.”

Mary was great ly trou bled at his  words and won dered what kind of 
greet ing this  might be. But the an gel said to her, “Do not be  afraid, 
Mary; you have  found fa vor with God. You will con ceive and give  birth 
to a son, and you are to call him  Jesus. He will be  great and will be 
 called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the  throne 
of his fa ther Da vid, and he will  reign over Ja cob’s de scen dants for ev er; 
his king dom will nev er end.”

“How will this be,” Mary  asked the an gel, “since I am a vir gin?”

The an gel an swered, “The Holy Spir it will come on you, and the pow er 
of the Most High will over shad ow you. So the holy one to be born will 
be  called the Son of God. Even Eliz a beth your rel a tive is go ing to have 
a  child in her old age, and she who was said to be un able to con ceive is 
in her  sixth  month. For no word from God will ever fail.”

“I am the  Lord’s ser vant,” Mary an swered. “May your word to me be 
ful filled.” Then the an gel left her.

1 
At that time Mary got  ready and hur ried to a town in the hill coun try 
of Ju dea, where she en tered Zech a ri ah’s home and greet ed Eliz a beth. 
When Eliz a beth  heard  Mary’s greet ing, the baby  leaped in her womb, 
and Eliz a beth was  filled with the Holy Spir it. In a loud  voice she ex-
claimed: “Blessed are you  among wom en, and  blessed is the  child you 
will bear! But why am I so fa vored, that the moth er of my Lord  should 
come to me? As soon as the  sound of your greet ing  reached my ears, the 
baby in my womb  leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has be lieved that 
the Lord  would ful fill his prom is es to her!”

And Mary said:

  “My soul glorifies the Lord

  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

  for he has been mindful

  of the humble state of his servant.

  From now on all generations will call me blessed,

  for the Mighty One has done great things for me —  

L U K E

God’s Word NEVER fai ls !
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  holy is his name.

  His mercy extends to those who fear him,

  from generation to generation.

  He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;

  he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 
thoughts.

  He has brought down rulers from their thrones

  but has lifted up the humble.

  He has filled the hungry with good things

  but has sent the rich away empty.

  He has helped his servant Israel,

  remembering to be merciful

  to Abraham and his descendants forever,

  just as he promised our ancestors.”

Mary  stayed with Eliz a beth for  about  three  months and then re turned 
home.

1 
When it was time for Eliz a beth to have her baby, she gave  birth to a son. 
Her neigh bors and rel a tives  heard that the Lord had  shown her  great 
mer cy, and they  shared her joy.

On the  eighth day they came to cir cum cise the  child, and they were 
go ing to name him af ter his fa ther Zech a ri ah, but his moth er  spoke up 
and said, “No! He is to be  called John.”

They said to her, “There is no one  among your rel a tives who has that 
name.”

Then they made  signs to his fa ther, to find out what he  would like to 
name the  child. He  asked for a writ ing tab let, and to ev ery one’s as-
ton ish ment he  wrote, “His name is John.” Im me di ate ly his  mouth was 
 opened and his  tongue set free, and he be gan to  speak, prais ing God. 
All the neigh bors were  filled with awe, and through out the hill coun-
try of Ju dea peo ple were talk ing  about all  these  things. Ev ery one who 
 heard this won dered  about it, ask ing, “What then is this  child go ing to 
be?” For the  Lord’s hand was with him.

His fa ther Zech a ri ah was  filled with the Holy Spir it and proph e sied:

  “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,

  because he has come to his people and redeemed them.

L U K E

this is called the 
'magnificat'

this story is 
kinda funny
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  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us

  in the house of his servant David

  (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),

  salvation from our enemies

  and from the hand of all who hate us —  

  to show mercy to our ancestors

  and to remember his holy covenant,

  the oath he swore to our father Abraham:

  to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,

  and to enable us to serve him without fear

  in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

  And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most 
High;

  for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for 
him,

  to give his people the knowledge of salvation

  through the forgiveness of their sins,

  because of the tender mercy of our God,

  by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven

  to shine on those living in darkness

  and in the shadow of death,

  to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

And the  child grew and be came  strong in spir it; and he  lived in the 
wil der ness un til he ap peared pub lic ly to Is ra el.

2 
2 
In  those days Cae sar Au gus tus is sued a de cree that a cen sus  should be 
tak en of the en tire Ro man  world. (This was the  first cen sus that took 
 place  while Qui rin i us was gov er nor of Syr ia.) And ev ery one went to 
 their own town to reg is ter.

So Jo seph also went up from the town of Naz a reth in Gal i lee to Ju dea, 
to Beth le hem the town of Da vid, be cause he be longed to the  house and 
line of Da vid. He went  there to reg is ter with Mary, who was  pledged to 
be mar ried to him and was ex pect ing a  child. While they were  there, 
the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave  birth to her first-
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born, a son. She  wrapped him in  cloths and  placed him in a man ger, 
be cause  there was no  guest room avail able for them.

