MAGNETIC

Week 1 – That Mysterious Magnetism

My mom just got a brand new Jacuzzi in her back yard. It’s really cool. It’s all built out. They had this horrible — basically it was like a rabbit breeding ground in the back yard for like five or six years. Finally they were like, we’re going to do something here. They put this really cool Jacuzzi in. 
I don’t know much about Jacuzzis. I don’t have one. But mom puts one in. They put two powerful pumps in the Jacuzzi. Not the jets. But whatever works in the filter system to move the water around. They put two too many pumps in there. The water can move pretty quick.

Here’s what happened. When they turned the pumps on the Jacuzzi starts to form like a whirlpool in the middle. Not like the water is kind of spinning. It’s unbelievably cool. It’s like this water tornado happening in their back yard every time we go there. It’s cool!

My son is three and a half. His name is Dillon. He starts putting little pool toys in there and stuff. He puts them on the edge and watches them and they slowly get sucked into this whirlpool. He’s kind of excited. It’s going around and around watching the things go down. He’s throwing sticks in there — my mom doesn’t appreciate sticks in the Jacuzzi but it’s really cool, right? 
Then he says, “Daddy! Can we put Molly (his little one and a half year old sister) in there?” And I’m like “Dillon! Yeah! Let’s do it.” I get one of those pool raft things for little kids. They kind of straddle them. I think there is a frog or a turtle or something. She sits in this little thing and she starts to slowly go around. She’s looking up a little curious. Like what’s going on. She’s looking at us like, Are you guys serious? This is OK? Really. She starts to laugh a little bit. Pretty soon she’s in the middle of this vortex. The progression of her face is like curiosity, concern, a little bit of laughter, fear, sadness, anger, bitterness, then it’s like nausea — all the different things. You can watch her go around this thing and it’s unbelievably cool.

My son says to me, “Dad, it’s kind of like a magnet.” I didn’t know how to explain how magnets work mainly because I didn’t know how magnets work. But I just know it’s not exactly the way a magnet works. But it’s kind of like a magnet. It pulls things in. It’s sort of drawing things in that are kind of close to it. It’s kind of like a magnet. 
He kept saying it over and over again. It’s kind of like a magnet.

Over the next couple weeks what I want to do is talk about something that’s kind of like a magnet. The church word for the magnetism that God has for people and people have about God is “evangelism,” which if you translate it back to its roots, basically it just means good news-ism. There’s some kind of idea or excitement about something that is good news that people are sharing with each other. That’s kind of magnetic.

There are a few things that everybody in the world tends to feel that is kind of pulling them towards something that is beyond themselves. I want you to look at these things and think about how everyone in the world in some way is feeling a tiny little magnetic pull that’s kind of like a magnet. Take a look at some of these things that are on your outline.

The first one is this. Justice. Fixing broken things. There is a notion that we have that certain things are not right. They’re not the way they should be.

When I was 10 years old they used to have the Orange County Fair but it was in Irvine. It was called the Harvest Festival. Before they had most of Westpark built. All the way from Alton all the way up to Irvine Center Drive. Just big tomato fields and strawberry fields and stuff. So they had this festival out there. I remember with my dad I went to one of those booths where you could win a stuffed animal. I was 10. I was sure I could do it. I walk up to this thing. It’s a dart gun game. My mom never let me shoot a gun but I was with my dad so he was like “Sure, why not?” So I go up to this game. I have the technique like you see on cartoons. I don’t know how to shoot a gun but I’m acting like I do. I nailed the target! You get two shots. If you hit it twice you get a huge animal. Sure enough second time I got the target. 
I was excited! My dad says, “Which one of the animals do you want?” I go, “That one right there.” The guy goes, “Sorry! Your gun was over the line.” My dad’s like, “Gun was over the line.” He said, “Yeah, your son was leaning over the line and shot the target. Leaning over it.” My dad looks at him like, “You’ve got to be kidding me!” I’m looking at him like, I really won it! The guy said, “Sorry! He was over the line!”

That’s not right! That’s just ridiculous. What are the odds of me hitting that thing again? So small. 
We know from a very young age that certain things are supposed to be the way that they are. Or when they’re broken we recognize it. We know that sixth-graders aren’t supposed to pick on kindergartners. Seniors maybe are supposed to pick on freshmen. But it’s not supposed to happen that a sixth-grader is supposed to pick on a kindergartner. That’s not the way it’s supposed to work. 
And we know that grandmas aren’t supposed to be mugged. Like if there’s some criminal out here that’s going to take a purse, he should at least look for someone who’s at least got a fighting chance of defending themselves. Not some poor grandma. 
We know that grandmas aren’t supposed to be mugged, kindergartners aren’t supposed to be picked on. And I was supposed to win the stupid penguin for shooting that thing. Right? We know that those things are supposed to happen. Where does that come from?

