DO SOMETHING
Week 1 – Noticing Needs
So we are in the middle of this deal and the series is simply called Do Something. And we are looking over the next couple of weeks as we go into going off to Mexico over Memorial day weekend, we are going to take a look at what it means to actually do something. That if we really took our faith seriously, if we really considered what it meant to be a follower of Jesus, and I realize that some of us in here are checking it out trying to figure out what that means. There is a component of it, a pretty serious component in which we’re asked to do something. 

Now my son, not too long ago, I was looking at my son’s teeth. He is four years old and I realized, he comes up to me and he does like a big dinosaur move or something. You know, Hey Daddy! And I was like oh my Gosh, your teeth are nasty. And I’m like looking at them and I’m like oh a little bird flew out of there. You know like Oh my gosh a bird flew out of your mouth! This is gross. There is something nasty in your teeth going on there dude. 
So, I realized that I’m not that like that good at, he likes to brush his teeth, you know. But he just kind of likes the sound of it. We don’t have like, he doesn’t have an electronic tooth brush but he just likes the sound of the tooth brush in his mouth. So he just cracks himself up, but I don’t think he is really doing a good job at brushing his teeth. But I decided because his teeth were so gross and there’s creatures flying out of his mouth and stuff when his mouth is open too long, I really had to do something about it. 
So I put a post-it note on his door that said the word teeth. So that when I would go up to his door and I would be like ah his hideous, horrible, horrifying teeth, I’ve got to deal with those things right now. So, I would see the post-it note. So I put the word teeth on his door and the idea was that I could, as I was taking him upstairs to bed or whatever, after his bath, I would see that on the door and go brush his teeth. Well most of the time it was like the least convenient time when I would see it. Like I would be carrying him upstairs after he fell asleep in the car or something and I’d see the word teeth on the door and I would be like, “Oh I can’t do it right now because I don’t want to wake him up.” So I would put him to bed. Or like it was a big nightmare to kind of get him calm, we would walk him upstairs finally I’m like do I really want to get him excited about the sound of brushing? You know the sound again. So I just do some, shoot I’m just going to put him down. 
So pretty soon, I begin to look at this sign so many times and do nothing about it, that eventually it became invisible. Like I didn’t even realize it was there. Because I had tuned it out. It was a pink post-it note with the word teeth on it. And I’d seen it so many times but eventually I just said I don’t even, I said I’ve said no to it so many times that I just kind of shut it off. 
I think, in a very strange and very real way, this is so much what our lives are like. Like what’s really important about the things either in our own lives individually, specifically that we have to take care of. You put a little sign post, a little post-it note up in our mind that says I’ve go to deal with that, I’ve got to call that person back, I’ve got to you know spend some time here, or do something like this. For me, this is what I do. I’ve got to call that person back, I’ve got to you know do something nice for my wife or talk to whomever about whatever it is. But then even on a bigger scale about things that are wrong with the world, It’s almost like I put a post-it note up that says I probably should be involved in that or do something about that. Or it might even say someone should do something about that, I don’t know who it is but I don’t know if it is going to be me. But the reality is over and over again, if I keep seeing those things and not doing something about them eventually I just sort of become shut off from them. They don’t really seem to matter that much anymore. 

Jesus makes this point in a pretty critical way. He says it this way. On your outline it’s under the heading that says seeing, and it says this. Matthew 25:34-46. Then the King Jesus will say to those on his right, “Come you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the Kingdom that prepared for you for the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, I was a stranger and you invited me into your home, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you cared for me, I was imprisoned and you visited me. Then these righteous ones will reply, “Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality, or naked and give you clothing? When did we ever see you sick or imprisoned and visit you? Then the King will say, “I tell you the truth. When you did it to the least of these brothers, the least of my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me. 
Jesus talking to his followers about a final sort of moment in their life, a final sort of conversation that’s a judgment really of their lives and he says this is, is this really, this is really what it’s going to look like. I’m going to come before you and say great job those of you guys who helped out the poor, and the sick and the needy. And their going to say We didn’t even see you and somehow or another they begin to say, Jesus begins to reveal to them, when you helped someone who was sick or in need, you helped me. 
The passage is kind of curious. There are a couple of things you need to notice about it. First thing is this I put it under the heading, noticing something I didn’t notice I noticed. Because it looks like this People are rewarded for doing something they did without really seeking any kind of special attention. They didn’t help someone and then take an ad out in the paper and say attention everybody, I just want to let you guys know I helped someone out this past week and you know. There is nothing like that. You get the sense that people were doing something taking notice of a need without really being aware that they were doing it. 