And  there were shep herds liv ing out in the  fields near by, keep ing  watch 
over  their  flocks at  night. An an gel of the Lord ap peared to them, and 
the glo ry of the Lord  shone  around them, and they were ter ri fied. But 
the an gel said to them, “Do not be  afraid. I  bring you good news that 
will cause  great joy for all the peo ple. To day in the town of Da vid a Sav-
ior has been born to you; he is the Mes si ah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
to you: You will find a baby  wrapped in  cloths and ly ing in a man ger.”

Sud den ly a  great com pa ny of the heav en ly host ap peared with the an-
gel, prais ing God and say ing,

  “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

  and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

When the an gels had left them and gone into heav en, the shep herds 
said to one an oth er, “Let’s go to Beth le hem and see this  thing that has 
hap pened,  which the Lord has told us about.”

So they hur ried off and  found Mary and Jo seph, and the baby, who 
was ly ing in the man ger. When they had seen him, they  spread the 
word con cern ing what had been told them  about this  child, and all who 
 heard it were  amazed at what the shep herds said to them. But Mary 
trea sured up all  these  things and pon dered them in her  heart. The 
shep herds re turned, glo ri fy ing and prais ing God for all the  things they 
had  heard and seen,  which were just as they had been told.

1 
On the  eighth day, when it was time to cir cum cise the  child, he was 
 named  Jesus, the name the an gel had giv en him be fore he was con-
ceived.

When the time came for the pu ri fi ca tion  rites re quired by the Law of 
Mo ses, Jo seph and Mary took him to Je ru sa lem to pre sent him to the 
Lord (as it is writ ten in the Law of the Lord, “Ev ery first born male is to 
be con se crat ed to the Lord” ), and to of fer a sac ri fice in keep ing with 
what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of  doves or two  young pi-
geons.”

Now  there was a man in Je ru sa lem  called Sim e on, who was righ teous 
and de vout. He was wait ing for the con so la tion of Is ra el, and the Holy 
Spir it was on him. It had been re vealed to him by the Holy Spir it that 
he  would not die be fore he had seen the  Lord’s Mes si ah. Moved by the 
Spir it, he went into the tem ple  courts. When the par ents  brought in the 
 child  Jesus to do for him what the cus tom of the Law re quired, Sim e on 
took him in his arms and  praised God, say ing:
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  “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

  you may now dismiss your servant in peace.

  For my eyes have seen your salvation,

  which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:

  a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

  and the glory of your people Israel.”

The  child’s fa ther and moth er mar veled at what was said  about him. 
Then Sim e on  blessed them and said to Mary, his moth er: “This  child 
is des tined to  cause the fall ing and ris ing of many in Is ra el, and to be 
a sign that will be spo ken  against, so that the  thoughts of many  hearts 
will be re vealed. And a  sword will  pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a proph et, Anna, the daugh ter of Pe nu el, of the  tribe of 
Ash er. She was very old; she had  lived with her hus band sev en  years af-
ter her mar riage, and then was a wid ow un til she was  eighty-four. She 
nev er left the tem ple but wor shiped  night and day, fast ing and pray ing. 
Com ing up to them at that very mo ment, she gave  thanks to God and 
 spoke  about the  child to all who were look ing for ward to the re demp-
tion of Je ru sa lem.

When Jo seph and Mary had done ev ery thing re quired by the Law of 
the Lord, they re turned to Gal i lee to  their own town of Naz a reth. And 
the  child grew and be came  strong; he was  filled with wis dom, and the 
 grace of God was on him.

2 
2 
Ev ery year  Jesus’ par ents went to Je ru sa lem for the Fes ti val of the Pass-
over. When he was  twelve  years old, they went up to the fes ti val, ac-
cord ing to the cus tom. Af ter the fes ti val was over,  while his par ents 
were re turn ing home, the boy  Jesus  stayed be hind in Je ru sa lem, but 
they were un aware of it. Think ing he was in  their com pa ny, they trav-
eled on for a day. Then they be gan look ing for him  among  their rel a-
tives and  friends. When they did not find him, they went back to Je ru-
sa lem to look for him. Af ter  three days they  found him in the tem ple 
 courts, sit ting  among the teach ers, lis ten ing to them and ask ing them 
ques tions. Ev ery one who  heard him was  amazed at his un der stand ing 
and his an swers. When his par ents saw him, they were as ton ished. His 
moth er said to him, “Son, why have you treat ed us like this? Your fa ther 
and I have been anx ious ly search ing for you.”

“Why were you search ing for me?” he  asked. “Didn’t you know I had 
to be in my Fa ther’s  house?” But they did not un der stand what he was 
say ing to them.

