FLIPPED

Week 1 - Power
… they all have something in common. All six of these pictures have something in common. There’s a common denominator about each of these. Let’s see if you can figure it out. Let’s go through these.

Here’s the first one: Donald Trump. Most of us know of him. Lot of money, boss, owns a lot of stuff.

Next picture: Jonas Brothers. Aren’t they hot? 
The president of the United States. 
Donald Trump, Jonas Brothers, president of the U.S. Who else we got?

Isn’t this the cutest little girl you’ve ever seen? That’s my daughter, my daughter Naomi. She’s 18 months old. She has her mom’s looks. Thank goodness for that one.

Next we have a bodybuilder that happens to look a lot like myself! This is back a few years ago. 
The Bachelor. Any Bachelor fans out there? Some of you are afraid to admit it. I’ve got to admit: I’m a Bachelor fan. Bachelor Jay right here, voted off.

All those people have something in common. Can you figure out what it is? Anybody have a guess? They’re all people. Yes. That’s not why we’re going to talk about them, but yes. Anybody else? They’re famous. Yeah. My daughter not so much, but the rest, yeah. You’re getting there. They all have hair on their head. OK. More than myself. They’re all God’s children. Yes. They’re all smiling. Interesting.

Those are all true. For the most part those are all true. But what we’re looking at today is the common denominator is every single one of those people has some sort of power. Some sort of power. Donald Trump has the power to hire and fire people. He’s a boss. He’s got a lot of money. With money comes power, right? 
Jonas Brothers. Whether you like it or not, they have power. They’re famous. People spend a lot of money. Thousands of people come and watch them in concert. They have some power, especially when they’re up on stage and people are watching them.

The president of the United States. Probably one of the most powerful people in the world. 
My daughter. Powerful. Believe it or not. You’ll realize this, some of you with kids in the room, you get this. But you’ll realize this when you get older and you have kids. My 18-month-old daughter has so much power. Here’s why. All she has to do is cry. And what do my wife and I do? Get out of bed, stop what we’re doing. “What do you need, dear? What’s going on?” We figure out what her needs are, why she’s crying. All she has to do is make a face. She poops her diaper, what do we do? We change it. That is power! We feed her, we clothe her, we wait on her. We do everything for her. That is power there. 
The bodybuilder. Physical power. Right? Physical strength. Physical power. Strong. 
The Bachelor. Those of you who don’t watch the show The Bachelor, there is so much power in the rose. Right? You either get a rose or you don’t. The Bachelor holds all the power when it comes to all those girls that are involved in the show. He has so much power. 
Today we’re going to talk about this whole concept of power. What I want you to do right now is think about this. Think if you had so much power, whether you’re Donald Trump or whoever you are. You’re just you. You have so much power that people, whether it’s one person or a group of people, they pretty much serve you every day, 24/7. They bring you whatever you want. They go and buy whatever you want to buy, they cook whatever meals you want. They’ll do your homework for you. They’ll drive you wherever you want to go. 
Some of you are thinking, “Wait! That’s my life already. That’s what my mom does.” You probably have a little power there that maybe you didn’t realize. They pick your nose for you, they pop your zits for you, whatever. They do everything for you. 
How awesome would that be? Right? We’re all going, “That would be sweet. That would be cool. They’d pick my nose? I hate picking my own nose.”
Can you imagine how cool that would be? 
Here’s the deal. This morning we’re going to look at this whole concept of power. Something as people we naturally desire. We naturally power want whether we realize it or not. There’s something about power. 
Society is all about moving up the ladder. More money, more stuff. More friends. More popularity.

Here’s what Jesus did. Jesus, when he took this concept of power, he flipped it upside down. He flipped it around. He turned it upside down. Here’s what he said. Jesus said this and he lived this. He said, “Power doesn’t matter.” What? Power doesn’t matter? Everybody says it’s all about power! It’s all about status! It’s all about prestige and what you have and the way people look at you. But Jesus said it doesn’t matter.

Back in the day, the Jewish people were under this Roman rule. Roman oppression. They were over them for years and years and years. The Jewish people were seeking power. They really wanted this power because the Romans ruled over them. So when they heard this king of the Jews was going to show up—Jesus was going to show up and be the Savior, the Messiah, their king—they were expecting this guy to come rolling in on his chariot, on his horse, on his camel, in his Ferrari—whatever. They thought he’d have a robe on, a crown on, like a normal king. 
But how did he come to earth? As a baby, as an infant. The furthest thing from a king. The furthest thing from power. A baby has zero status at all. 
The Jewish people were like, “What? What’s going on here?”
But what Jesus wanted to show them, to teach them is this: It’s not about this power. It’s not about how you look and how people look up to you. 
Here’s what Jesus said in Matthew 20. I only put part of the verse here, but actually I’m going to read a verse before it and a verse after it as well. It says, “Jesus called them together and said this…” He called his disciples. There were 12 disciples that kind of lived life with Jesus. They went wherever he went. Jesus mentored them. They taught with Jesus. They heard Jesus teach. Here’s what he says to them. “You know this. That the rulers in this world lord it over their people [they lord this power over their people] and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant. And whoever wants to be first among you must become your slave.” Then he goes on to say, “For even the Son of man [Jesus himself, God’s Son] came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

If anybody deserves power and prestige and status, it was Jesus, the Son of God. But he chose to put his power aside and he himself served those around him. He washed his disciples’ feet. The ultimate example of humility in serving—he washed their feet, their nasty feet.