Let’s put it another way. If we think about the post-it note example again. Maybe one of the ways to kind of take a good look at the character of our own hearts is not to talk about the things that we do notice, but about the things we no longer notice anymore. About those things about you that should be important to us but we are no longer able to see because we tuned them out so much that they no longer matter to us. 

Apparently if we want to get a picture of Jesus, if you want to get a sense of who Jesus is, the scripture gives us another sense of what this looks like. For those of us who are wondering what Jesus is actually about or what he is like or want to get a pretty clear picture of who he is, evidently what we have to do is hang out with poor folks. You want to know what Jesus is like, you want to get a good picture of what Jesus is all about, be around people who are in need. Because these people seem to be hanging out with people who are in need of Jesus and Jesus says that was me. 

This is really about caring for me when you’re with people who are like that your caring about me. What Jesus seems to be saying with this passage, what he seems to be saying, we need an increased sensitivity to the world around us. What is surprising often to people when they hear about Jesus is what they think about is they really want Jesus to make their lives simpler and more comfortable. The reality is, according to this passage, it sounds like it is actually going to be more complicated, more difficult, more challenging. Because he’s saying we’re going to have to be sensitive to those things which are not comfortable. 
I was gone on a conference this last weekend. And I was, it’s great conference, I’m in New York City, it’s really fun and I get this text message from my wife. “Our kids have lice.” I’m glad I’m in New York. Uh, no I was like this is horrible. Right. Now what I think to myself is that’s horrible, that’s a real big nightmare, you know luckily her mother-in-law was in town that weekend, you know I was gone so I’m like you put the poison shampoo on the kids, you melt their face off and then the lice are gone and big deal, it’s all done. 