Then he went down to Naz a reth with them and was obe di ent to them. 
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But his moth er trea sured all  these  things in her  heart. And  Jesus grew 
in wis dom and stat ure, and in fa vor with God and man.

2 
2 
In the fif teenth year of the  reign of Ti be ri us Cae sar —  when Pon tius 
Pi late was gov er nor of Ju dea, Her od te trarch of Gal i lee, his broth er 
Phil ip te trarch of It u rea and Trac o ni tis, and Ly sa ni as te trarch of Ab-
i le ne — dur ing the high-priest hood of An nas and Cai a phas, the word 
of God came to John son of Zech a ri ah in the wil der ness. He went into 
all the coun try  around the Jor dan, preach ing a bap tism of re pen tance 
for the for give ness of sins. As it is writ ten in the book of the  words of 
Isa iah the proph et:

  “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,

  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

  make straight paths for him.

  Every valley shall be filled in,

  every mountain and hill made low.

  The crooked roads shall become straight,

  the rough ways smooth.

  And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ”

John said to the  crowds com ing out to be bap tized by him, “You  brood 
of vi pers! Who  warned you to flee from the com ing  wrath? Pro duce 
 fruit in keep ing with re pen tance. And do not be gin to say to your selves, 
‘We have Abra ham as our fa ther.’ For I tell you that out of  these  stones 
God can  raise up chil dren for Abra ham. The ax is al ready at the root 
of the  trees, and ev ery tree that does not pro duce good  fruit will be cut 
down and  thrown into the fire.”

“What  should we do then?” the  crowd asked.

John an swered, “Any one who has two  shirts  should  share with the one 
who has none, and any one who has food  should do the same.”

Even tax col lec tors came to be bap tized. “Teach er,” they  asked, “what 
 should we do?”

“Don’t col lect any more than you are re quired to,” he told them.

Then some sol diers  asked him, “And what  should we do?”

He re plied, “Don’t ex tort mon ey and  don’t ac cuse peo ple false ly —  be 
con tent with your pay.”

The peo ple were wait ing ex pec tant ly and were all won der ing in  their 
 hearts if John  might pos si bly be the Mes si ah. John an swered them all, 
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“I bap tize you with wa ter. But one who is more pow er ful than I will 
come, the  straps of  whose san dals I am not wor thy to un tie. He will 
bap tize you with the Holy Spir it and fire. His win now ing fork is in his 
hand to  clear his thresh ing  floor and to gath er the  wheat into his barn, 
but he will burn up the  chaff with un quench able fire.” And with many 
oth er  words John ex hort ed the peo ple and pro claimed the good news 
to them.

But when John re buked Her od the te trarch be cause of his mar riage to 
He ro di as, his broth er’s wife, and all the oth er evil  things he had done, 
Her od add ed this to them all: He  locked John up in pris on.

2 
2 
When all the peo ple were be ing bap tized,  Jesus was bap tized too. And 
as he was pray ing, heav en was  opened and the Holy Spir it de scend ed 
on him in bodi ly form like a dove. And a  voice came from heav en: “You 
are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

1 
Now  Jesus him self was  about thir ty  years old when he be gan his min-
is try. He was the son, so it was  thought, of Jo seph,

  the son of Heli, the son of Mat that,

  the son of Levi, the son of Mel ki,

  the son of Jan nai, the son of Jo seph,

  the son of Mat ta thi as, the son of Amos,

  the son of Na hum, the son of Esli,

  the son of Nag gai, the son of Ma ath,

  the son of Mat ta thi as, the son of Sem e in,

  the son of Jo sek, the son of Joda,

  the son of Jo a nan, the son of Rhe sa,

  the son of Ze rub ba bel, the son of She al ti el,

  the son of Neri, the son of Mel ki,

  the son of Addi, the son of Co sam,

  the son of El ma dam, the son of Er,

  the son of Josh ua, the son of El i e zer,

  the son of Jo rim, the son of Mat that,

  the son of Levi, the son of Sim e on,

  the son of Ju dah, the son of Jo seph,

  the son of Jo nam, the son of Eli a kim,

  the son of Me lea, the son of Men na,
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  the son of Mat ta tha, the son of Na than,

  the son of Da vid, the son of Jes se,

  the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,

  the son of Sal mon, the son of Nah shon,

  the son of Am min a dab, the son of Ram,

  the son of Hez ron, the son of Pe rez,

  the son of Ju dah, the son of Ja cob,

  the son of  Isaac, the son of Abra ham,

  the son of Te rah, the son of Na hor,

  the son of Se rug, the son of Reu,

  the son of Pe leg, the son of Eber,

  the son of She lah, the son of Ca i nan,

  the son of Ar phax ad, the son of Shem,

  the son of Noah, the son of La mech,

  the son of Me thu se lah, the son of Enoch,

  the son of Ja red, the son of Ma ha la lel,

  the son of Ke nan, the son of Enosh,

  the son of Seth, the son of Adam,

  the son of God.

