OLD SCHOOL GOOD GUYS
Week 1 - David
“Old School Good Guys: Heroes to Model Your Life After.”  We’re going to look at some of the people in the Bible.  Every time I read the Bible, I think why did God want us to know about that person?  Why was that event captured in the Bible, and what meaning does it have for us today?  The Bible’s not just a history book.  The Bible is the way God communicates to His people today.  I know that everybody has heroes and looks up to people.

I have an eleven-year-old daughter, and she had some friends over yesterday, and they were watching TV, the Disney channel and these bands, and I could just tell by the way they watch them that they almost elevate them and lift them up to hero status.  I don’t know any of their names –the Geek Street boys or whatever they are.  Everybody wants a hero.  

When I was growing up, I was no different.  I wanted a hero.  He played for the Cincinnati Reds, Joe Morgan, 2nd baseman.  When he batted, I thought it was so cool; he would slap his arm.  He was the only guy that would do it.  Now you see him, he’s a commentator for ESPN.  When I was a kid playing baseball, I would slap my arms.  Nobody slapped their arm except me and Joe Morgan because I wanted to be like Joe.  Then as I grew up in the 70’s, I wanted to be like John Travolta.  Saturday Night Fever.  I was into disco.  I had my tight pants, matching my vests and my silk shirts with big collars.  It was kind of a cross between John Travolta and Greg Brady.  I thought it was so cool the way that he danced.  

We all want to be like somebody, or we want to have a hero.  I want to challenge you this summer as I want to take a look at some of God's heroes.  They were put in the Bible for us to learn from and say, “Why?  Why are they heroic?”   

Let me introduce you to a person named David.  If you’ve grown up in the church and you know about David, don’t blow me off right now and say, “I’ve heard this.”  Anytime God's word is taught or you read God's word, God can use that to go after your heart unless your heart is very hard and you like to tune out things that might impact or affect your life.  I encourage you to have open eyes and open minds.  

Today we’re going to talk about David.  David versus Goliath.  It makes for great drama.  Almost anytime- political, sports, whatever – everybody refers to a David versus Goliath theme.  It’s a great one.  Little guy conquers big guy.  Freshman takes senior’s girlfriend away.  Something like that.  It makes for great drama when some little guy takes on a big guy.

We don’t have time to read the entire story.  You can read it in 1 Samuel if you like.  I’ve taken some of the passages.  I want to try to make it real easy.

We’ve got a battle going on.  On one side of the stage is where the Philistines are.  On the other side of the stage is where the Israelites are.  There are three major characters in this event.  First, in the Philistines, there’s a character named Goliath.  He was a giant.  He was out of the Philistine army.  In the Israelites, you have the king of Israel, King Saul.  Then you have David, who wasn’t even in the army.  He was a boy taking care of sheep, and he happened to come searching for his brothers, drop a message off or something like that.  Now he’s in with the army, but he’s not part of the army.  

The preface to the event:  “The Philistines now mustered their army for battle.  Saul gathered his troops.  So the Philistines and Israelites faced each other on opposite hills with a valley between them.  Then Goliath, a Philistine champion, came out of the Philistine ranks to face the forces of Israel.  He was a giant of a man, measuring over nine feet tall.  He wore a bronze helmet and a coat of mail that weighed 125 pounds.  [I don’t know what a coat of mail is, but I can guarantee it’s not a coat with a bunch of letters on it.  It’s heavy.]  He also wore bronze leggings; he slung a bronze javelin over his back.  His spear was as heavy and thick as a weaver’s beam, tipped with an iron spearhead that weighed fifteen pounds.  [Just the tip of the spear weighed like a heavy bowling ball.]  An armor bearer walked in front of him, carrying a huge shield.  Goliath stood, and he shouted across to the Israelites.  [So you’ve got Goliath facing off against the Israelites and he shouted...]  ‘Do we need a whole army to settle this?  Choose someone to fight for you, and I will represent the Philistines.  We’ll settle this dispute in single combat.  If your man is able to kill me, then we will be your slaves.  But if I kill him, then you will be our slaves.  I defy the armies of Israel.  Send me a man who will fight with me.’  Now when Saul and the Israelites heard this, they were terrified and deeply shaken.  As soon as the Israelite army saw him, they began to run in fright.”  

