HOW NOT TO GET CAUGHT

Week 1 - When Temptation Wins

WHAT HAPPENS TO OUR LIVES WHEN TEMPTATION WINS?

1. It robs us of our CONFIDENCE.
2. It leads to BIGGER PROBLEMS.

3. It brings death to RELATIONSHIPS. 

4. It makes us feel like HYPOCRITES.

5. It leads to a HARD HEART. 

6. It deflates our power to SHARE CHRIST.
HOW TO HELP TEMPTATION LOSE

1. You and I can stop BLAMING GOD.

“When people are tempted, they should not say, ‘God is tempting me’.  Evil cannot tempt God, and God himself does not tempt anyone. But people are tempted when their own evil desire leads them away and traps them. This desire leads to sin, and then the sin grows and brings death” (James 1:13-15).
2. Believe you have the power to SAY NO.

“But remember this – the wrong desires that come into your life aren’t anything new and different. Many others have faced exactly the same problems before you. And no temptation is irresistible. You can trust God to keep the temptation from becoming so strong that you can’t stand up against it, for He has promised this and will do what He says. He will show you how to escape temptation’s power so that you can bear up patiently against it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

3. Acknowledge that temptation produces CHARACTER
“Dear Brothers, is your life full of difficulties and temptations? Then be happy, for when the way is rough, your patience has a chance to grow. So let it grow, and don’t try to squirm out of your problems. For when your patience is finally in full bloom, then you will be ready for anything, strong in character, full and complete” (James 1:2-4).
4. Be thankful for your SPIRITUAL GROWTH.

“At first I didn’t think of it as a gift, and begged God to remove it. Three times I did that, and then He told me, ‘My grace is enough; it’s all you need. My strength comes into its own in your weakness.’ Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen. I quit focusing on the handicap and began appreciating the gift. It was a case of Christ’s strength moving in on my weakness. Now I take limitations in stride, and with good cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size – abuse, accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take over! And so the weaker I get, the stronger I become” (2 Corinthians 12:8-10).
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