Jesus chose to put his power aside. He used his power, the power that he had, because he did have power. He did miracles—turned water to wine, he fed thousands of people with just a couple loaves of bread and some fish. He caused the blind to see. He helped those who couldn’t walk to walk. He used his power, he had power. But he used it to benefit others. Every time he used his power, it was to help somebody else and not to bring the focus on himself.

That is what Jesus is all about. That’s what matters to him. No matter how powerful you are. 
It’s OK to be Donald Trump. It’s OK. It’s OK to be the president of the U.S. It’s OK to be super strong and muscular. It’s OK to be the Jonas brothers. It’s OK to be the __________ at your school. It’s OK to be the captain of your sports team of the cheer team. All those things are OK. We understand you get put in positions of power. But the question is how are you using that power? Are you using that power to help those around you? 

Jesus turned that upside down. He flipped it around and said use it to benefit others. 
The other verse in Luke 9 says, “Whoever is the least among you is the greatest.” Again Jesus is saying whoever is the least shall be the greatest. Whoever is last shall be first. That’s what Jesus was all about. Serve. Put others before yourself and in Jesus’ eyes you’re the greatest. You’re at the top of any ladder. Because you put others before yourself.

Here’s what I want you to do. On your outline, I wrote, “List some areas where you usually seek power.” Here’s what I want you to do. Just think about those areas of your life. Those circles in your life. Maybe it’s amongst your friends. You’re always trying to get the upper hand on your friends. Maybe it’s with your parents, you’re trying to control your parents, you’re trying to get them to give you what you want. For me, when I was a junior high, the area where I sought power was with my younger sisters. I’m the oldest of three; I have two younger sisters. I used to always get the upper hand or try to get the upper hand with them. Get the bigger bedroom in the house. Get the better stuff or the most stuff. Try to get in the bathroom in the morning before they did because we all shared one bathroom. And they’d take like an hour showers, which I don’t understand, so I’d try to be the first one in the bathroom, lock the door, turn on the water—not even take a shower, just kind of hang out in there. Now who’s got the power? Me! You’re locked out. Ha-ha.

Or this: I’d be the first one in the kitchen for breakfast because I knew there was only “that” much Lucky Charms left in the box. Enough for only one more bowl. Anybody been there? Would I wait and give it to one of my sisters? No! I want those marshmallows to touch my lips! I’d pour that last bowl, set it on the table, close it up, and make it look like there’s some more in there. I’d be munching Lucky Charms as my sisters walk in, shake the box. Empty! 
Whatever it is. What area? For me it was with my sisters. 
Maybe it’s with your friends. Maybe it’s on your sports team. Maybe it’s in the classroom. You’re always trying to get the better grades or look better to the teacher than the rest. Whatever it is. Write it down. Even if it’s one area, 10 areas, three areas. Write it down.

Because the reality is there probably are some areas, at least one area, where you know that you’re thinking about it and go, “Yeah, I do try to get the upper edge all the time. I do try to make them look less important, make myself look better than they are.” Write that down.

Then I want you to ask this question: Who can I serve this month and how? I’m not talking about serving today or tomorrow or even this week. I’m talking about over the next 30 days or so. Who can you serve and how? 
A good place to start is probably in that list that you wrote right above there, one of those people or those groups of people. Start there. Who can you serve? Maybe it’s helping your mom cook a meal. Can you imagine that? Walk into the kitchen and say, “Mom, how can I help you cook dinner tonight?” After you pick her up off the floor, after she faints, she’ll show you how to cook or what to cook. 
Help your dad maybe with a work project he’s been working on around the house. Help a friend with homework. Help a friend get through a difficult time. 
For me it would have been giving my sister that last bowl of Lucky Charms. 
It could be small; it could be big. The thing is start somewhere. And really think how can you serve somebody and who is it going to be. 
I do know this. The best relationships in life are the relationships where power doesn’t matter. Those are the best relationships. Where power doesn’t matter. You put power aside and it’s not about one-up-ing your friends, your teammates. Power just doesn’t matter. You focus on putting the need of others before yourself. 
In Jesus’ eyes, the reality is this, those people we put up on the screen, the famous people, the rich people, the people that we all know, in God’s eyes those aren’t the most powerful people. The most powerful people in the world are people we don’t know. It’s the people that are putting others before themselves. The people that are serving and helping with the needs that others have. Those. In God’s eyes is why we do what we do. Those are the most powerful people in the world. That’s what matters to God. Not how much power you have but how you serve other people.

That’s the thought for the week: Serving people is more important than seeking power.

Let’s pray:


God, we thank you so much for your example, sending Jesus to show us how to live our lives. God, one of these things is this whole concept of power. How he turned it upside down and flipped it around and said it’s not about how popular you are or how much money you have or how much stuff you have or how you look in the eyes of others. It’s all about serving. It’s all about putting others before ourselves. God, I pray for each and every one of these junior highers in this room this morning. Some of them may be wrestling with this a little bit. Whether they’ve been a Christ-follower for a long time or whether there are people in here who are just checking this whole thing out. God, I pray that they’ll start somewhere, that they’ll look for somebody that they can serve and find a way to serve them. God, we love you. We thank you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