Imagine this dude steps out, and he’s a giant.  He’s a big ol’ guy, and the Israelites are just not.  They’re looking up at this guy, and they’re scared.  They see all the armor.  They’ve maybe heard stories about him.  And they’re scared.  King Saul says to his Israelite army, “Any one of you want to go after him, I'll reward you.  You can live in the palace.  You can marry my daughter.  There will be a great reward.”  But no one really wanted to sacrifice their life and really sacrifice Israel because they were fearing they would lose.  

Now David’s there.  David just happens to be there at the time, and David asks about him.  The Bible says David’s a boy.  He says, “I'll go fight the Philistine.”  He’s probably prepubescent.  “King Saul says, ‘Don’t be ridiculous.  [How many times have you guys heard that?]  There is no way that you can go against this Philistine.  You are only a boy, and he’s been in the army since he was a boy.’”  

What I want to do is take a few minutes and unpack this story, this event that took place.  It’s more than a story.  It’s an event that took place.  Most of you know the outcome.  You know that the little boy David wipes out Goliath and then cuts off his head and claims victory for the Lord.  That’s one of my favorite stories to read to my little children before I put them to bed so they have nightmares.  (Just kidding.)  But you know he wins.

But before we unpack it, I would like for everybody in here to make this very personal to you so it’s not just, “Doug told a Bible story.”  I want you to think of the giants in your life.  Who is that giant you’re afraid of?  Or what is that giant?  It might be a “who,” a person.  It might be a group of people.  

Maybe, for some of you in here, it may be your family.  A few weeks ago, I talked about a commitment to family, and I painted a picture of what a healthy family looks like, and some of you came up to me.  This was sad.  You said, “Can my parents hear this message?”  What you were saying by asking that is, “What you talked about I want.  I want that in a good family, but my parents, it’s just not coming together.”  Maybe the giant in your life is a family that’s whacked out.  

Maybe the giant in your life is a group of friends.  You’ve been great friends during the school year.  Now that it’s summer, you’re separating yourself from them.  You knew all year long they just drug you down.  They took you the world’s way, and now you want to go God's way, and in a couple months when you go back to school, that’s going to be a giant.  That’s going to be a giant that you’re afraid of.  

Maybe it’s not a who.  Maybe it’s not a group of people.  Maybe your giant is an issue in your life.  I know some people in here who have some health problems that are bad.  These health problems continually weigh them down and drain them, and maybe that’s the giant.  You think, “I can never conquer this.  I’ve been feeling this way for so long.”  Maybe it’s an issue like that.

Maybe it’s your future.  You’re scared of your future and what’s going to happen.  You don’t want to turn out to be like your parents, so that’s your giant.  

For some of you, your giant is fear in general.  You’re afraid of all kinds of things.  

I have a feeling that, for a lot of us in here, your giant is our past, some things we’ve done in the past that we’re not proud of.  We’ve aborted or paid for an abortion or gotten drugged out.  You’ve made some bad choices, and you can’t shake those memories, and you think they’re going to haunt you for the rest of your life so they have become your giant.  

I don’t know what your giant is, but I do know that everybody in here has one.  What I want to ask you to do is define it.  You don’t need to write it down for fear that somebody might look at it.  But what is your giant?  What is that thing that just seems unbeatable in your life, that you never feel like you’re going to be able to have enough courage to slay that giant or destroy that giant?  What is it?  Think about that.  

What I want to do is transition into some action steps.  These six action steps I’m going to give you, I guarantee you, when you walk out of here in a few minutes, you’re not going to go, “I am now all courageous to battle the giant.”  But it will give you some things to think about, to pray about, to meditate on (which means to think about a lot).  The giants that you’re facing can be conquered if God is on your side.  Some courage that I’m going to talk about really is the byproduct of some deep convictions that you might have and some actions that you take for your life.  I’ve listed six things, six action steps.

1.  Stay faithful with the small things.

If you want to develop courage in your life, you’ve got to stay faithful with the small things.  David, who had the courage over all the Israelite army to step up and say , “Dude, I'll do it!  I'll go after him.”  Where did that courage come from?  It started with staying faithful in small things.

The Bible says David was a shepherd.  Talk about a loser job – watching sheep.  Sheep are very dumb.  Yet day after day, he went to his job.  Sheep follow each other, and they’re dumb.  They have knees, and they never bend them.  They’re like Velcro animals that just kind of go together.  It’s not a difficult job to watch some sheep.  Yet David was faithful in that task, that job.