There is some kind of magnetism towards something that is beyond us that’s pulling us to something. We know that those things even though they’re supposed to happen, they don’t. We know that grandmas do get mugged. We know that little kids get ripped off at fairs. And we know that probably some kindergartner when he becomes a sixth-grader will probably be a bully himself. There is something sort of semi-broken that is in need of repair in the world. And everybody knows it.

You don’t have to tell people that the world is broken. They already feel it, and they know there is a way things are supposed to be and that’s a pull. 
The Bible says in Ecclesiastes, “God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted eternity in the human heart. But even so people cannot see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end.” In other words there is something stirring in us, whether or not we have a relationship with God that is somehow working in our hearts, that might be drawing us to something beyond ourselves. Something that looks different. Something that is different. Something that in some way might be beyond us. 
So the first way we know there’s a pull in people’s lives is by justice.

The second thing we know is this. The second slight pull we might feel in our lives is this notion of spirituality. There is some kind of inner search in us for things that are beyond ourselves. 
How many of you have ever heard anybody say, “I’m really a spiritual person”? A lot of times celebrities will say that. Ever heard anybody say this? I never know what to do when someone says that to me. Especially when they find out what I do. Which is always weird when people find out I’m a pastor. They don’t know what to say to me. Like, “I used to swear but I don’t anymore. That’s cool.” They don’t know what to say to me at all. 
But someone who says they’re spiritual, I don’t know what to do with that. In my mind the first thing I think is, “You’re weird, dude. I don’t know what that means.” I don’t know what they’re talking about. I don’t know whether they’re saying I’m weird. I’m just thinking about things that are different than me. I’m trying to explore a lot of things I can’t explain and I just call it spirituality. I don’t know what they mean.

But there is something in people that’s drawing them to something beyond ourselves. Even non “spiritual” people are spiritual people. 
The Bible is pretty clear about this. But it’s also kind of evident in these kind of things. 
There’s a huge spiritual event that started this weekend. College football. And the NFL. These are incredibly spiritual things for people. Even baseball, it’s the same kind of thing. You watch people who are like super fans — there literally is like a craziness that comes over them. They talk about and think about football in such a way that it occupies their minds for all their week. They talk about it with their friends. I have friends, if their college football team loses, the family will separate itself from the dad in the house because they can’t be around him. His whole life is ruined for a couple days because his team loses. 
There is a sense that people have of being drawn to something that is bigger than them about which they have no control. There is a spiritual, sort of bubbling up inside of us for something beyond ourselves. We know that no matter how many times you watch the Red Sox almost get to the World Series or whatever it might be or how many times your football team wins the national championship, there is always going to be something missing. Even for those people who say, I’m really kind of a spiritual person. Whatever that is. They’re still searching for something that is not totally working out in their lives. There is something else kind of giving us a picture about the way things ought to be but isn’t quite there. But drawing us in, kind of like a magnet.

The next thing is this: relationships. Feeling the pull of relationships.

Have you ever heard in like a movie or maybe some have had this said to you, but it’s like the cheesiest thing in the world that someone goes “We’re made for each other.” Have you guys ever heard this phrase? In a movie you’ve seen it. I’m assuming all of you have heard this phrase or you’re familiar with it or you can imagine it being said. 
Let me ask you guys. Why is that cheesy? It is cheesy. Why is it cheesy? Real quick. Throw some stuff out.

Everyone says it. It’s stupid. 
It’s cheesy because not only do people say it a lot but it’s probably not totally true. Some of you are going, “Wait a second. My boyfriend said that to me last night. And we are made for each other.”
Here’s the deal. If relationships were that easy, many of you in this room like me would not come from divorced families. We would not have that scenario. Those things would not be the reality. If it was just that we were made for each other, then somehow everything else sort of magically unfolds in our lives. And something else would have to be true. The reality is relationships tend to take work. No matter how made-for-each-other people are, we know that people break up; we know that things don’t go the way they’re supposed to go. Something is out of whack with relationships. 