Jesus, full of the Holy Spir it, left the Jor dan and was led by the Spir it 
into the wil der ness, where for for ty days he was tempt ed by the dev il. 
He ate noth ing dur ing  those days, and at the end of them he was hun-
gry.

The dev il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this  stone to be-
come bread.”

Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on  bread alone.’ ”

The dev il led him up to a high  place and  showed him in an in stant all 
the king doms of the  world. And he said to him, “I will give you all  their 
au thor i ty and splen dor; it has been giv en to me, and I can give it to any-
one I want to. If you wor ship me, it will all be yours.”

Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the Lord your God and  serve 
him only.’ ”

The dev il led him to Je ru sa lem and had him  stand on the high est  point 
of the tem ple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw your self 
down from here. For it is writ ten:

Spirit  actua l ly 
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  “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you

  to guard you carefully;

  they will lift you up in their hands,

  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”

Jesus an swered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”

When the dev il had fin ished all this tempt ing, he left him un til an op-
por tune time.

3 
3 
3

J esus re turned to Gal i lee in the pow er of the Spir it, and news  about 
him  spread  through the  whole coun try side. He was teach ing in  their 

syn a gogues, and ev ery one  praised him.

He went to Naz a reth,  where he had been  brought up, and on the Sab-
bath day he went into the syn a gogue, as was his cus tom. He  stood up to 
read, and the  scroll of the proph et Isa iah was hand ed to him. Un roll ing 
it, he  found the  place  where it is writ ten:

  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

  because he has anointed me

  to proclaim good news to the poor.

  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

  and recovery of sight for the blind,

  to set the oppressed free,

  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Then he  rolled up the  scroll, gave it back to the at ten dant and sat down. 
The eyes of ev ery one in the syn a gogue were fas tened on him. He be gan 
by say ing to them, “To day this scrip ture is ful filled in your hear ing.”

All  spoke well of him and were  amazed at the gra cious  words that came 
from his lips. “Isn’t this Jo seph’s son?” they asked.

Jesus said to them, “Sure ly you will  quote this prov erb to me: ‘Phy si-
cian, heal your self !’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your home town 
what we have  heard that you did in Ca per na um.’ ”

“Tru ly I tell you,” he con tin ued, “no proph et is ac cept ed in his home-
town. I as sure you that  there were many wid ows in Is ra el in Eli jah’s 
time, when the sky was shut for  three and a half  years and  there was 
a se vere fam ine through out the land. Yet Eli jah was not sent to any of 
them, but to a wid ow in Zar e phath in the re gion of Si don. And  there 
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were many in Is ra el with lep ro sy in the time of Eli sha the proph et, yet 
not one of them was  cleansed —  only Na a man the Syr i an.”

All the peo ple in the syn a gogue were fu ri ous when they  heard this. 
They got up,  drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of 
the hill on  which the town was  built, in or der to  throw him off the  cliff. 
But he  walked  right  through the  crowd and went on his way.

1 
Then he went down to Ca per na um, a town in Gal i lee, and on the Sab-
bath he  taught the peo ple. They were  amazed at his teach ing, be cause 
his  words had au thor i ty.

In the syn a gogue  there was a man pos sessed by a de mon, an im pure 
spir it. He  cried out at the top of his  voice, “Go away! What do you want 
with us,  Jesus of Naz a reth? Have you come to de stroy us? I know who 
you are —  the Holy One of God!”

“Be qui et!”  Jesus said stern ly. “Come out of him!” Then the de mon 
 threw the man down be fore them all and came out with out in jur ing 
him.

All the peo ple were  amazed and said to each oth er, “What  words  these 
are! With au thor i ty and pow er he  gives or ders to im pure spir its and 
they come out!” And the news  about him  spread through out the sur-
round ing area.

1 
Jesus left the syn a gogue and went to the home of Si mon. Now Si mon’s 
moth er-in-law was suf fer ing from a high fe ver, and they  asked  Jesus to 
help her. So he bent over her and re buked the fe ver, and it left her. She 
got up at once and be gan to wait on them.

At sun set, the peo ple  brought to  Jesus all who had var i ous  kinds of 
sick ness, and lay ing his  hands on each one, he  healed them. More over, 
de mons came out of many peo ple, shout ing, “You are the Son of God!” 
But he re buked them and  would not al low them to  speak, be cause they 
knew he was the Mes si ah.

At day break,  Jesus went out to a sol i tary  place. The peo ple were look-
ing for him and when they came to  where he was, they  tried to keep 
him from leav ing them. But he said, “I must pro claim the good news of 
the king dom of God to the oth er  towns also, be cause that is why I was 
sent.” And he kept on preach ing in the syn a gogues of Ju dea.

