Welcome to the Junior High Small Group start-up kit. This kit has everything you need to know about starting a small group program in your junior high ministry. It includes everything from training your staff to teaching students. It is a simple, easy to use tool to help guide you through setting up a small group ministry.

As you are reading through this kit remember this—there are a lot of different ways students can connect with other believers and grow closer to Christ. But one of the things that has truly impacted our junior high students here at Saddleback is being part of a SMALL GROUP.

Creating Small Groups for your ministry has the potential to change the look and dynamics of your whole group. It gives students and adult volunteers the opportunity to experience God together in a new and exciting way.

The purpose behind small groups is to GET STUDENTS CONNECTED! Small groups are geared for students to connect with other believers and an adult Christian friend, and to help them grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ. We believe, through small groups and these relationships life change happens.

SMALL GROUPS create an atmosphere where students can connect with others and feel comfortable to ask questions, open-up and be themselves. These groups teach students about accountability and responsibility to one another, and they are a great way for students to feel loved and encouraged on a regular basis. Whether you have 5 or 500 in your ministry, every student hungers for attention and love. By creating a small group ministry, you create opportunities for students to receive encouragement and spiritual nourishment on a regular basis.

Here’s the bottom line: STUDENTS NEED RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER BELIEVERS. When students in your ministry begin to reap the benefits of these relationships and being in a small group, you will begin to see the amazing impact small groups can have on your ministry.

Living life to the fullest,
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Kurt Johnston