But we also have an idea that we should be together. That there is something about us that actually does draw us together. That’s the way it’s supposed to be. 
We know this when we talk about sex. There’s a sense about us that sex is supposed to be something that it’s not. But it’s kind of confusing us. Especially in high school, which is why in October we’re going to do a five-, six-week series on sex. I encourage you guys come check it out. 
So justice, spirituality, relationships, and beauty. 
I’m at the park on Saturday with my son and my daughter. They’re playing in the sand. My son is doing what all little kids do in making mud pies. He’s trying to make his pie out of a happy face mold, the kind that you flip it over. He’s got a happy face one and he’s got a star one. He’s trying to turn it over in such a way that he can capture the shape in a perfect way, right? He doesn’t know that you have to have a certain amount of water and sand ratio to work out perfectly. Sometimes there’s too much sand in there. Sometimes there’s too much water in there. He’s trying to flip it over. You can kind of tell that it’s supposed to be a star. And you kind of tell that it’s supposed to be a happy face. But it’s not totally a perfect picture. 
The same thing is true with beauty. When we look at a sunset, we have a little laughter. We experience some measure of peace in our lives. We have sense of I’m getting a sense of what it’s supposed to be like. This is beautiful.

But we also know in the background of our mind that there are people in the world who are experiencing terrorism or fear or abuse. All of a sudden our sense of beauty is just a broken picture. It’s not a complete picture. But we know how it’s supposed to be. 
The same thing beauty kind of draws us. It’s kind of painting a picture, pulling us into something else. Something is at work in our lives hat we can’t totally explain but it is magnetically pulling us to something else.

Justice, spirituality, relationships, and beauty. When we talk about magnetism, when we talk about God being a magnetic person, that he is in fact some way subtly pulling people towards him, we have to talk about the magnetism of the person of Jesus. We have to talk about what that looks like.

Mark 2: “Then Jesus went out to the lake shore again and taught the crowd that were coming to him. As he walked along he saw Levi, son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax-collectors booth. ‘Follow me and be my disciple,’ Jesus said to him. So Levi got up and followed him. Later Levi invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests along with many other tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. There were many people of this kind among Jesus’ followers. But when the teachers of religious law who were Pharisees saw him eating with tax collectors and other sinners, they asked his disciples, ‘Why does he eat with such scum?’ When Jesus heard this he told them, ‘Healthy people don’t need a doctor. Sick people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous but those who know they are sinners.’”
What you’ve got to know is a couple things here. First of all Jesus is calling, he goes up to this guy named Levi. Any of you guys who grew up in church know who Levi is? Matthew. So the guy who wrote a book in the Bible named Matthew. He was a guy who was a tax collector. 
Understand what a tax collector is, why it’s a big deal. A tax collector — let’s suppose I’m the Roman government. I take over all you people who are Jews who live in the land the Jews live in. I now recruit a few of you guys and I say, “How many of you guys want to make a lot of money? Here’s how it’s going to work. I want you guys to go around and collect taxes from everybody else in this room that we’ve just militarily defeated. We’re overpowering them. We’re the evil empire. What I want you to do is go around and take money from them for me. Take as much else as you want for yourself. You can get rich off of your own people from us. Doesn’t that sound good?” 
So how would you guys feel toward that person making you poor while they got rich? Not good. You’d hate them. 
Jesus walks up to a guy who is essentially a government sponsored rip-off artist. This is a guy who is sponsored by the government, the evil empire that is taking them over. He says, “Levi — Matthew — why don’t you come hang out with me? Be my disciple. Learn about me.” 
Jesus, we know from Scripture, is a well-known teacher, a rabbi. It would be pretty crazy for a teacher to take someone like a tax collector as a disciple, a follower, an apprentice. Yet he walks right up to him and he says, “Come follow me.” And Matthew leaves his booth, his little tax collecting booth and goes. 
Jesus does something kind of crazy. Get the picture from this story. Jesus starts creating polarity. How many of you guys know what polarity is? Attract or repel. A positive or negative side to a magnet. Like the earth has a North Pole and a South Pole. That’s polarity. 
Depending on the forces that are around a magnet, some things are repelled and some things are attracted. Some things run away and some things gravitate towards it. 
Jesus has got a magnetic attraction. Mark 2:14. “As he walked along he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax collector’s booth. ‘ Follow me and be my disciple.’” Jesus is incredibly magnetic. People who are with him are attracted to him. He’s already been teaching to crowds and Jesus says to this guy, “Come and follow me and be my disciple.” 
What happens when something metallic is around a magnet for a long period of time? It becomes magnetized. The properties that exist in the magnet, the force of its attraction is passed to the now magnetized object — the piece of iron or metal or whatever it might be. 
Check out what Levi does. Verse 15: “Levi invited Jesus and his disciples to come as his diner guests along with many tax collectors, and other people who were on the outskirts of society, and other disreputable sinners.” Another translation says “Other notorious sinners.” 
So it’s not like these are people like, “I remember the time in third grade when that guy stole a pencil in Mrs. So and So’s class.” It’s like, “We all know what he did. You’re all scumbags and we all know it.” It says in the Scripture that there were many people of this kind among Jesus’ followers. It’s scandalizing Jesus, making him look a little goofy, making him look a little suspect. But Levi — Matthew — is magnetized. In some way because he’s been around Jesus, people want to come be around him and learn about why he’s magnetic. Levi is around Jesus and people want to come hang out with him. He simply invites.

