SNAPSHOTS

Week 1: Jesus the Human

A lot of us have met at camp a little bit. But I was thinking about this—if you don’t know me and even if you do know me, you don’t really know that much about me. You don’t know everything there is to know about me, and you might not even know hardly anything about me other than what you kind of learned here at church.

I want you guys to finish this expression for me. A picture is worth a…thousand words. If I were to show you some pictures of my life—even though you don’t know me very well, pretty quickly just by looking at some pictures you could learn more about me because pictures are worth so much. You can look at a picture and learn so much about people by pictures.

So to kind of prove that, I’ve got a few pictures of my family and me, and I’ll talk super briefly about some of them. It’ll give you some pictures of who I am.

Here’s a picture. This guy, I didn’t even know this guy a couple months ago; he came wandering through our church offices with one of my higher-up pastors. The pastor said, “Hey Kurt, this is Charlie Buck. Mr. Buck walked on the moon.” This is an astronaut that walked on the moon and he was wandering through our offices. So I took a picture; that was kind of cool!

Here’s a picture of my son, Cole. He’s a sophomore in high school, a handsome young man—looks just like me. Very handsome.

There is my wife. My wife and I have been married for 21 years. We’re getting ready to go on a fancy date together that night.

There’s a picture of our garage. You can learn a lot about somebody from their garage. Just one picture, but you can learn a lot.

You can see that I don’t like to clean. That’s one thing you can tell right away. You can see that we’re fairy active. We’ve got motorcycles and mountain bikes and footballs and fishing and camping gear and beach towels in the back. You can see that I’m patriotic. In the back corner you can see my flag that I took down after Memorial Day—and I just never got around to officially putting it away.

I think that mattress cover there is covering up the world’s largest pile of laundry.

You can see a little bit about me by looking at my garage.

We’ve also got a picture of a Harley-Davison®. I don’t have one, but I want one so I thought I’d take a picture of it.

There’s my daughter. She’s graduated and now she’s away at college.

There’s a picture of my favorite snack item. Anytime I go on a road trip, I take sunflower seeds.

And there’s a picture of my junky truck!

In that one picture you can learn a lot about me—learn about me just by looking at that picture. I bought that for my son a couple years ago because I wanted us to work on it together. Have a project, restore and paint it. It’s been sitting there in that exact same spot for two years. Dripping oil all over my driveway. We haven’t really touched it. We’ve only taking it driving like once. But it’s cool.

So you learn about me. I have good intentions but not much follow-through. My neighbors probably hate me and my truck. You learn a lot about me just by looking at some pictures.

I want to give you a little exercise, like a 30-second exercise. Pretend you only have four pictures. You can only Instagram® four pictures; you can only take four pictures of your life in order to let people know as much about you as possible. In four pictures. You can only take four pictures of your life and your family. What four pictures would you choose?

Think about that for a second. If you only had four to give people the best picture of you, what would you take pictures of?

Like if I only had four pictures, I’d take a picture of my family. I’d probably take a picture of the church because church and Jesus are so important to me. I might even take a picture of my house because we’ve lived in our same house for 15 years. It’s the only home that my kids have ever really lived in.

What would your four pictures—you only have four. They wouldn’t tell people everything about you. But you could probably in four pictures—especially if you explain each picture for a second—you could probably give people a pretty accurate picture of who you are. Even if they don’t know you.

That’s what we’re going to do for the next four weeks with Jesus. We’re calling this series Snapshots. And we’re taking four pictures of Jesus. We can’t share everything about Jesus in these four pictures. But we sort of picked the four images that—whether you’re a follower of Jesus or not—these four pictures might give you a more clear, accurate, bigger understanding of who Jesus Christ really is.

It’s going to be really fun, a pretty important series. It’s important to understand as much about Jesus as we can, especially if you call yourself a Christian—if you’re a follower of Jesus.

I am a fan of Tim Tebow. I think he’s awesome. But that’s about all I am. I’m just a fan. So if you were to ask me details about Tebow: What’s his middle name? I don’t know. What are his opinions about this or that? I don’t know. I don’t know that much about him. I’m just a fan—from a distance.