1 
One day as  Jesus was stand ing by the Lake of Gen nes a ret, the peo ple 
were crowd ing  around him and lis ten ing to the word of God. He saw 
at the wa ter’s edge two  boats, left  there by the fish er men, who were 
wash ing  their nets. He got into one of the  boats, the one be long ing to 
Si mon, and  asked him to put out a lit tle from  shore. Then he sat down 
and  taught the peo ple from the boat.
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When he had fin ished speak ing, he said to Si mon, “Put out into deep 
wa ter, and let down the nets for a catch.”

Si mon an swered, “Mas ter,  we’ve  worked hard all  night and  haven’t 
 caught any thing. But be cause you say so, I will let down the nets.”

When they had done so, they  caught such a  large num ber of fish that 
 their nets be gan to  break. So they sig naled  their part ners in the oth er 
boat to come and help them, and they came and  filled both  boats so full 
that they be gan to sink.

When Si mon Pe ter saw this, he fell at  Jesus’  knees and said, “Go away 
from me, Lord; I am a sin ful man!” For he and all his com pan ions were 
as ton ished at the  catch of fish they had tak en, and so were  James and 
John, the sons of Zeb e dee, Si mon’s part ners.

Then  Jesus said to Si mon, “Don’t be  afraid; from now on you will fish 
for peo ple.” So they  pulled  their  boats up on  shore, left ev ery thing and 
fol lowed him.

1 
While  Jesus was in one of the  towns, a man came  along who was cov-
ered with lep ro sy. When he saw  Jesus, he fell with his face to the  ground 
and  begged him, “Lord, if you are will ing, you can make me clean.”

Jesus  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will ing,” he 
said. “Be  clean!” And im me di ate ly the lep ro sy left him.

Then  Jesus or dered him, “Don’t tell any one, but go, show your self to the 
 priest and of fer the sac ri fic es that Mo ses com mand ed for your cleans-
ing, as a tes ti mo ny to them.”

Yet the news  about him  spread all the more, so that  crowds of peo ple 
came to hear him and to be  healed of  their sick ness es. But  Jesus of ten 
with drew to lone ly plac es and prayed.

1 
One day  Jesus was teach ing, and Phar i sees and teach ers of the law were 
sit ting  there. They had come from ev ery vil lage of Gal i lee and from 
Ju dea and Je ru sa lem. And the pow er of the Lord was with  Jesus to heal 
the sick. Some men came car ry ing a par a lyzed man on a mat and  tried 
to take him into the  house to lay him be fore  Jesus. When they  could not 
find a way to do this be cause of the  crowd, they went up on the roof and 
low ered him on his mat  through the  tiles into the mid dle of the  crowd, 
 right in  front of  Jesus.

When  Jesus saw  their  faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are for giv en.”

The Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law be gan think ing to them-
selves, “Who is this fel low who  speaks blas phe my? Who can for give 
sins but God alone?”

Jesus knew what they were think ing and  asked, “Why are you think-
ing  these  things in your  hearts? Which is eas i er: to say, ‘Your sins are 
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for giv en,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to know that the 
Son of Man has au thor i ty on  earth to for give sins.” So he said to the 
par a lyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” Im me-
di ate ly he  stood up in  front of them, took what he had been ly ing on 
and went home prais ing God. Ev ery one was  amazed and gave  praise 
to God. They were  filled with awe and said, “We have seen re mark able 
 things to day.”

1 
Af ter this,  Jesus went out and saw a tax col lec tor by the name of Levi 
sit ting at his tax  booth. “Fol low me,”  Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, 
left ev ery thing and fol lowed him.

Then Levi held a  great ban quet for  Jesus at his  house, and a  large  crowd 
of tax col lec tors and oth ers were eat ing with them. But the Phar i sees 
and the teach ers of the law who be longed to  their sect com plained to his 
dis ci ples, “Why do you eat and  drink with tax col lec tors and sin ners?”

Jesus an swered them, “It is not the  healthy who need a doc tor, but the 
sick. I have not come to call the righ teous, but sin ners to re pen tance.”

They said to him, “John’s dis ci ples of ten fast and pray, and so do the 
dis ci ples of the Phar i sees, but  yours go on eat ing and drink ing.”

Jesus an swered, “Can you make the  friends of the bride groom fast 
 while he is with them? But the time will come when the bride groom 
will be tak en from them; in  those days they will fast.”

He told them this par a ble: “No one  tears a  piece out of a new gar ment 
to  patch an old one. Other wise, they will have torn the new gar ment, 
and the  patch from the new will not  match the old. And no one pours 
new wine into old wine skins. Other wise, the new wine will  burst the 
 skins; the wine will run out and the wine skins will be ru ined. No, new 
wine must be  poured into new wine skins. And no one af ter drink ing 
old wine  wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is bet ter.’ ”

1 
One Sab bath  Jesus was go ing  through the grain fields, and his dis ci ples 
be gan to pick some  heads of  grain, rub them in  their  hands and eat the 
ker nels. Some of the Phar i sees  asked, “Why are you do ing what is un-
law ful on the Sab bath?”