Now I didn’t realize how much of a process this is. First of all, because as Matt mentioned, my wife’s pregnant and she can’t handle any of the poison, like your not suppose to even touch it. So my mother-in-law, which this is a future thing for you guys who plan on being married someday you never really want to put your mother-in-law in a situation where she is really having to spray poison in your house and really exhausted and tired of being around your kids she just doesn’t know it. She is wonderful and she had a great time, but she really wasn’t planning on being exterminator. Right? 
So, here’s a couple of things. Soon as I get home from New York, I don’t get to be tired from my traveling, oh all this stuff, it was like Jeff, here’s the deal. The kids have a lice situation. You’re going to need to handle it. Here’s what’s going to happen. My moms on the way out, you’re going to have to be the exterminator now. We’re going to spray all this stuff, we’re going to put it all over the clothes, everything we own, through the dryer, all the teddy bears, hats, everything, into the dryer. We are going to put it into the dryer three times to make sure everything is killed and your going to have to shampoo the kids face. Now, shampoo their face ah my face. Their hair. Melt their face, shampoo their hair. Okay, here is goes. 
So, incidentally this is a side note that made me think of it. My wife got a post of her blog, a comment on her blog from someone in London. She’s talking about, my wife was talking about having lice, and this person in London says it’s illegal for us to use that stuff on our kids. Our FDA, food and drug administration, doesn’t allow that in the country. So we have to use all these natural things and its kind of an epidemic. And I’m like Yippee we get poison, we get to poison our kids in America. Yay. Right? Wait a second, this is horrible, Right. So, anyhow, sorry side note. 
So here’s the process by which you have to do this. I thought you put the poison shampoo on their head, not on their face I’m not that cruel to my kids sorry I slipped up maybe I did it when I was angry okay no, I’m just kidding. So you put it on their head, you have to wait there for a few minutes while their scalp burns and then you have to go back with this hideous gel and you put it all over there and then you have to take this comb. You guys ever have lice when you were a little kid or whatever? There is like this little, tiny blue comb but it is basically a medieval torture device that you slide in between their hair. If there happen to be any sort of hair that’s cross up like that it will rig the hair right out. Now my son, we just shaved his head so it’s like real quick to get that stuff out. My daughter’s two years old. She still has her like baby curls in the back and we are like we have to save those things. We aren’t cutting those off. So, of course what we did is this. We yanked them all out with this little torture device comb, you know, she’s screaming. We’re trying to hold her head still. No, we have to do this sweetheart, I love you, stay still. I mean its horrible okay. Now, I know it’s sad. Some of you are like you’re mean. Well, lice is horrible, okay. You have to comb it out of the kid’s hair. 
Now third thing is this. As soon as I hear the word lice now, like when your head itches right now whenever it itches at anytime, you don’t think to yourself, there are creatures. Everybody just went ah lice. That’s so funny. If only you could see what I’m seeing right now. When you itch your head you don’t think to yourself there are probably animals living there. You just think oh whatever, maybe it is a bird, like my son flying out of his mouth. But you’re just thinking maybe I have dry skin or something I’ll just scratch it, no big deal. But now if my head itches I’m like oh dude. There are little animals living in there. Like oh gosh, you can’t not think about it. Right? My wife’s having nightmares. Like literally this is not a joke. When our house would creak at night she would be like it’s the lice. Amanda, it’s not the lice. Okay, their tiny, their like you can barley even see them. You have to use that torture comb to get them out remember. Nah, it’s the lice. They are everywhere. You know like okay, like every ten seconds she’s like Jeff check my hair. I’m like Amanda, you don’t have, if you poison your scalp you know you put our baby at risk whatever it is. But I mean we are like we are unbelievably oversensitive, it’s so uncomfortable now. Now, my sensitivity to all things hair and lice is incredibly increased. I can’t not think about it now during this time. Like this period is like I cannot stop thinking about it. 
On a spiritual level, in a crazy and weird way, this may actually be what God is trying to do to our hearts. That we may actually be more uncomfortable with the world then when we started coming in here today, that somehow or another what’s going on in the world may actually bother us to the degree that we have to do something about it. 
You know my son’s teeth got so bad that I finally had to say I’m so shocked at looking at your mouth I have to do something about it. It was the only reason why I did something about it. And now when I think about lice, the other example, when I think about it like this. I cannot stop thinking about it. 
And maybe what God is doing, what Jesus is inviting us to do is the reality that our lives are not meant to be more comfortable but actually more complicated and more difficult. Because we are the people that chose to follow Jesus who chose a little bit more discomfort. We chose to be bothered by those things in the World. 
I told you I was in New York last week. And I get out of the plane and I’m riding in a cab, I’ve never been in one, you know I feel all awesome in here and everyone is smoking around me and I don’t smoke. I have asthma. But I’m like this is cool I’m around smokers. I’m awesome and you know like this is so cool. And like everywhere we’re walking, and I’m on the subway and everywhere you go, the population, just to give you a sense I’ve never been there before, the population density is 67,000 people per square mile. Okay, so you’re like what does that mean? In Orange County, it is 3,600 just to give you a sense of how many people are packed into a little tiny area. Right, it’s the most densely populated county in America. 
And your walking around and there’s all kinds of people and everywhere you go there are homeless folks. Right? When I first started walking around I was like oh man I just, these people are everywhere. What am I going to do? By the end of the third or fourth day, I stopped noticing all together. Because there were so many around me and I was able to tune it out enough times, I had seen the post-it note enough times, it said homeless people probably should do something about that, and tuned it out enough times that I no longer saw it. 