Some of you say, “I’m just a student.”  If you’re new here to Saddleback, I think when a teenager lets Jesus Christ invade their life and they turn their back to the world’s way and make a commitment to follow God's way, I think there’s nothing that can stop them from changing the world, to do incredible things.  I talk about that all the time, and people say, “I’m just a student.  I’m just a freshman.”  I want to encourage you.  If you stay faithful in the small things, then God will honor that and reward that.  The small things.

Some of you in here hear testimonies of these people who have lived radical lives, and they did this and that, they slept with this person and did that.  Then they come up and say, “God's in control of my life.”  Now, that is a neat testimony, that God has turned a life around.  But some of you have been faithful your whole life, living God's way.  You say, “I don’t have much of a testimony.  I’ve been a pretty good kid.”         

That’s a great testimony.  That’s the kind of testimony you want to pass on to your children.  Very few people have that kind of testimony.  You stay faithful.

You say, “Does showing up to church really make a difference?”  It’s just those faithful small steps.  “What about praying?  I don’t pray for very long.  Sometimes I go to bed and pray and wake up in the morning and think, ‘Did I sign off?  I’m not sure I ever said Amen.  I think I fell asleep.’”  Faithful with those small things.  

Reading the Bible:  “It’s confusing.  I don’t understand it.”  Try a minute a day.  Be faithful with those small things.  The principle of life says when you’re faithful with the small things, you will be rewarded.  

For the last seven years, I’ve worked at Taco Bell- not as a job.  I just go there in the morning, sit in one of their booths.  I can afford their food, they refill my drink, and there’s nobody there.  It’s where I study.  It’s where most of the messages you hear on the weekend, I put them together.  It’s the place I go to be by myself.  It’s not the office.  There’s no phone ringing.  People aren’t interrupting me.  For seven years, going to Taco Bell, I’ve seen a lot of employees come and go.  A lot of people come in, get their minimum wage job, do it or don’t do a very good job, and they get fired, and they go after something else.  But I’ve seen a few people in the seven years that have been faithful with small things.  When nobody’s looking, they’re wiping down tables.  They’re greeting customers.  Not to impress other people.  They’re just being faithful at small things.  I’ve watched them be rewarded.   

Even in the world, faithfulness is rewarded.  So much greater it is in the spiritual world when God sees a faithful heart in the small things.  You’ll be rewarded.  And you develop courage through being faithful in the small things.    

You’re looking at your giant – whatever it is you defined – and you’re thinking, “I'll never be able...” and you turn your back and forget about it.  What I’m suggesting to you is just be faithful in the small things.  Be faithful in the small things about your spiritual life, about going to church, about having a conversation with a friend who doesn’t know the Lord, about bringing somebody to church, about trying to pray, reading your Bible.  All those small things that make up somebody’s life, just be faithful with them.  You develop courage that way.

2.  Keep your eyes on the big picture.

Here’s the big picture – God wins!  It’s great.  I’ve been reading the Bible since I was in ninth grade.  Hundreds of times, I’ve read from cover to cover.  As a matter of fact, we’re moving right now, and yesterday, I picked up a box of when I was in graduate school; it had flash cards in it.  I saved the flash cards because they were in Hebrew and Greek.  The Old Testament (before Jesus) was written in Hebrew and the New Testament (from Jesus on) is written in Greek.  I studied the original language of the Bible.  No matter what language I read it in, God wins.  I’ve read to the end of the book, and God wins.  

I’m so confident in that, it’s why I can teach the way I teach.  It’s to say, “If you want to blow off God and live the world’s way, go ahead.  I’ve read to the end of the book.  I know that He wins.”  So my encouragement to you is I’d be on His team.  You develop courage when you keep your eyes on the big picture that God wins.

I love this attitude that David has.  David says this in 1 Samuel 17, “Who is this pagan Philistine anyway that he’s allowed to defy the armies of the living God ? [Just imagine David, a little boy, screaming at Goliath.]  You come to me with a sword, spear, and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  Today, the Lord will conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head, and then I will give the dead bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, and the whole world will  know that there is a God in Israel, and everyone will know that the Lord does not need weapons to rescue His people.  It is His battle, not ours.  The Lord will give you to us.”
That’s confidence.  That’s the big picture of saying, “Dude!  This isn’t my battle.  It’s not  a battle of David versus Goliath.  It’s a battle of Goliath versus God.  It’s pagans who have no God versus Israelites who have God.”  That’s an attitude.