Jesus an swered them, “Have you nev er read what Da vid did when he 
and his com pan ions were hun gry? He en tered the  house of God, and 
tak ing the con se crat ed  bread, he ate what is law ful only for  priests to 
eat. And he also gave some to his com pan ions.” Then  Jesus said to 
them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sab bath.”

On an oth er Sab bath he went into the syn a gogue and was teach ing, and 
a man was  there  whose  right hand was shriv eled. The Phar i sees and the 
teach ers of the law were look ing for a rea son to ac cuse  Jesus, so they 
 watched him close ly to see if he  would heal on the Sab bath. But  Jesus 
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knew what they were think ing and said to the man with the shriv eled 
hand, “Get up and  stand in  front of ev ery one.” So he got up and  stood 
there.

Then  Jesus said to them, “I ask you,  which is law ful on the Sab bath: to 
do good or to do evil, to save life or to de stroy it?”

He  looked  around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” He did so, and his hand was com plete ly re stored. But the 
Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law were fu ri ous and be gan to dis cuss 
with one an oth er what they  might do to  Jesus.

1 
One of  those days  Jesus went out to a moun tain side to pray, and  spent 
the  night pray ing to God. When morn ing came, he  called his dis ci ples 
to him and  chose  twelve of them, whom he also des ig nat ed apos tles: Si-
mon (whom he  named Pe ter), his broth er An drew,  James, John, Phil ip, 
Bar thol o mew, Mat thew, Thom as,  James son of Al phae us, Si mon who 
was  called the Zeal ot, Ju das son of  James, and Ju das Is car i ot, who be-
came a trai tor.

He went down with them and  stood on a lev el  place. A  large  crowd 
of his dis ci ples was  there and a  great num ber of peo ple from all over 
Ju dea, from Je ru sa lem, and from the coast al re gion  around Tyre and 
Si don, who had come to hear him and to be  healed of  their dis eas es. 
 Those trou bled by im pure spir its were  cured, and the peo ple all  tried to 
 touch him, be cause pow er was com ing from him and heal ing them all.

Look ing at his dis ci ples, he said:

  “Blessed are you who are poor,

  for yours is the kingdom of God.

  Blessed are you who hunger now,

  for you will be satisfied.

  Blessed are you who weep now,

  for you will laugh.

  Blessed are you when people hate you,

  when they exclude you and insult you

  and reject your name as evil,

  because of the Son of Man.

“Re joice in that day and leap for joy, be cause  great is your re ward in 
heav en. For that is how  their an ces tors treat ed the proph ets.

  “But woe to you who are rich,

  for you have already received your comfort.

L U K E
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  Woe to you who are well fed now,

  for you will go hungry.

  Woe to you who laugh now,

  for you will mourn and weep.

  Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,

  for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

“But to you who are lis ten ing I say: Love your en e mies, do good to  those 
who hate you, bless  those who  curse you, pray for  those who mis treat 
you. If some one  slaps you on one  cheek, turn to them the oth er also. If 
some one  takes your coat, do not with hold your  shirt from them. Give 
to ev ery one who asks you, and if any one  takes what be longs to you, do 
not de mand it back. Do to oth ers as you  would have them do to you.

“If you love  those who love you, what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners 
love  those who love them. And if you do good to  those who are good 
to you, what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners do that. And if you lend 
to  those from whom you ex pect re pay ment, what cred it is that to you? 
Even sin ners lend to sin ners, ex pect ing to be re paid in full. But love 
your en e mies, do good to them, and lend to them with out ex pect ing 
to get any thing back. Then your re ward will be  great, and you will be 
chil dren of the Most High, be cause he is kind to the un grate ful and 
wick ed. Be mer ci ful, just as your Fa ther is mer ci ful.

“Do not  judge, and you will not be  judged. Do not con demn, and you 
will not be con demned. For give, and you will be for giv en. Give, and it 
will be giv en to you. A good mea sure,  pressed down, shak en to geth er 
and run ning over, will be  poured into your lap. For with the mea sure 
you use, it will be mea sured to you.”

He also told them this par a ble: “Can the  blind lead the  blind? Will they 
not both fall into a pit? The stu dent is not  above the teach er, but every-
one who is ful ly  trained will be like  their teach er.

“Why do you look at the  speck of saw dust in your broth er’s eye and pay 
no at ten tion to the  plank in your own eye? How can you say to your 
broth er, ‘Broth er, let me take the  speck out of your eye,’ when you your-
self fail to see the  plank in your own eye? You hyp o crite,  first take the 
 plank out of your eye, and then you will see clear ly to re move the  speck 
from your broth er’s eye.