If I were to say to you guys, “Today, I am officially a Tebow follower. I’ve given my life to Tebow. I’m a Tebow-lite. I’m going to get together with other people once in a while and we’re going to…yea Tebow!”

If that was the case and then you say, “Tell me a little bit about him.” “I don’t really know. My parents were Tebow-lites. I like the idea of being associated with people, it’s important to believe in something so I believe in Tebow.”

That would be kind of sad, right? It wouldn’t make much sense. A fan from a distance—no big deal. But if I was a follower of Tebow and then didn’t really know much about him—that wouldn’t make much sense.

What I’ve learned over the years—I’ve been a junior high pastor for 25 years, for a long, long time—I’ve seen junior highers become high schoolers, become college people, become adults, get married, and have their own kids. What I’ve learned over the years is that in every category, in every stage of life, there are people who say they are followers of Jesus that are Christians, but they don’t really know that much about him. They don’t really understand what he was about. And when people ask questions: “I don’t really know…my parents believed in Jesus.” They say they are Christians, but they don’t know that much about Jesus.

That’s kind of sad. So this series, these pictures of Jesus, they’re our hope, they’re our effort to try to help you Christians and maybe those of you who are new to church—and you don’t know that much about Jesus—get a better picture of who he was. So we’re going to look at Jesus, the human Jesus, the shepherd Jesus, the rebel, and Jesus the Savior.

So today, why don’t you guys grab your outlines. Today we’re going to look at this idea that Jesus was God and human. Did you know that? Jesus was God and he was human. That’s a super important picture to have of Jesus.

John 1 says this—every time you see the word word, just substitute that for Jesus, because that’s what the Bible’s talking about. “In the beginning the word [Jesus] already existed. The word was with God. The word was God. And the word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. We have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.”
That verse is kind of confusing, but that verse is basically saying that Jesus was in heaven. He was with God. He was God. He became a human, dwelt among us in the person of Jesus Christ. Pretty interesting.

So there are two things we know about Jesus, two really important images of Jesus that help us begin to get a clearer picture. These things are simple.

One was that Jesus was fully God. He was fully, a hundred percent God. Pretty interesting. And because he was God, what the Bible says is he had all of God’s character and all of God’s qualities. He had all of God’s qualities and he had all of God’s qualities. You might want to write those down.

Colossians 2:9 says this about Jesus being God: “For in Christ [in Jesus] lives all the fullness of God in a human body.” All the fullness of God in a human body.

Jesus wasn’t just a good teacher. He wasn’t just a normal person who was like God, who had God-like beliefs and treated people in a nice way the way God would want us to. He wasn’t like a superhuman guy. He was God. He was God in the flesh. And he had all of God’s characteristics and all of God’s qualities. He was all-knowing just like God is all-knowing. He was all-powerful just like God is all-powerful. He was holy just like God is holy. Everything about God, Jesus had. He was completely God. Pretty cool.

It’s really important to understand. A lot of religions will say, “Jesus was a really good person. We should learn some things from him—the way he treated people. And he had good things to say.” That’s all true. But he was also fully, completely, one hundred percent God. He was deity. Jesus was.

And he was fully human. He was fully completely, one hundred percent human. He wasn’t God pretending to be a human being. He wasn’t God disguised as a person. Jesus was fully, one hundred percent human. 

Because of that, he had man’s trials and temptations. He had man’s trials, and he had man’s temptations.

Hebrews says, “So then we have such a great high priest [talking about Jesus] who has entered heaven [Jesus, the Son of God] let us hold firmly to what we believe. This high priest of ours understands our weaknesses [circle “understands”] because he faced all of the same testings that we do, yet he did not sin.”
Wow! Jesus was completely God with all of God’s qualities and characteristics. And he was completely one hundred percent a human being, and he faced our trials and our temptations.

Did you guys know that Jesus had family troubles? He had family trouble when he was growing up.

One instance was when he was about your age; his family was on a trip a long ways from home. When they decided to return home, three days into the return trip home, the parents go, “Where’s Jesus? I thought you had him.” They had left Jesus, like back at the campground or whatever, three days earlier and they had never really noticed that he was missing. They were traveling in a big caravan. They forgot Jesus and left without him.

If you’ve ever felt like, “I just don’t know if I’m that important to my family. I don’t know if my parents ever pay attention to me.” Jesus can relate to that. He got left behind for three days on a family trip.