I think for us, you guys this is your home church. You’ve been coming for a long time, this is where you call home — whatever, you’re just checking it out, learning a little, that’s OK. But I think for us one of the most difficult things for us to do in our lives especially as a high school student is invite people to church. Because as soon as we start talking about in some sense being magnetic all of a sudden we have this total weirdness about ourselves. It’s just them and God. I really don’t want to get in the way of that stuff. 
Let me tell you something about Matthew real quick. If you are uncomfortable to bring someone to church, don’t bring them to church. Bring them somewhere else. This isn’t the only place of magnetism. It might help them if they’re curious. My wife was someone in high school who always wanted to go to church and she knew who all the Christian kids were at school and she hung out with them and stuff. But they never invited her. She always wanted to go but never felt comfortable going on her own. She needed someone to invite her. But maybe you’re still like I’m too awkward to do that. So invite them to your house. Be friends with them. Invite them to hang out with you. 

If you can’t do that, here’s what I would suggest. Something that’s in between nothing and church called 747. You might invite your friends to come check it out. They might get to know some people. They might learn a little bit about some of the questions they’ve been asking, about some of the pull they’ve been feeling in their lives that they might begin to wrestle with a question a little bit. 
This guy Matthew is attractive because he’s been magnetized by Jesus. 
The next is this. You also get this picture of Jesus that he has a magnetic repulsion to some people. It’s always people who are very religious. Who know the laws, who keep the laws, who expected when Jesus showed up, they expected when Jesus walked up to them, this Messiah, this chosen person, this rescuer of the world, he was going to walk up to them and be like, “You guys! Those guys over there, those tax collectors, those scum bags over there, bad news! But you guys keeping the law, keeping everybody down by your perfect keeping of the Scripture. You’ve even added some laws. This is great. You guys are on top of it.”

And Jesus has harsh criticism for them. They are repelled by it. The religious people, the people who are supposed to have their act together, Jesus is not attractive to them at all. They are not magnetized by him. Mark 2:16 says this: “When the teachers of religious law who were the Pharisees saw him eating with tax collector and other sinners they asked his disciples, ‘Why does he eat with such scum.’” Jesus among the people is both attracting and it’s repelling. Some people are magnetized by him because they want to be around him. Other people couldn’t get farther away from him. Because he’s challenging the way that they see the world and they don’t want anything about him. 
But all this sort of pulling, the gentle sort of pull in their lives, justice, spirituality, beauty, relationships, is beginning to take shape in the form of this person Jesus. People are beginning to wonder about who he is and they’re starting to get magnetized. 
What I want to do is I want to give you a little sense of what it looks like to live magnetically. We’re going to talk about it for a couple of weeks. Hopefully get a chance to learn some things. But I want to give you just a couple of things to think about before you split. 
Magnetic living. What’s it look like?