No good tree  bears bad  fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good  fruit. Each 
tree is rec og nized by its own  fruit. Peo ple do not pick figs from thorn-
bush es, or  grapes from bri ers. A good man  brings good  things out of 
the good  stored up in his  heart, and an evil man  brings evil  things out 
of the evil  stored up in his  heart. For the  mouth speaks what the  heart 
is full of.
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“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? As for 
every one who comes to me and hears my  words and puts them into 
prac tice, I will show you what they are like. They are like a man build-
ing a  house, who dug down deep and laid the foun da tion on rock. When 
a  flood came, the tor rent  struck that  house but  could not  shake it, be-
cause it was well  built. But the one who hears my  words and does not 
put them into prac tice is like a man who  built a  house on the  ground 
with out a foun da tion. The mo ment the tor rent  struck that  house, it 
col lapsed and its de struc tion was com plete.”

1 
When  Jesus had fin ished say ing all this to the peo ple who were lis-
ten ing, he en tered Ca per na um. There a cen tu ri on’s ser vant, whom his 
mas ter val ued high ly, was sick and  about to die. The cen tu ri on  heard 
of  Jesus and sent some el ders of the Jews to him, ask ing him to come 
and heal his ser vant. When they came to  Jesus, they plead ed ear nest ly 
with him, “This man de serves to have you do this, be cause he  loves our 
na tion and has  built our syn a gogue.” So  Jesus went with them.

He was not far from the  house when the cen tu ri on sent  friends to say 
to him: “Lord,  don’t trou ble your self, for I do not de serve to have you 
come un der my roof. That is why I did not even con sid er my self wor thy 
to come to you. But say the word, and my ser vant will be  healed. For 
I my self am a man un der au thor i ty, with sol diers un der me. I tell this 
one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he  comes. I say to my 
ser vant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

When  Jesus  heard this, he was  amazed at him, and turn ing to the 
 crowd fol low ing him, he said, “I tell you, I have not  found such  great 
 faith even in Is ra el.” Then the men who had been sent re turned to the 
 house and  found the ser vant well.

1 
Soon af ter ward,  Jesus went to a town  called Nain, and his dis ci ples and 
a  large  crowd went  along with him. As he ap proached the town gate, a 
dead per son was be ing car ried out —  the only son of his moth er, and 
she was a wid ow. And a  large  crowd from the town was with her. When 
the Lord saw her, his  heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”

Then he went up and  touched the bier they were car ry ing him on, and 
the bear ers  stood  still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The 
dead man sat up and be gan to talk, and  Jesus gave him back to his 
moth er.

They were all  filled with awe and  praised God. “A  great proph et has 
ap peared  among us,” they said. “God has come to help his peo ple.” 
This news  about  Jesus  spread through out Ju dea and the sur round ing 
coun try.

1 
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John’s dis ci ples told him  about all  these  things. Call ing two of them, he 
sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or  should 
we ex pect some one else?”

When the men came to  Jesus, they said, “John the Bap tist sent us to you 
to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or  should we ex pect some one 
else?’ ”

At that very time  Jesus  cured many who had dis eas es, sick ness es and 
evil spir its, and gave  sight to many who were  blind. So he re plied to 
the mes sen gers, “Go back and re port to John what you have seen and 
 heard: The  blind re ceive  sight, the lame walk,  those who have lep ro sy 
are  cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are  raised, and the good news is 
pro claimed to the poor. Blessed is any one who does not stum ble on 
ac count of me.”

Af ter  John’s mes sen gers left,  Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd  about 
John: “What did you go out into the wil der ness to see? A reed  swayed 
by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man  dressed in fine 
 clothes? No,  those who wear ex pen sive  clothes and in dulge in lux u ry 
are in pal ac es. But what did you go out to see? A proph et? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a proph et. This is the one  about whom it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,

  who will prepare your way before you.’

I tell you,  among  those born of wom en  there is no one great er than 
John; yet the one who is  least in the king dom of God is great er than he.”

(All the peo ple, even the tax col lec tors, when they  heard  Jesus’  words, 
ac knowl edged that  God’s way was  right, be cause they had been bap-
tized by John. But the Phar i sees and the ex perts in the law re ject ed 
 God’s pur pose for them selves, be cause they had not been bap tized by 
John.)

Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I com pare the peo ple of this 
gen er a tion? What are they like? They are like chil dren sit ting in the 
mar ket place and call ing out to each oth er:

  “ ‘We played the pipe for you,

  and you did not dance;

  we sang a dirge,

  and you did not cry.’

For John the Bap tist came nei ther eat ing  bread nor drink ing wine, and 
you say, ‘He has a de mon.’ The Son of Man came eat ing and drink ing, 
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and you say, ‘Here is a glut ton and a drunk ard, a  friend of tax col lec tors 
and sin ners.’ But wis dom is  proved  right by all her chil dren.”