If you’ve ever had trouble with your siblings, a brother or sister, Jesus can relate to that. Jesus had a half-brother, James. And James was kind of a source of conflict for Jesus. Especially when Jesus got a little bit older and started preaching and doing miracles and claiming to be God. His brother didn’t believe him. His brother was actually one of the people who was sort of sharing doubts and concerns and disbelief about his own brother—kind of undermining Jesus’ message early on. He came around later, but there was some tension there.

Jesus was tempted. The Bible said, “He was temped in every way we are but he never sinned.” He never sinned. He was temped. He might not have been tempted in the exact same way, because the world’s different. He wasn’t tempted to sneak into a rated-R movie. Because there were no rated-R movies. He was tempted to disobey his parents or to be sneaky and do things he shouldn’t do. He was never tempted to go into AM/PM® and steal a Butterfinger®. Right? But he was tempted to steal…whatever—camel’s milk. I don’t know. Whatever it was, whatever all the teenagers wanted to steal back then, he was temped. He was tempted that way.

So he understands when you’re tempted.

He even understands when you give in to sin, even though he never did. He understands because he understands how powerful temptation is.

Here’s the question I’ve been asked off and on. It’s a really good question. Maybe you’ve thought of this; maybe you haven’t. I’ve only been asked a couple times in 25 years by a junior higher this question, but it’s a great question, a really, really good question.

If Jesus was God and he was perfect and holy, God can’t sin and Jesus was totally God, so even if he got tempted, he couldn’t sin so was he really tempted? Like was it really tempting if he couldn’t sin because he was perfect and God?

Like that’s not an equal temptation because we can sin. That’s a great question. Was his temptation really real since he couldn’t sin because he was God?

The answer is yes, it was. Because he was fully human he felt that desire, he felt the wanting to do what he knew he shouldn’t do.

Going back to the Butterfinger example. Some of you might walk into Am/Pm and feel extremely tempted, and you really want to steal the Butterfinger, and you give in to it. Some of you walk into AM/PM and feel extremely tempted and really want to steal a Butterfinger just as badly, but your character and your commitment just won’t let you do it. You want to just as bad. You totally want to. But you never would. You never would because your character won’t let you do that at that moment.

That’s really how it was with Jesus. As a human he really wanted to give in to these temptations. He felt the same pressure. But because he was God, his character just wouldn’t let him do it. He just could never do it because of his character. He had perfect character.

Some of you have perfect character in some situations. Then you struggle with other situations because we’re not God. But Jesus totally understands. That is what’s so amazing, this picture of God as God and human.

The reason why it’s a perfect picture is because of what that means. It means that he can relate and rescue. He can relate and he can rescue. He understands what we’re going through. He can relate to fear, and he can rescue you from fear. He can relate to loneliness, and he can rescue you from loneliness. He can relate to temptation, and he can rescue you from temptation. He can relate to sin because he lived in a sinful world—he never sinned—lived in a sinful world. Because he never sinned and because he rose from the grave, and because he is God, he alone can rescue us from our sin.

We’ll talk a lot more about that when we get to Jesus the Savior and that picture of Jesus.

It’s a wonderful thing. It’s awesome that our faith is based on God becoming human and living life on earth and can understand and relate and rescue us in our journey as well. Big picture of who Jesus is. A big piece of what being a Christian is all about.

Jesus was human, but he was also a shepherd, he was also a rebel. There’s more to Jesus than just this, and we’ll talk about that.

Your thought for the week kind of points us toward that: Jesus was a man, but he wasn’t just a man. He was God, and he is a shepherd. And a rebel and our Savior. He was a man, but he wasn’t just a man.

We hope that you guys will come back every week as we look at another picture of Jesus. Let me pray, then Katie’s got a last-minute announcement for us.


God, thanks so much for today. And God, thanks for a good week back at school. Thanks for the awesome summer that we had. Father, I pray that you would be with us this week as we do the things that we do. And God, as we do that we be mindful for your love for us. God, you desire to rescue us from our circumstances and our fears and our loneliness and all the stuff that we struggle with that you struggled with too. God, you can relate to that and you want to rescue us. Thank you. In your name we pray. Amen.