My fried Katie, she goes every year, every other year or so, she goes to spend some time in Kenya. She tells me a place, a story about a place called Kibera. It is the world’s largest slum. And it is one of the most, it is one of the craziest things I’ve ever heard of. If New York City in Manhattan has 67,000 people per square mile Kibera has 850,000 people per square mile. It is one of the most densely populated places in the world. The world’s largest slum. And it is a place of absolute poverty. Here is a picture of it right there. See the reality is these places are in the world and we don’t really live our lives everyday thinking about wow there is this place called Kibera where there is 850,000 people per square mile. And within the three mile radius, there are 450,000 orphans. 
Passage of the Bible says, And then these righteous ones will reply, “Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality, or naked and give you clothing? When did we ever see you sick or imprisoned and visit you? 
What’s being asked is when did we ever see this stuff? When did we see it? Because truthfully none of us will probably ever have to live in a situation like that unless we chose to go there and live it. This weekend our whole church is helping those of us who live in Orange County to realize that there are places like Kibera and those places are reality. And more than that, they are not someone else’s reality, they are our reality. There’s a reason we don’t see Kibera in the world all that often. We don’t focus on it too much because it’s just too hard. It is just too hard to imagine that kind of situation. The average life expectancy in Kibera in only 48 years. Yet Jesus seems to be painting a picture for his followers. We get to fell uncomfortable about stuff like that now. Could you turn your outline over if you haven’t already I want to show you what we think about this. 
Because essentially what Jesus is saying is there’s a couple ways to look at the world. Here’s what I want you to think about. We get to do the hard work of noticing the world around us and here are a couple different views. Here’s the hard work of looking at the world around us. 
A. The World is mostly good and needs little adjustment or help. 
B. The World is mostly a mess and is need of serious help. 

C. I haven’t thought that much about the World, but I’m a mess. 

D. I haven’t really thought that much about the World and I’m not a mess. 

E. I’m not okay with injustice, poverty, disease, isolation, racism, ect…

F. I am okay with injustice, poverty, disease, isolation, racism, ect…

You see, over the next couple of weeks we are going to be talking about noticing the world and doing something about it. Some things are going to be very close that we are talking about and some things are going to be very far away. Some of the things we are going to talk about are going to make you uncomfortable, some of them will make you angry, some of them will make you confused. But we are going to start a dialogue about some of this stuff. And the reality is, as we look at the bigger picture of all those stuff, we go gosh we can’t do anything about it. 
The picture I want to give you is we can start by doing something. We can start by doing something. And I’m going to give you some steps in a second. Now, this stuff is some of the most confusing stuff anybody could ever talk about. It really is.
I mean when you talk to people, some of the most common questions are people who are far away from God, who are investigating God, they will always say you know I have a huge problem, if there is a God why there is suffering, poverty, and disease in the world. I mean this is at the heart of why people are going to trust God because it feels like God put a post-it note on his own door that said “The world” and slowly began to tune it out. 
For people living in Kibera it might actually feel like that. You heard Matt talk about this passage of scripture last week it’s from two parts of the Bible, Isaiah 61 and Luke 4. Jesus calls it as his own, he announces it this way. But I want you to check this out on your outline. It says this. The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me, for the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted to proclaim that the captives will be released, and the prisoners will be freed. He sent me to tell those who mourn the time of the lord’s favor has come. And with it, the day of God’s anger against their enemies. 