I’m looking at my friend Ryan at this front table here.  He’s just finished his sophomore year.  Ryan has this kind of attitude.  I appreciate that about you, Ryan.  He knows the big picture.  He’s got some dreams that he wants to do with some stuff in praise and worship and building this ministry, and there are some hurdles along the way.  But the attitude is this.  God wins.  I might be slowed down a little bit right now, but God's going to win.  

Do you want to develop courage and confidence?  You stay faithful in the small things and keep your eyes on the big picture.

3.  You gather courage from past victories.

How does this relate to David?  He wasn’t in the army.  How did he have past victories?  It says “David persisted, ‘I have been taking care of my father’s sheep.  When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, I go after it with a club, and I take the lamb from its mouth.  If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death.  I’ve done this to both lions and bears, and I will do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he’s defied the armies of the living God.  The Lord who saved me from the claws of the lion and the bear will save me from this Philistine.’”  

You know what David’s saying?  “Goliath is nothing.  I’ve had a bear; I’ve had a lion.  I wiped them both out.”  He’s looking at his past victories, and it’s giving him courage to take on the giant.  

How does this apply to you?  Last night, I said “Raise your hand if you feel like God has done something in your life before.”  Almost everybody raised their hand.  I said, “That’s a past victory.”  

But here’s what we tend to do with past victories.  God intervenes and does something in our lives, and what do we do?  We kind of keep cruising through life.  We never stop and remember what He did.  What I’m suggesting to you is get a journal.  We have some free out there if you want them – a little journal.  Write down some things that God has done in your life.  You fill that up and you see, God's been involved in my life.  That’s called victory, and you gain courage from that, that you haven’t been alone.  If you’ve stepped across the line from living the world’s way and said, “I’m going to turn my back on the world’s way.  God, I want a relationship with You.”  Once you develop that relationship, God's with you, and He’s giving you victories along the way.  Write them down; think about them.  Pause.  Because when you see what God has done in the past, you’ll get courage for the future.  

Yesterday we moved.  We moved from Santa Margarita right up here to Portola Hills.  It wasn’t a big move – 7 miles, something like that.  There’s a problem, though.  We haven’t sold our house yet.  The way most humans do it is they sell a house, then they buy a house.  Fields buys a house, then tries to sell his house.  Right now, we own two houses.  You don’t have to know a lot about finances, but let me give you a word – bad!  Two house payments – bad.  But instead of whining and complaining about it, you know what I realized?  

I go back through fifteen years of being married.  The first house that we bought, we sold it, made a lot of money, and bought another one.  Almost doubled our money.  I look back, and I think, “God has taken care of us.  God has been so good and faithful.”  We didn’t buy a new house to have a fancier house.  It’s not a fancier house.  I think it’s a less fancy house.  We lived behind a gated community in Santa Margarita.  We’re leaving that.  But this is two miles from the church.  It’s got a great backyard.  It’s a perfect youth pastor’s house that we’re moving into.  It’s at the end of a cul de sac, lots of parking.  Awesome.  So our motive was not to move up the social scale.  It was to have a better ministry house.  

We may be making two house payments now, but my past victory is this, God has proven Himself to be faithful in my life.  And He’ll continue to be faithful.  When you know that, it gives you the courage to go forth and tackle the giants.  (Some people say, “Doug, are you losing weight?”  Yes, I’m not eating until we sell the house!)  

Gather courage from past victories, and number four is a big one.  Freshmen, if you could get this and tattoo this onto your forehead and live this way for the next four years, you will be a star!

4.  Be who God made you to be.  

Here’s what we like to do as students.  “I wish I could sing like her... I wish I had the biceps he has...  I wish I could act like him... I wish I could pole vault like her...”  

We’re always wanting pieces of other people.  When you do that with your life, you look like a mess.  I’ve got to believe that when we do this, it totally breaks the heart of God.  Why?  God created each of us to be a unique and original masterpiece.  The tragedy of life, especially during teenage years, is God created you to be an original masterpiece.  There’s nobody like you, nobody in the entire world.  Six billion people, and there’s nobody like you.  Yet we want to be a carbon copy of everybody else.  “I want to look like her... I want to dress like her... I want to drive that kind of car....”  We want to be like other people, and God's going, “Time out!  I created you to be an original masterpiece.”  