When one of the Phar i sees in vit ed  Jesus to have din ner with him, he 
went to the Phar i see’s  house and re clined at the ta ble. A wom an in that 
town who  lived a sin ful life  learned that  Jesus was eat ing at the Phar i-
see’s  house, so she came  there with an al a bas ter jar of per fume. As she 
 stood be hind him at his feet weep ing, she be gan to wet his feet with 
her  tears. Then she  wiped them with her hair,  kissed them and  poured 
per fume on them.

When the Phar i see who had in vit ed him saw this, he said to him self, 
“If this man were a proph et, he  would know who is touch ing him and 
what kind of wom an she is —  that she is a sin ner.”

Jesus an swered him, “Si mon, I have some thing to tell you.”

“Tell me, teach er,” he said.

“Two peo ple owed mon ey to a cer tain mon ey lend er. One owed him five 
hun dred de nar ii, and the oth er fif ty. Nei ther of them had the mon ey 
to pay him back, so he for gave the  debts of both. Now  which of them 
will love him more?”

Si mon re plied, “I sup pose the one who had the big ger debt for giv en.”

“You have  judged cor rect ly,”  Jesus said.

Then he  turned to ward the wom an and said to Si mon, “Do you see this 
wom an? I came into your  house. You did not give me any wa ter for my 
feet, but she wet my feet with her  tears and  wiped them with her hair. 
You did not give me a kiss, but this wom an, from the time I en tered, 
has not  stopped kiss ing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but 
she has  poured per fume on my feet. There fore, I tell you, her many sins 
have been for giv en —  as her  great love has  shown. But who ev er has been 
for giv en lit tle  loves lit tle.”

Then  Jesus said to her, “Your sins are for giv en.”

The oth er  guests be gan to say  among them selves, “Who is this who 
even for gives sins?”

Jesus said to the wom an, “Your  faith has  saved you; go in peace.”

2 
2 
Af ter this,  Jesus trav eled  about from one town and vil lage to an oth er, 
pro claim ing the good news of the king dom of God. The  Twelve were 
with him, and also some wom en who had been  cured of evil spir its and 
dis eas es: Mary (called Mag da lene) from whom sev en de mons had come 
out; Jo an na the wife of Chu za, the man ag er of Her od’s house hold; Su-
san na; and many oth ers.  These wom en were help ing to sup port them 
out of  their own means.
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While a  large  crowd was gath er ing and peo ple were com ing to  Jesus 
from town af ter town, he told this par a ble: “A farm er went out to sow 
his seed. As he was scat ter ing the seed, some fell  along the path; it was 
tram pled on, and the  birds ate it up. Some fell on  rocky ground, and 
when it came up, the  plants with ered be cause they had no mois ture. 
Oth er seed fell  among  thorns,  which grew up with it and  choked the 
 plants. Still oth er seed fell on good soil. It came up and yield ed a crop, 
a hun dred  times more than was sown.”

When he said this, he  called out, “Who ev er has ears to hear, let them 
hear.”

His dis ci ples  asked him what this par a ble  meant. He said, “The knowl-
edge of the se crets of the king dom of God has been giv en to you, but to 
oth ers I  speak in par a bles, so that,

  “ ‘though seeing, they may not see;

  though hearing, they may not understand.’

“This is the mean ing of the par a ble: The seed is the word of God. Those 
 along the path are the ones who hear, and then the dev il  comes and 
 takes away the word from  their  hearts, so that they may not be lieve and 
be  saved. Those on the  rocky ground are the ones who re ceive the word 
with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They be lieve for a 
 while, but in the time of test ing they fall away. The seed that fell  among 
 thorns  stands for  those who hear, but as they go on  their way they are 
 choked by  life’s wor ries, rich es and plea sures, and they do not ma ture. 
But the seed on good soil  stands for  those with a no ble and good  heart, 
who hear the word, re tain it, and by per se ver ing pro duce a crop.

“No one  lights a lamp and  hides it in a clay jar or puts it un der a bed. 
In stead, they put it on a  stand, so that  those who come in can see the 
 light. For  there is noth ing hid den that will not be dis closed, and noth-
ing con cealed that will not be  known or  brought out into the open. 
There fore con sid er care ful ly how you lis ten. Who ever has will be giv en 
more; who ever does not have, even what they  think they have will be 
tak en from them.”

1 
Now  Jesus’ moth er and broth ers came to see him, but they were not able 
to get near him be cause of the  crowd. Some one told him, “Your moth er 
and broth ers are stand ing out side, want ing to see you.”

He re plied, “My moth er and broth ers are  those who hear  God’s word 
and put it into prac tice.”

1 
One day  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Let us go over to the oth er side 
of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. As they  sailed, he fell 
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