Now he’s saying, here’s the deal. A couple of things you have got to know. God is saying hey people without power, influence or money, or whatever else it is, people in captivity, I’ve got good news. And all of that stuff about being in captivity, without all of those things that you needed to live, that’s about to change. The day of the Lord’s favor it says. But, that’s still confusing. You heard Matt talk about this last week. 
This is written seven, the first part, Isaiah, it was written seven or eight hundred years before Jesus. And then they waited around, this guy, it was pronounced by this prophet and everybody is like Yay! We’re free! We are still waiting around for seven or eight hundred years. And then Jesus shows up. He announces it as his own words and he says I’m the guy bringing this to bear on the world, and there is still poverty and injustice and disease in the world, so what is going on? How is this possible good news to the poor, the repressed, the brokenhearted? What is God’s heart for those without? Is it possible that what God is saying here, is it possible that what he saying is that through Jesus, he’s asking people this question. Will you let me change your heart so you share in my heart for the poor in the world? What’s happening? It means people most responsible for dealing with this stuff and announcing it and calling it good news are the people in this room. 
So it becomes good news when we own it as our news to bring to the world. The world at least in terms of God’s mind is a wonderful place in a state of abandonment. What we get to do is we get to look at the world and say one of two things. Wow, the world is really in bad shape and someone ought to do something about it. Or the worlds in bad shape, what can I do to help? 
Those are your two options essentially. I want you to think about this. What would your post-it note look like if you wrote one about the world? We sing a song every so often. The song is called Everything, and in it is the line, “Christ in me, the hope of Glory.” There is this line, we say Christ, we repeat it over and over again. It is the bridge of the song. “Christ in me, the hope of Glory.” And I use to hear the words, wow that is so great. When I’m sad, or lonely or depressed or down or whatever, I get to have Christ in me, the hope of Glory. That is great news, it really is. But I want you to think about it slightly differently, we are going to sing it in a second. I want you to reconsider the words. Christ in me is the hope of Glory for the world too. The hope of glory acted out in my life and the world. Christ in me is the hope of Glory. 
This is the good news for the world because I’m about the things that God is about. Justice, freedom, about caring about the poor. I’ll give you a couple of examples. The reason why we do this casa de Baja trip, why we go to Mexico and build houses, it’s not because we love camp. We do love camp but part of it, part of our heart for that particular trip is you get a sense of what it’s like to help people who are living in housing situations that are unacceptable. Then you go, you know, people living in plastic, leaned up corrugated metal, tin houses, that’s unacceptable. So we get to say, “Christ in me the hope of Glory.” 
Since 2004 we have built 37 houses, we have built a church. We get to build, we get to build houses for people that have unacceptable living conditions and we get to say “Christ in me the hope of Glory.” 

Next weekend, we are going to put a trash can right here. On the stage. What I want you to do is this. And I want, I really want this to be your project. Don’t ask your parents to do it, I want it to be yours. Okay? Here is what I want you to do. We are going to collect shoes. And I don’t want you to bring like your, I mean they can be used shoes, that’s for sure, but they have to be wearable. The Bible talks often about making fragrant offerings to the Lord and I want to have to slinkiest, fragrant offering ever right here on the stage. 
As part of your worship, part of our response to God, when we are singing, what you’re going to get a chance to do is to come forward and drop off some shoes in the bucket. I want that to be part of you say, “Christ in me the hope of Glory to the community.” If you’ve got extra shoes bring them. Chances are you have extra shoes you don’t use, you haven’t used them in four or five months and you’re like I’m waiting for that really special occasion to wear them. Here’s your special occasion. Wear them to church and drop them off here. I don’t want your parents to go out and buy you a whole fleet of shoes, you just make it your own. 
There is one other thing I want you to do. I want you to begin the conversation about post-it notes. There is too much to cover today, we are going to cover it over a couple of weeks about some things we can do practically. But what I want you to do is begin this conversation. Start talking about this stuff with your family. Search on the web for global poverty statistics. Visit websites like World Vision, or go check out some of what our church is doing through Lighthouse and Global Outreach, go up on the patio and start the dialogue with your family and say, “did you know this stuff’s going on, mom and dad?” 
Because it’s making me uncomfortable and strangely enough, I think that’s what Jesus wants us to be a little bit, uncomfortable with the way things are in the world. Consider what ought to be on your post-it note. Christ in me the Hope of Glory. The band is going to play that song right now and then I’ll come back up and close this.   