Acts 1:8 says this just before Jesus is about to ascend into heaven he’s died and he rose again from the grave and he’s hanging out with his disciples and he’s walking around. A bunch — 500 people see him as this risen Jesus. They’re kind of amazed by it obviously. Jesus has one last thing to say before literally his whole body ascends into heaven. His last words right before he’s about to take off. We don’t know exactly how it worked but he’s about to take off. It’s a pretty ​​trippy experience. This is a pretty big deal. The words he’s about to say are his last words of his words of existing earthly sort of ministry and mission. Here’s what he said, “You [talking to his disciples] will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere. In Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” 
If you could imagine real quickly a map just like a target. There’s the center, then a little farther out and a little farther out and a little farther out. Concentric circles. So he’s saying you’ll be my witnesses. You’ll tell everybody about me in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the outer most parts of the earth. So everywhere you’re going to go. So he’s making it very clear about where they’re supposed to go. 
First thing is this, let me break this down a little bit for you. First is this, the word “you.” Who is he talking to? He’s not talking to every single person on the planet. He’s only talking to the people who have been magnetized. His disciples. Those who walk with him. Those who know him. Those who are trying to wrestle with the tough questions. He’s starting to take them and he says to them, because you have spent time with me, because you have been magnetized, go and be magnetic. You know me. You know what I’m about. You know all the things I’m about. I want you guys not everybody in the world, I only expect those of you who have been magnetized by me to do this. 
Then he says this crazy phrase: “You’ll be my witnesses telling people.” This is kind of a strange phrase. What is a witness? Someone give me a quick three-, four-word definition. Someone who sees something. Someone who can give an account of what they know or have experienced in such a way as it’s counted as true. That witness saw this car accident or saw something happen or can report something that they’ve seen. So these guys are God’s magnetized sort of followers. These guys could be able to give an account of what they’ve seen and experienced in the world. 
Then there’s this uncomfortable thing after that. It says “Telling people.” You will be my witnesses telling people. Immediately when those of us are kind of aware what this looks like we have a sense like this. As soon as someone at church says, Tell people about Jesus, we have the sense like, OK! You’ve just asked me to be awkward. 
Like if I just said, “I’ve got good news for you guys. Everybody go out into the world and be totally awkward.” Like I’m asking you to stand on your lunch table at school or go to Del Taco and go “People of the lunchroom! I want to tell you about Jesus!” Ah, dude! You’re going to get a burrito thrown in your face so fast. 
This is not what this is about, is it? Maybe there’s something in telling people that actually involves using your words. Like, “Hey, I want to tell you something about this thing you’ve been wondering about.” 
But maybe it’s something bigger than that. Maybe if all we had was just our words it wouldn’t be enough. How many of you guys know someone or have experienced anybody who says something or talks about something but acts the opposite way? We call them hypocrites. How fun are they? Really fun to be around those people, right? 
So maybe here’s something bigger to telling than just our words. Check out what it says in Matthew 5: “In the same way let your good deeds shine out for all to see so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.” Maybe what this means is that the way that we live and the way that we act is actually more important or is at least equally important to the words that we say about our magnetism. That we might live as though we have been magnetized, so to speak. That in our world and in our decision-making and the way that we care for people and the way that we apologize and the way that we’re honest about the fact that we screw up sometimes. Maybe that is actually as magnetic as the words abut something beyond us.

You’ll be my witnesses, giving an account of your experience of being magnetized. Telling people through our words and our actions about something that’s pulling them.

Some of you guys are going, I don’t know what this is about. I don’t totally get this. This isn’t about us being persuasive. It’s not about us trying to pull anybody because we’re wonderful and talented and gifted. It’s about us simply pointing people to something that has magnetized us. You don’t have to have all the answers. You don’t have to have everything perfectly lined up in your life. But what we do say is, I don’t know about this much but I do know that my life has been altered. The things I wondered about justice and spirituality and relationships and beauty, they’re beginning to take a little bit more shape in this person of Jesus the more I walk with him. That’s all. There is nothing about them that you’re attacking them with or trying to threaten them with. It’s about us pointing people to the something that’s pulling them.

Lastly is this. The word “everywhere.” “You’ll be my witnesses telling people everywhere.” This word doesn’t need a lot of definition it just means that wherever you go, be magnetic. Whatever situation that you are in, be magnetic. Not just with your words — “Hey everybody! I’ve got a special secret I want you to know about this person Jesus!” That’s not really what we’re after. That where we would go we would be people that have been magnetized. That we would be attracted to people who everybody else says, “We don’t want you here.” We say, “You get to be with us.” 
That we would be magnetized. 
The first thing we do when I go to my mom’s house now since they put their Jacuzzi in, my son says to his grandpa, “Papa, can you turn the whirlpool on?” Because he’s seen it. Because it spins around. Because it’s so cool. Because he can’t get enough of it. Because it’s kind of like a magnet. 
Prayer:


Jesus, we know that at times we are not magnetic people. We make choices and we make mistakes and do things we shouldn’t and wander around and flail about a little bit. God, we ask you today that all of us want to be magnetic people. Would you help us to be so? In our words and in our actions, in the things that we would do, that they would point people to an understanding of where those things in our live, those things about justice and beauty and relationships and spirituality, where those are actually coming from. That you’re actually stirring in us something. That we might simply point people to that magnetism that’s drawing us in. It’s kind of like a magnet. Jesus, we ask you that we would go out today and that people would looks at us and that we would look at them and they would be magnetized because we have been with and spent time and walked with you. We pray all these things in your name, Jesus. Amen. 
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