When you can be who God created you to be, it gives you confidence of this is who I am.  I don’t have to be insecure and try to be a little bit like him and a little bit like her;   I can just be who God created me to be.  When you live like that, your confidence level goes up.  This is who God wanted me to be.  I’m going to go for it.  

How does that relate to the life of David?  King Saul said, “Okay, David.  You want to fight the Philistine.  But I’m the king of Israel.  Wear my armor.”  So now the king of Israel is taking off all his armor and giving it to David.  “Saul finally consented.  ‘All right.  Go ahead, and may the Lord be with you.  Then Saul gave David his own armor, a bronze helmet and a coat of mail.  David put it on, strapped the sword over it, took a step or two to see what it was like for he had never worn such things.  [Then he says this.  Key words.]  ‘I can’t go in these,’ he protested.  ‘I’m not used to them.’”  The king of Israel is saying “Go fight my battle, and I’ll give you my wardrobe.  And David says, “You know what, king?  It’s not me.  It may be you, but it’s not me. 

When you know who you are and you know that God created you to be just like He created you to be, it gives you confidence, and it gives you confidence to face those giants.  

I’m not saying don’t learn from other people.  We’ve got to be learning from other people all the time.  Just don’t focus your whole life on being like somebody else.  God created you to be you, an original masterpiece.  Don’t be a carbon copy.

Stay faithful to small things, keep your eye on the big picture, gather courage from past victories, be who God made you to be, and

[And by the way, when you get to heaven (if you have a relationship with God and you get to heaven), God is never going to say, “Why weren’t you more like...  Doug?  Why weren’t you more like... Katy?  ... Matt?”  God's going to say, “Why weren’t you more like you?”  He’s not going to say, “Why weren’t you more like your dad?”  He’s going to say, “Why weren’t you more like you who I created you to be?”]  

5.   Step into the battle with confidence.

This is the “just do it” part.  “David picked up five smooth stones from the stream and put them in his shepherd’s bag.  Then, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and sling, he started across to fight Goliath.”  At some point, you’ve got to face that giant.  You can’t escape it.  You can’t run away.  You can’t say, “My past... If I don’t think about it, it will go away.  If I don’t deal with my family, the problems will go away.”  No, they won’t.  That giant is going to be there tomorrow if you don’t deal with it.  David put the stones in his bag.  You know what you’ve got to put in your bag.  Those four points: stay faithful; keep your eyes on the big picture; gather past victories; and be who God made you to be.  Put them in the bag, then go there.

Some people say, “David went in without having any armor at all?”  No, he had armor.  He had soul armor.  He knew that his soul was covered by God, and he went into the battle.  David knew it wasn’t between David and Goliath.  It was between Goliath and God.  And David had God on his side.  And Goliath is a dwarf in comparison to God.  

6.   Take time to celebrate God's work in your life.  

When you tackle that giant.  You know what David did.  He put the rock in, he did the sling, slung it up there, hits him right between the eyes, he falls down, he goes over and cuts off his head.  Then he grabs his head and holds it up.  The Bible says, ”The Israelites gave a great shout of triumph.” That God is bigger than the giant.  I don’t know what giant you defined earlier in the message, whether it’s the giant of your family, the giant of fear, the giant of your past, the giant of some other issues, God is bigger than that giant.  Instead of cruising through life going, “Yeah, that was a God-thing,” stop and celebrate that.  Give him some praise, the praise that he is due.  

Again, just because you heard a thirty-minute message doesn’t mean you’re going to walk out the doors going, “I am the king (or queen) of courage.”  But that giant is not going to go away.  God wants to equip you to fight in that battle.  I encourage you to take a look at these notes.  Look at these verses in the Bible.  Mark them, read around the other verses, and do something with this paper this week. 

One last thought:  Everyone needs help in life.  You can either go through it on your own, or you can partner with God, who will help you face the giants in  life.  It’s my prayer that you’ll do that. 

Prayer:


God, thanks for today.  Thanks for the people that are here.  We all have some serious giants that we’re facing.  God, I pray that You would give us the courage, the courage that we saw in David, a boy who had a heart for You, who knew that You were on His team and that He could do all things through You.  God, may we walk out of here with more courage to face the giants in our life.  And whether we pay attention to this or we write down notes or not, we stop and thank You for your love, that You love us not because of what we look like or because of how much money we have or because of our GPA, but You love us because You created us and You want a relationship with us, and for that we’re thankful.  We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen.
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